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Many years ago I jotted down on a sheet of paper all the
details of this affair, which had within it the makings of a
novel, complete in all its parts. I envisaged everything
clearly, observing the cycle of events and the interwea-
ving of incident. However, the blows fate dealt me were
harsh and, until recently, I have refrained from putting
my vision into effect. Now I am advanced in years; the
daytime allotted for mortals to perform their tasks is
drawing to its close and from afar the shades of evening
are approaching. It is only a step away to that long night
in which all shall rest until the end of all creation. I now
have only the light of a candle by which to write, and
time presses. So I shall be brief,

Nathan-Neta of Belz, the maternal grandfather of
Miriam, the heroine of this tale, had risen from the
lowest ranks to attain to the eminence of being reckoned
among the seven most wealthy and powerful citizens of
Ladyna. It does happen occasionally that an ingot of
iron is extracted from hills of copper, and tin is mined
from the depths of the earth.
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Since Shloimele had confessed his sins voluntarily and was prepared
to do immediate penance, he was spared and some of the people even
addressed him with kindness. Again before the court he related how the

disciples of Sabbatai Zevi had ensnarled him in their net when he was
a boy and how he had secretly studied their books and manuscripts and
come to believe that the deeper one sank in the dregs, the closer one
came to the End of Days. And when the rabbi asked why he had not
chosen another expression of sin rather than adultery and whether even
a man steeped in cvil would want his wife defiled, he replied that this
particular sin gave him pleasure, that after Lise came to him from the
arms of Mendel and they made love, he probed for all the details and
this gratified him more than if he had participated in the act himself.
When a citizen obscrved that this was unnatural, Shloimele replied that
that was the way it was, all the same. He related that only after she'd
lain with Mendel many times and had begun to turn away from him, had
he realized that he was losing his beloved wife, and his delight had
changed to deep sorrow. He had then tried to change her ways but it was
already too late, for she had grown to love the youth, yearned for him
and spoke of him day and night. Shloimele also divulged that Lise had
given Mendel presents and taken money from her dowry for her lover,
who had then bought himself a horse, a saddle and all sorts of trappings.
And one day, Lise had told him that Mendel had advised her to divorce
her husband and suggested that the two of them flee to a foreign land.
Shloimele had still more to reveal. He said that before the affair, Lise
had always been truthful, but afterwards she began to protect herself
with all sorts of lies and deceptions and finally it came to the point
where she put off telling Shloimele about being with Mendel. This state-
ment provoked argument and even violence. The citizens were shocked
at these revelations; it was difficult to conceive how so small a town as
Kreshev could hide such scandalous actions. Many members of the
community were afraid the whole town would suffer God's vengeance
and that, Heaven forbid, there would be drought, a Tartar attack, or a
flood. The rabbi announced that he would decree a general fast immedi-
ately.

Afraid that the townspeople might attack the sinners, or even shed
blood, the rabbi and town elders kept Mendel in prison until the follow-
ing day. Lise, in custody of the women of the Burial Socicty, was led to
the almshouse and locked in a scparate room for her own safety.
Shloimele remained at the rabbi's house. Refusing to lie in bed, he
stretched out on the woodshed floor. Having consulted the clders, the
rabbi gave his verdict. The sinners would be led through the town the
following day to exemplify the humiliation of those who have forsaken
God. Shloimele would then be divoreed from Lise, who according to the
law was now forbidden to him. Nor would she be permitted to marry
Mendel the coachman.

Sentence was cxecuted very early the next morning. Men, women
boys and girls began to assemble in the synagogue courtyard. Truant
children climbed to the roof of the study house and the balcony of the
women’s synagogue in order to see better. Pranksters brought steplad-
ders and stilts. Despite the beadle’s warning that the spectacle was to be
watched gravely, without jostling or mirth, there was no end of clown-
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His father was one of the poorest people in Belz; a
scavenger of rags and bones which he sold to dealers. All
week, he went his rounds through hamlet and village,
toting a large sack on his shoulders, in which he stowed
indiscriminately anything he found on garbage heaps or
waste ground. His food consisted of dry, pitted bread
crusts; his feet were swollen and his clothes in tatters. He
carried on his rounds for thirty years. His skinny wife
was in a state of almost continuous pregnancy, always
giving birth with dreadful difficulty. Nature listlessly
fulfilled its promise. Who would find shoes for the
offspring in such lean times? Who would clothe them?
Who feed them? He who dwells on high is merciful; He
is called Compassionate; but His light does not shine
through to the homes of the poor and downtrodden.
Such has been His way since time began...

Nathan-Neta’s father did not ponder about the ways of
God. In his view, the whole universe was nothing more
than a heap of scrap. If the bundles were left where they
lay, they were of no value. But if one picked them off the
ground and sorted them into their different kinds - then
they were worth something. Summer and winter were
like two bowls, one inverted and one not. Even Sabbaths
and festivals were not days of rest for this poor man, for
that was the time his wife complained about all they
lacked in the house, and he was powerless to give her
what she wanted. In spite of all this, he was not envious
of others. With the exception of the eldest, his sons grew
up wild. They did not even know the prayers. His own
prayer book was in tatters, and pages kept dropping

from it... He who dwells on high is not far away, but

neither is He near.

In the heart of the city dwelt the well-to-do house-
holders, some of whom were observant. Belz had a
rabbi, shockets*, and some charitable men. But he, the
poorest of the poor, had no share in the affairs of the
congregation. . ‘

Something happened in the city. One summer, the rag
and bone man’s eldest son, whom I have mentioned
alrcady, disappeared from the slums of Belz leaving no
tracc. His mother wept bitterly over him; his father took
his sack and hoisted it onto his shoulder as he had
always done. True, in the synagogue they talked about
it. Wasn’t it something? One arrogant warden was upset
that the boy had not stayed in the city until he grew up.
Then they could have conscripted him into the army as
part of their quota. One woman, given to good worksi
dreamt that she saw the missing lad riding on a billy-

goat.

In the course of time all was forgotten. Other things
happened in Belz and became the topic of conversation.
Belz would endure until the Redecmer came; and who
cared about this child of the poor?

Who would have imagined that this youth would in later
years become a substantial merchant in the city of
Ladyna, a highly respected personage indeed? There are
many paths to fortune, and the reader- must not expect
me to lead him gently all along the way which this boy
went to secure a firm foothold in life for himself. If I
were to attempt that, I would have to write a novel
within a novel. As it is, I might not even manage to
finish the job I started out to do.

* Ritual Slaughterers.
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The sole inheritance which fell to Natha;-tha was that
he was called not by a single name, but by two. Had he
roamed the earth with but a single name, he would have
been handicapped in life... He slipped out of his native
city, Belz, with no clear goal in mind. Some wind lifted
him up one bright morning at sunrise, bore him along,
and set him down in a very broad valley. In front of him
there was no highway and no clear direction. He just
went on wandering aimlessly. He worked at one thing
after another, whilst all the time the earth rose up under
his feet. Now he really faced the mountain of life. He
began climbing upward, stumbling repeatedly. But he
girded himself and continued his ascent. Not only did his
body grow, butvitality increased with it. He climbed
higher and higher. Not only were the heavens wide open;
the earth, too, spread out before him. As he grew, so did
his possessions multiply. A man’s hands and arms may
become as strong as the power of thought. If at first
Nathan-Neta worked in a shop, in no time at all he was
a shopkeeper himself, selling linen and flax, woollens

and silks. Nathan-Neta built himself a house and took a
wife. He was nearly thirty years of age when he did so,
which was rare in those days. By that time he was
already a reputable merchant. His yea was yea, and his
nay was even more immutable. In. his dealings he was
neither rapacious nor a trespasser on other people’s
prcscrvcsé-lc ploughed, hoed and plam@fivcry yard
he measured in his shop, every length he sold was to him
a kind of creativity. He was sparing of his words and did
not try to inveigle his customers. He neither fawned on
imbortam customers, nor did he spurn the small pur-
chaser.

Nathan-Neta was an observant Jew, and had a big say
in the affairs of the synagogue. He also became accus-
tomed é Heaven knows what brought him to it gto pay
tribute to traditional Judaism and understand the needs
of Jewry. As a private person he always laboured and
produced exclusively for the consolidation of his house-
hold; but he was also a member e community. He
did not hurry through his prayers; he ate his meals in
moderation. When a customer entered his shop while he
was in the back room, he went out to him like a master,
not a servant. His past had faded completely from his
memory. No longer was each day a random part of the
week, but each day followed a set plan.

Nathan-Neta’s shop expanded steadily year by year. He
was not only a retailer. Medium-size shopkeepers began
to turn to him, and he supplied them with the goods
they required. An able assistant was soon helping
Nathan-Neta. Nathan no longer bought his merchandise
in the district capital as he had done formerly. He
travelled personally to the Volhynian capital and to the
second largest metropolis of the Russian empire.

His horizons widened. For two years he was treasurer of
the synagogue. He granted a generous annuity to a
certain (zaddik* although he himself was not a Aassid by
conviction. Every Sabbath a needy guest ate at his table.
He contributed regularly to the soup kitchen and the
communal charities. His' wife, Dvorele) also dispensed
alms anonymously. She “Gamesirom a very respected
family, and the silk kerchief she always wore on her head
made her look more like a rabbi’s wife. At the conclusion

* A Hassidic leader of saintly qualities. Hassidism is a popular
religious Jewish movement founded in the 18th century.
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of the Sabbath, or when Nathan-Neta returned from his
Jjourney to the larger townships, the rabbi of the con-
gregation would come to his house to drink a glass of hot
tea and talk of worldly matters with the people who
happened to drop in. Men would make deposits with
Nathan-Neta without interest and without trust deeds.
Small traders would turn to him for interest-free loans to
tide them over. Shopkeepers starting up in business
would solicit his advice one
of the heroines of my story — had learned to read and
write Yiddish. In the house there was a Jewish servant
girl, assisted by two gentile house-maids. A gentile came
in every day to fetch water from the well, which was
some distance from the city gate. He also chopped wood.
In the yard were milch cows, coops for geese and
chickens. One descended by a stairway to a large cellar
divided into compartments. This served as a winter
storehouse. It was, in fact, a Jewish household firmly
established and lacking nothing. If the rag and bone
man were to rise from his grave and step across its
threshold, he would think he was dreaming... But wrap-
ped in pauper’s shrouds he had long been laid to rest in
a distant corner of the cemetery at Belz, while his son
sold thousands of yards of cloth every day. Two different

worlds!

I11

When I said that Nathan-Neta was onc of the seven
most wéallhy and powerful men of Ladyna, it was not a
number I picked out of the air. In addition to him there
were six others who were well-known men of substance,
held in respect by the populace. They were Jonathan,
the miller, Simon, the moneylender, Menashe, the lease-
holder, Gad. the skinner, Naphtali-Menahem, prop-
rietor of the general store and Mordecai, the ironmonger.
Simon, the moneylender, was a tough customer who
always pitted himself against his fellows. Jonathan, theg
miller, was a man without sons, very shrewd but a little
miserly and not very much liked by people. By contrast
Gad, the skinner, was extravagant. He had in the past
gone bankrupt and had recovered his position on each
occasion. Menashe, the leaseholder, was the one man in
Ladyna who understood Polish and had contact with the
local nobility. Mordecai, the ironmonger, possessed the
most beautiful house in the city. It was double-storeyed
and its tin roof was painted green. From afar it resem-
bled a public building..Naphtali Menahem was always
in a state of alarm living without reckoning. But he was
very affluent and his resources seemed limitless. If the
reader should wonder why I describe all these characters
in such detail, he should realize that the wealthy people
ef a city are the windows which illumine the whole

house. Shut them and you sit in darkness. These were
e




.1

PNT IMO TP Pothaik :vyn 13 e ok
ST 12 OPM. PTIX LOTPOY DX oDSmm pmo
$AORDEVYYI novwE A e e rI0TY 209070
30K Lonvy vy oomes 8731 ,000vn onpye
9K 53 ovm T2y .80 oI snsan oY 53 Ik
TPON .ONDTI DAPIT TOXT KD DI Envyd

NTM DWER TA DR LTEN A Ak T b5 minn
AN ATATA T DAR PR 00 W — mpan
2 ANT Pun we Y5 pa v axp moxan, o
JSO¥3AD oS MK LTn REm ST fnon vmrd
JIWDI3 &Y9M T apK Yy LTTas: Mmoo

anbye oy mevn s1an TINRT 92T 0 IR
%owa 327 T3 e Y TITINRY LMD mna
-0375N2Y 111 T PRD I X BéTe $ TPIN NNy
1237 O°NITR 12 Y73 “yEn. MR 9m P oy 1212
PR EPI07 KTD MY R abma ahos asp amn
1035 meBps W PR e bon mad amvaa o°ninp
LIPIDY BT PO BTRSII KT XY .oKT
— 25T by &b pyan ono IPIP3 LD A N
3P T2 Nan LM .1ab Man anbn 3T ox ANk
AMX MPY YOITNI XA TV — mMpn PRI TMYID bs
AR 7 TR K2 G1r3Y MR T3 IR byny LToxd
4103 XY min Ty

LTI NIWEI O™ PTID Lomvma e o3
2O 9w 87wa Tbo 1Y bymn g 1§2-)
nams mbys T kb b1 omn &% 0 ovom oo
Yy onyav wos X0 Tmosn e by ToDY” 1ax
Yo miann og ©n YN na b awa 9BOX biaT
mn bax 231> » bt bo oo 2892 ™MD
AMX2A DX NETPa

eIt

y
Jorb5 am b
M MPIUTAR MY TNYIR Sy anby Yy vyn
M %3 MY PuTheYnd oon13Y hentna vh
STYBISNI LYY EMINT DX Pon 1wzb avm ovn
PR P2 o3 973d nhoxeb ra oodr yoI Yo
12PDY DT M M x5 L53v o™ear nnxnn xS
MR PAMBR YPIR YRY PR NTMnaena Sv aowmn
19%DX DPTAIP TR DTN 39 302 0T 9D om
21y 93% 1921 PY noxanb .onoxban pop ’% nava

the seven only noteworthy windows Ladyna had. The
rest of the city’s population was comprised of ordinary
people, those employed by the religious establishment,
the established merchants and those who kept changing
their metier, speculators, brokers, matchmakers and the
rest. Then came a whole range of artisans: leather
workers, tailors, carpenters, smiths, a few waggoners,
porters, men of no consequence and outright paupers.
All these lived their own lives and basked in the light of
those rich men whose names I have mentioned. Take
these luminaries, magnates and prominent personalities
away from the city and what would be left? One of their
wives was also a warden. There was a strong Jealousy
towards her among the other six. Butas really
different from them all. In contrast to her husband she
was descended, as we have said, from a worthy family
and she had a tenderness and dreamlike quality in her
nature.

Her father was the last scion of a wealthy family which
had once flourished but had subsequently completely
withered away. He sat alone in the poorer quarter of
ma county seat, and God alone knew how he
made a living. From time to time he sold off some
valuable object or disposed of a piece of furniture and
when his property was eaten up he would occasionally
dig up some odds and ends in his house... To be obliged
to receive some benefit from others was for him like
jumping into a fiery furnace. When he went out and saw
people busily engaged in wordly affairs, and profiting by
them, he hid his face in shame{When the well is stopped
up of what use is the bucket> is wife, Dvora’s mother,
became sick with sorrow, while she, the eldest daughter,
passed the whole of her youth in despair. Then Nathan-
Neta’ came along and took her for his wife at the time
when she had scarcely one garment to cover her body.
Of course she was willing. She remained a riddle to the
last.

They talk of marriages made in heaven, of justice and
righteousness in the scheme of the world, of divine
providence and an ordained path in the world. Ques-
tions are asked and answers given. But when we lift the
veil, no hidden hand is seen writing. A stone weighs
heavily upon us, though the poet bears his burden
sevenfold. I tell you of Dvorele for the sake of her
daughter Sar’l, who is the mother of Miriam, the heroine
of this story. Who sha!! tell Dvorele’s story? But I run
ahead of myself.

IV

Lct us pass from here to Linitz.

The town of Linitz was larger than the neighbouring
townships of medium size. It had huge sugar mills.
Forests, many square miles in extent, were cut down as
fucl for the large factory furnaces. What God had
planted was being consumed for man’s needs. Not many
wealthy men had scttled in Linitz. The town had no
wealthy class. The lcascholder of the sugar mills was the
sole luminary, casting his life-giving radiance over the
inhabitants of the district. The factories worked even on
the Sabbath. Their activity never ccased. For appear-
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ances’ sake the factories were “sold” 10 a poor gentile for
a token sum, in order to dcccivc__(i(ﬂ: Jewish Law
forbade Sabbath work, so the children of Isracl devised a
legal fiction to permit it. Apart from that the leascholder
was an observant Jew and prided himself on his picty. In
the main the town was composed of shopkeepers, modest
merchants, and, in addition, many artisans and common
folk. There was also another category of persons essential
for the smooth functioning of the cconomy: Bookkeepers.
In conducting the business of the faclorim
had to be roted down and calculated. So much raw
material was consumed in refining the sugar; so much of
this and so much of that. Such and such a quantity of
wood had been brought for fuel and so much timber and
bricks to repair the houses and the storerooms. The
amounts paid to the workers and labourers by the day,
week and month were all noted down. They entered the
salary paid to cach and every clerk, steward and cashier.
The processed sugar weighed such and such. This
number of sacks was fetched from here and another from
there. Such and such quantities of finished sugar were
shipped to the coast and so much was consigned to
provincial towns. There were debitors and creditors,
borrowers and lenders. Payments in cash or bills of
exchange, and against bills and cheques deposited with
the counting housc. Particular "accounts amounted to
general accounts; there were fixed asscts, surplusses and
balances. All the ramifications of the figures and the
columns of the accounts meshed togcther like small
individual cogs into the functioning of a mighty machine.
For quick reference cach item was entered in a special
ledger which referred to others. But if you wanted to
locate a particular cntry, there was an index which
would instantly find the information you required. If an
crror was made in onc small figure, a large deficit
appeared in the total sum. Anyone who was not an expert
in these matters would have been driven out of his wits
at the mere sight of the multitude of figures; but the
initiated grasped it easily; they worked it at once with no
nced for a second or third look. It is not only for
Talmudic argument that onc needs quick grasp and
ability; accounts too require a spccial type of mind.

gTsa-ac—-Na_h-r;a_r} was onc of thesc bookkeepers; and it
was his eldest son@ who was betrothed to Sar’l,
Nathan-Neta’s daughter.

\Y%

Isaac-Nahman was quite competent in his work. He was
in the habit of doing his job standing and not seated. He
totted up his columns of figures from the bottom up-
wards and not from the top downwards. He chewed on a
spill of paper which he habitually held between his teeth
with a lead pencil stuck behind his ear. In the heat of the
day, when the sun scorched down, he would take off his
hat, but would smooth his hand over his head so as not
to offend against the prohibition of going bare-headed.
He was punctilious. The inner significance of a matter
never concerned him, only its arrangement and its outer
form. Every few years he climbed up one rung on the
ladder of promotion. He had been widowed for four
years — an unusual situation - and subsequently married
his deceased wife’s sister whose husband had died. He
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never spent more than he earned, was meticulous about
the cleanliness of his clothes, polished his shoes every
morning and combed his hair every day when he went
off to work. He ate moderately. He drank a little beer
with his meals and never used to dip his bread in salt
after saying grace before meals. Were I to enter into a
description of his character, his early life, how he wooed
and wed the wife of his youth and then the one that
followed, I would again be committed to a whole
chapter.
His son Israel, Sar’l’s fiancé, was the exact opposite. He
was of average height with rather long hands. One could
perceive a slovenliness in his dress. His physical move-

ments lacked co-ordination and he was inclined to@)ﬂ/y

daydream. His father was fair-haired but he was dark,
with a fine moustache. His teeth were bad, and he had a
habit ofputting his hand over his mouth when he spoke.
He was adept at his work. He quickly grasped what he
was told but just as quickly forgot what he intended to
do. When he was a pupil at the heder* he used to doodle
words with a lead pencil in the margins of his books. At
sixteen he developed a tendency for the Enlightenment
movement. He read Shulman’s World History and his
father raised no objection. He spent a whole year
studying Russian, but the language had no particular
appeal for him. He knew some portions of the historical
books of the Bible — those sections which are erroneously
called the “Former Prophets”. Of grammar he knew
some rules concerning Hebrew nouns and verbs.

There were two other young men in Linitz who had
strayed away into worldliness and culture. They, too,
were betrothed and actually met their fiancées before the
marriage. But Israel .never met his bride face to face
before his wedding day. Nathan-Neta did not hold with
_these things, just as he did not understand Sar’l.

as tall and fairly good-looking, but blotches of red
always blazed at the points of her cheeks. She was lazy
about domestic matters. She loved to preen herself and
was not disposed to making conversation. Usually she
sat at the window of her upstairs room — the shop was on
the ground floor — and looked down at the street. By

some chance, for which I cannot account, she had got
hold of two Yiddish novels and reading them transported
her far away. Her native town Ladyna was only a corner
of the great world.(There were many great cities, sea-
ports and different lands. There were heroes and brave
men, lucky people and those who had their tribulations.
One man pursued a successful career, another encoun-
tered one obstacle after another. A person might be
looked upon generally as God-fearing when in fact he
was a common thief. There was no integrity in society.
People had their ups and downs in the world, and the
hypocrites waged constant war with decent folk. A young
fellow might appear suddenly, speak tender nothings to
a young girl and inveigle her into love, when all the
while his ultimate intention was to sell her into a life of
shame. — She wept and bemoaned her lot and he
terrorized her. The girl stole away from him and sought
refuge with a friend — but he too had evil designs upon
her. She was poised on the brink of perdition. There was
no escape or way out for her. Suddenly a rescuer and
deliverer appeared... Another heroine lived with her
beloved in poverty and destitution. Her parents had .
banished her because she had plighted her troth to the
man she loved and not ‘to the one they had chosen. In

* Traditional Jewish school where the Jewish child first learned to read
and was taught the Pentateuch and Talmud.
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utter despair the love-stricken pair had determined to
drown themselves in the river. Then out of the blue her
sweetheart inherited a fortune from a rich uncle who
dwelt in a distant land. Overnight he awoke to -vast
riches and affluence. He built himself a ducal palace and
lived with his beloved in princely magniﬁcenc_c)

Just decide for yourself whether or not they knew all
about life in Ladyna.

VI

At that time Dan, the assistant in Nathan-Neta’a empor-
ium, rose up in the world. He was diligent in his work,
he was well-groomed, his cheeks were full and his mouth
was always agape. Sarah cast her eyes upon him and
forgot that she was engaged to be married. She came
into the shop at every possible opportunity and watched
fondly how the assistant made his sales, measuring off
the lengths of wool and linen with expert ease and then
folding them with neat despatch. Dan, while not exactly
captivated by her, nevertheless felt an inward pride that
he had made such an impression on his employer’s
daughter. As though inadvertently, he once put his hand
on her shoulder, and she did not lower her eyes. On the
contrary she gave him a radiant look. Once he took her
hand and squeezed it, and she felt a strange new
emotion pass through her whole body. One morning,
when there was no one about in the shop, he kissed her
full on the mouth. She fled in a daze to her room
upstairs. The love she felt for him was exactly that

described in her romantic novels. She would fly with him

across the seas. He would clothe her in silk. They would
walk hand in hand togcther on the sca shore. If only a
fire would break out in the city and the conflagration

engulf her father’s house and everything peris.h in the
flames. They would lose their all and become impover-
ished. She would become a seamstress, sew clothes for
others and toil arduously to support her father’s house-
hold. Then would the engagement with her fiancé in
Linitz be broken off and Dan would come along and ask
her hand in marriage. — Or perhaps her father would die
suddenly and Dan become the manager of the whole
business. He would expand the estate left by the de-
ceased and increase its value. He would want to marry
her out of love but her fiancé would refuse to renounce
his rights. They would then conspire, she and Dan, to
poisbn him. An accessory reveals the plan, they are both
arrested and thrown into prison, together. Disaster has
brought their soaring hopes crashing.
Sar’l sat herself down at her table and began to write
love letters to Dan the shop assistant. She scribbled and
crossed out, continually raising her eyes to the door.
Suddenly her energies flagged, she did- not know what to
write. SW(' her novels and copied
out a love letter from it exactly as itlsigg_‘d. Its sentiments
expressed her feelings perfectly. She betook herself to the
shop with the letter and thrust it softly into her beloved’s
hands. i
No need to dilate. Sar’l was like a dreamer. Dan
obsessed her the livelong day. She reread her two novels
and absorbed every thought and vision. She could no
longer discern where her real life ended and where the
fiction depicted in the novel began. The times when her
father went off on his travels to buy goods were days of
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longing and deliverance. On one such occasion, at
twilight, she met her beloved in the cellar of the house,
put her arms round his neck and kissed him like one
demented. She would place sugar buns or sweet biscuits
on his plate. She bought apples and other fruit for him.
When her fiance in Linitz sent her a gold chain for a gift
she longed to place it around Dan’s neck. She sent him 2
billet-doux every day and by this time knew how to find
words and phrases to express her feclings. Dan was her
crown and diadem, her sun and her light. To her he was
a constant shining star. He was so elegant and hand-
some. He was handsomer than all the other young Jews;
indced there was no one in the whole world to compare
with him. Her soul was bound up in his. Her whole
being longed for him. She could kiss the ground beneath
his feet. She was his slave. She belonged to him; and he,
he alone was all she wanted in lifc. Thus she told, retold
and repeated again all the burning clichés she found in
her novels and was truly convinced of her tremendous
love for him.

Her guileless mother neither knew nor even suspected
anything.

VII

A ficrce controversy broke out in Ladyna.
Therc was a shochet and inspector named Nathaniel. He
was learned in the Torah, not Jjust in its laws, and was

reckoned among the God-fearing and scholarly. He was
active in the community and regularly led the service
during weckdays. A certain jealousy prevailed between
him and the local rabbi. The other shockets hated him;
naturally! Nathaniel had one trait which did not seem to
fit his extremely pious character. He was stubborn and
hated to admit a mistake even if he knew quite well that
he was at fault. He was inclined to parsimony. The
income of a shocket in Ladyna was never very large.
Nathaniel had married a second time, and his eldest son
by his first wife was apprenticed to him as a slaughterer.
This son, whose name, I think, was Nahman, had a
nagging complaining wife called Batya. She was ugly by
any standard, but despite this she domineered over her
sluggish husband, making his life miserable with her
grumbling. A few neighbours with whom she quarrelled
regularly, advised him to divorce her. Old Nathaniel was
inclined to this view. Batya and Nahman had a deaf
mute child who made both parents’ lives a burden.
Batya bore no more children. She herself often toyed
with the idea of asking for a divorce in order to be quit of
her nc’er-do-well if only he would take the child with
him to his father’s housc! But this Nahman steadfastly
rcfused to do. Once a violent argument broke out
between Bat;'a and her husband. She threw a shoe at his
hcad and raised a bruise. What did the injured spouse
do? He fled and lived in his father’s house and showed
no wish to return to his own home. Batya said; “So my
husband has left me here holding the baby.” What then
did she do? She took the dumb creature, wrapped him in
a bolster, crept furtively into the yard of her father-in-
law’s house and laid him down on the doorstep. When
the people in the house peeped out and saw her coming
with the child, they locked the door against her. It was
autumn. The swaddled infant lay there uncovered for
several hours. When at last they had pity upon him and
took him into the house, he did not long survive. He had
caught a chill out in the open and died two days later.
Ladyna was shocked by what had happened.
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There were some who took the affair up hotly and said
that plain murder had been committed at the shochet’s
house. Others out of sheer contrariness claimed just the
opposite. He had not known and could not be held to
blame and it was useless to try to represent him as
guilty. Some said one thing and some another. A quarrel
in a Jewish community! The common people and the
poorer elements who had little love for religious func-
tionaries condemned him as a priest who sanctimonious-
ly blessed the sacrifice but had no pity over a weak
infant. This motivated many burghers and well-to-do to
take the side of the shochet and refuse to remove him from
office. Even the leaders of the city, who, despite their
jealousies and inner rivalries, had always been looked
upon as a strongly knit family, now split into two
factions. A lust for victory consumed every section of the
city. In the synagogues, in the market place and the
streets, whercver people gathered, the incident was made
the sole topic of conversation and discussion. It occupied
everyone’s attention exclusively. The rabbi of the town
had no desire to fan the conflagration and preterded

that he was holding aloof from thc' mattc;. Wh?t conc:ll:n
was it of his? A scholar and the incumbent of a public

indeed be meticulous about any spot of
office ::'u;lis clothes! On the other hand a learned man

grease st surely be thinking about

who had transgressed mu : ' |
repentance and God would forgive him his iniquity.

Nathan-Neta, our hero, had hitherto held back from
complete involvement in communal affairs. He had
never insisted that they accept his opinion. But now,
when this dispute flared up, he too was infected. He
made up his mind, no one knows for what reason, to
stand up for Nathanicl, who had already been con-
demned by the opposition now refusing to eat meat
slaughtered by him. In addition they prevented him
from leading them in prayer. What did Nathan-Neta and
his followers do? They established a minyan* in their own
homes, where the rejected shochet honoured God with his
voicc. One Sabbath when the group met to pray in the
large room adjoining Nathan-Neta’s shop, Dan, the shop
assistant, was called up to the reading of the Law. The
next room had been reserved for women congregants and
Sar’l saw her beloved standing wrapped in his prayer
shawl pronouncing a benediction before the open scroll
of the Law. Her heart was filled with clation.

VIII

The controversy, gaining momentum, grew fiercer and
fiercer. Normally vapid and weak characters summoned
up strength and rhetorical powers to subdue their anta-
gonists. Men who had hitherto modestly effaced them-
selves now raised their voices loud in the battle between
the two factions. These were days reminiscent of the
rebellion of Dathan and Abiram in the time of Moses .
and Aaron, when Israel journeyed in the wilderness:
“There were Sabbaths when blows were exchanged in the
street — a disgrace to Judaism. Each faction wanted to

prevail and bring the other to its knees. The constant
desire of the men of the town to make money and add to
their wealth was almost pushed into the background in
favour of triumphing in the controversy. Communal

* Minimum number of congregants required for public prayer.
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affairs in Ladyna were reduced to one single issue,
namely, of having Nathaniel removed from office or
alternatively of having him fully reinstated. A decp
cnmity split the city. It severed the bonds of kinship
between relatives, and divided households. Nathan-Neta
did not just champion Nathaniel with all the power at
his command, but, unprecedented for him, he actually
headed his faction. But his wife, Dvorele, grieved sccret:
ly over the stone-heartedness of the shocket. He had done
something that no man should do.

It happened while all this was taking place that Dan, the
shop assistant, took his suit to a tailor 0 be pressed. The
tailor found a sheet of paper in one of the pockets. The
paper was passed around and came into the hands of

Mordecai, the ironmonger. He belonged to the faction
opposing Nathan-Neta and was one of the enemies of
Nathaniel, the shochet. The paper was read and found to
be a love letter from Nathan-Neta’s daughter. Apart
from this unpleasant circumstance walls have ears and
men have eyes. The affair between the shop assistant
and his master’s daughter could not long remain con-
cealed from others. Everybody who heard about it for
the first time promptly told his neighbour about it in
confidence. A woman would pass it on to her friend and
very soon every mouth had taken it up.

I shall not weary the reader. Sar’l’s letter was handed to
Nathan-Neta her father. His heart fell and he at once
withdrew from the controversy. He did not know which
way to turn. It was true that Dan was the moving spirit
in running his business and he relied on him in every-
thing. But Nathan-Neta was a man of principle. Within
the week he settled his accounts with his assistant and
dismissed him. He bought back from Dan all his daugh-
ter’s letters; he did so on condition that the assistant
leave town at once: So Dan made his departure from
Ladyna.

The next day Nathan-Neta went upstairs and entered
his daughter’s room. She sat there sewing the trousseau
which had been prepared for her marriage. She was
closely absorbed in her work. Her father came up and
put the bundle of letters down in front of her. A smack
on the face was heard. The young girl sat miserable and
all alone in her room.

Three months later Sar’l’s wedding was celebrated. In
the meantime the controversy had subsided. Nathaniel,
the shochet, had departed this life.

IX

A man once planted a garden. He prepared the soil,
removed the stones and built a fence around it. He
gathered up the rocks and weeded out the thorns from
the crevices in the ground. He dug and smoothed out the
ground. He sowed sceds under the clods and watered
them every morning when rain did not fall. Every seed
took root, thrusting powerfully into the soil below and
producing buds above. Leaves grew and covered the
roots and the young plant had begun its life. When the
heat of the sun is temperate it nourishes the plant and
promotes quick growth, but when it blazes forth exces-
sively it scorches and withers it. Similarly, should the
windows of hcaven open wide in flood, the seed might
well be drowned. Someonc may walk on the grass and
with clumsy brutal foot trample down every living plant
and seed. Onc sces a garden, delightful in its grecn
foliage, the roses blooming, the fruit smelling fragrantly,
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and is unaware as he strolls through it, how often the
lovely vision he sees before him has almost been des-
troyed. He cannot reckon the nights of anguish, the
sparks, the pestilence which tend to destroy what the
Lord of Being continually creates anew.

The reader should not suspect me of overfondness for

Sar’l. She was never my favourite and I never bowed
before her; nevertheless my heart cannot be still when I
visualize the bride lying on her bed with only a night-
gown covering her body. The room is dark, the shutters
fastened from outside, so that even the night should be
unable to see what was happening within. The young
man climbs out of the other bed. The hair of his beard
has scarcely begun to sprout. Trembling and fearful he
approaches the other bed placed a few feet away and
touches the awakened, trembling plant. A quiet moan.
No sexual love, no passion of the flesh, just a formal
taking possession of property. The marriage deed has
been duly written in Aramaic, blessings have been
recited over the winecup. The fruit, nurtured with so
much toil, has been despoiled, the fence broken down,
thorns and brambles grow up in the lives of two people
confined to each other from now on...

I have been speaking in parable. Its application will
become apparent in the pages which follow.

X

A comet appeared in broad daylight. It had horns on
both sides of its head and its long tail flared out about a
mile in length. Men saw it and were terrified.

War on earth. The Bulgarian tribes decided to emanci-
pate themselves from the Turkish yoke which had lasted
many generations. The small nation battled with its
powerful antagonist. A Christian people was trying to
break free from its harsh Moslem masters, but could not
stand up alone against their superiority in strength and
numbers. Alexander II then passed through Roumania
with his forces en route 10 assist his fellow Christians.
Roumania gladly opened its gates to the soldiers and the
Russians paid money for their food and water. It was
true to say that a few Jews served in the Russian ranks,
even more were busy with trade reéulting from the war.
Something new and entirely -different was added to the
usual run of petty trading and business. A few Jews in
Ladyna too were inspired with the notion of getting rich.
They travelled to Bucharest the capital and there they
grabbed money with both hands.

The Turks held fast. Continuous reinforcements poured
out of the confines of mighty Russia and fought with
sword and spear. They were armed with brand new
rifles and fire belched from heavy cannon. There seemed
no end to the casualties which fell on the battle-fields.'
Death took no note of age. Young men and old, on-ly
sons and brothers were engulfed in their own blood. The
wounded cried out, and the horses whose bcllies had
been torn open by explosives screcamed as they threw
their riders from them. Those still on their four legs
trampled down those who a moment previously had

been lusty warriors. Dumb animals and articulate men
perished without distinction. Biting teeth torn out by the
row, armour flying in the air; the earth shook. The true
commander of both armies was the Angel of Death.
With him were his seven ministers: blood, fire, pillars of
smoke, anger, wrath, whirlwind and perdition.
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In all the houses of learning and of prayer in the Jewish
townships of Russia the question on the tip of everyone’s
tongue was: Which of the two contending hosts would
triumph? Some said one and some the other; once again
folk were split into two camps. Every man strove and
quarrelled with his neighbour. Who would be victorious
and who go down to defcat? Learning, prayer and even
worldly business were neglected. There was only discus-
sion about the progress of the war. A man sits down to
his midday or evening meal and his attentive wife asks:
“Berl!” or “Shmaya! Tell me, how will the conflict end?
Will the Russians advance further or will they be forced
to retreat?” Military and strategic experts were not
lacking among the descendants of Jacob. And each and
every one of them was wiser than his neighbour. This
one would jump up and say, “The Russians are as
strong as iron,” and the other would retort, “These
Ishmaelite hordes are a fabulous people.” All domestic
anxicties and all private needs were completely forgot-
ten. Everyone was calculating and reckoning, how many
months and days will it take Russia to subdue this or
that fortress> Mostly the disputations were about the
campaign against Plevna which dragged on without
success. Joshua had conquered Jericho with trumpets
and rams’ horns. Obviously the Russians had no Joshua.
Israel, Nathan-Neta’s son-in-law, was one of the few
who also had some knowledge of world affairs. When he
came to the synagogue they turned to listen to him. But
he was inwardly deeply worried by his own marital
affairs. He could feel that his wife Sar’l was not properly
affectionate to him. Yet he knew that he loved her.
When he sought to kiss her she evaded him; when he

-took her hand, she snatched it out of his grasp. When he

spoke frecly to her out of his full heart, she answered him
abruptly. He yearned for her all the time, but she did
not carc for him at all. Nevertheless, she became preg-
nant, only to miscarry in her fifth month.

He went to Linitz to visit his parents but his young wife
was unwilling to accompany him. From his native city
he wrote her two letters in quick succession full of love
and longing, but she was still preoccupied with thoughts -
of Dan. Shall I reveal some gossip? She did not look
inimically on the new assistant who had succeeded Dan.
Her mother, Dvorele, tried to turn her daughter’s affec-
tions to her husband. — In these matters a woman’s eyes
sce much more than a man’s. But her efforts were
fruitless.

Sar’l again became pregnant and bore a son, who died
after three months. After two ycars she again bore a
child, a daughter who also died in carly infancy. Israel

now began to acquaint himself with the affairs of the
shop, at first without much enthusiasm. He had a friend

who had managed to publish an article for a Hebrew
periodical about some contemporary cvent. He cnvied

him, saying that it was better to be a contributor to
periodicals than a shopkeeper. But his father-in-law held

sway over him. The first essential is for a man to

establish a foothold in business and commerce. When

there were no customers in the shop, his father-in-law -
would talk to him about other things. Israel also began

to do the book-keeping.

That was the year in which Miriam, to whose name and

memory this tale is dedicated, was born. Sar’l had no

more children after her.
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XI

It was an autumn day. For the Jews the solemn season of
prayer and supplication had passed, as had also the days
of the Harvest Festival which followed them. Out of the
twelve months of the year a third of one month was
given over to beseeching forgiveness from the awesome
and merciful God and seven more days to dwelling in
tabernacles as in the days of Ezra or Moses. The divine
mystery demands affliction of the soul and confession of
deeds from men; and God - they feast Him with willow
and myrtle leaves and palm branches and other species.
Jews in all the cities of the Exile and the remnants of
settlements in Israel worship these two gods.-— Summer
is defeated and his wide dominion has passed away. The
world covers its face like a son who has lost his fortune.

It was then that Nathan-Neta journeyed to a large city
in Volhynia to buy his winter stocks. There was no
railroad yet at that time. Men would travel by carriage
or by cart for as much as a week or even a whole month.
The Russian roads were very rough. You could go for
miles without seeing a house or a living person. When
you journeyed through a nondescript village the cart
would tremble over a rickety bridge before passing
among the small houses which resembled tumble-down
tents. A moment or two later you were back again on an
endless highway, with only an occasional hayrick or a
solitary tree far back from the road. The countryside
here was as yet unfenced and the title to land had not
yet been settled. The people still had no ‘national or
ethnic consciousness. Day was only a corridor lcading to
evening. '
The horses plodded on slowly. The cart creaked heavily
and Nathan-Neta climbed down and trudged along on
foot.)He decided to say his afternoon prayers and turned
aside from the road. He took onc step, and then another
few paces. He turned right and then left. The cart and
the other vehicles were lost to sight and he wandered
about in the field. He looked up and around and saw a
distant shadow, like a ficry sceptre glittering in_the sky.
The sky was like iron. A man of about sixty was walking
along bent down, a white shroud visible from beneath

his black overcoat. A twisted snake was cntwined round
his stomach like a belt. On his shoulder, the wanderer
carried a_swaddled infant. The fiery sceptre gleamed
again and a voice, terrifying and thunderous cried out,
*Go and do not stop, Nathaniel, you man of blood!”

Nathan-Neta’s hair stood on cnd and his eyes bulged out
of their sockets. Certainly he had heard that this sort of
thing could be read about in books. Now he was alone in
a ficld and there was no onc with him. He was secing

with his own senses a vision from the world of wonders
ent peg, an overwhelming

like a ¢
N e ransfixed to the spot. A stone rolled
terror kecpmgl sccmed 10 MOVE of its own accord,
to his feﬂ-‘ ',"tg and falling. Nathan-Neta tightly seized
repeatedly 1S corner of his prayer-shawl and pro-

inges on the -
the f”"gc;' O Isracl!”” At once the vision evaporated.
. car

claimed yarter of a mile from the cart. The cart driver
H_;:i:u:_ uncb Nathan-Neta, what’s holding you up
cri ’

there? Why don’t you 8€t back onto the cart?”’

Let not the reader think I am imagining things. I am
only relating what actually took place; and not inventing

 fairy tales.



<

X3 X7 KD 17T DX yuITNI nwy 39 yOm vha
MmNy MIMIT MMAOT DX Dw WP AMpRa b
bax .aw bop anyy avaya 1nvab otNK ATy A Mer.b
o bYpnn X1 aobima W AT AR XKW Ovan
“ora BRI Y XYY M20%3 I nnova
X5 DRI MK T2 WMUN DX WO NATTIWI Lpwh
%5 oKX bx9p° unn oy MMl SMpEd M3 MY IR
bap — ~am ma.a aEn Y PoXn WRT oMo
TRYITD ANDER P XA JTN MbYYY Ty X nbaann
M0101 XY ndvanttneab P vesxa TRy T30
=bwwn nx o1 Y5 nwab amd .12b oo XD nvan movhab
bx12 wo naxenb Tvo &Y 03 X1 NP kD M e
X% ,NXZ™ NDISI LNRXIM NOIDI MR TN AR TN
X1 X0 na ik avba b 39p ox 5SS wy nnw
5 n»xn &5 ora

=t}

Mo NYR PR 9 wivs LTmena 7T anvn ovn

TOYD TR LDWI TP L DY ,TOM DRI 1T 212D
% .DI3K1T NIINY WA an Y53 1R omn nnbe .
Y5 1amp 907 1wB13 IMS AKR X2 PRI by oIx anps
XMW PORD N PAD TN YD DK M0 yAO TP NI (0
ANOR5n DR Yoown Yot joxd Nyt npavna Y
&7 T % 10 M XM 0K 5 wn 1 by e
oMoy AW LTIYina pY Nonn MU oM Beea Mo
AMM 20 yIN KO .01 BPD A9 ADwI MY YT XY N
=5v ovp 553 mxvd ammw 31w yawr o bk

_ bynm mpeTY TTA opn nam MR P Az mM

IMR PP APW AT MR LRI AMK PN M IORTD
R AR YT LaRT W DR P1N MW 0T anoba
O3 KM MM AR NIMEN oIt by nphama anim

Junb 7% asnty anR apn

PR PIYY TPOYD OFA DB'3 MIBY 930 YuITIn:

TIYY AYTR NTII YA 1: PN
nipa T vabk oy oI MR Spwa pAEr Py AxY
P°3 .n°ai 9mr 5K anbpna Ton mrd mHMaT ax .man

Mmmn oYY XY 9™ Shn o R9mmy 2w p3u nnowan
N3 MEy® Anvry aMNM PR YR AOM Ana nnan
17 poy bynmawrd anypwnb avis: nean byan
NR K120 o MWK LAN3 5w an a3 Tn o anha
X3 aeRn TR mm yaab o ab aeen I
N3 N OTPMY IRD 75X Y55, @0 93702 TN DoTIN

Mwba Tpon’ oIy pooxbn nva Yo oTmD

‘ 4112 9375 29

Reluctantly Nathan-Neta continued on his journey. He
reached his destination, purchased the nccessary stock
for the coming season and madc his way home with a
cartload of fine merchandise. But a change could be
discerned in his way of life from that time onward.
Thenceforward he rose betimes in the morning to pray,
not by himself, but with the congregation. He even did
so on market days. On the eve of the Sabbath he closed
his shop promptly at midday, no longer lingering as had
been his wont. In talking with Israel his son-in-law he
told him that he no longer belicved in “‘the spirit of the
times.” — Sar’l’s lazy habits became even more deeply
ingrained. The sun was already high in the sky by the
time she got out of bed. She never entered the kitchen
and took no interest in runhing the houschold. Most of
the time she moped around.in her dressing gown with
the belt unfastened. She ate without appetite. When
Israel her husband was in the room with her, she kept
going out and coming in, hardly staying with him at all.
If he came to her at night, then she was a dutiful Jewish
wife. By day she paid no attention to him.

XII

Miriam was a lovely child, delighting everyone who saw
her. Fair hair crowned a beautiful head. Her eyes were
as gentle as doves, her voice soft and her neck graceful.
Her movements and figure displayed a perfect charm.
When one took her in one’s arms one felt a strong
upsurge of happiness and all depression and sadness
faded away. There are some natures which are self-
cnclosed and others which are lively and yet at the same
time seem consciously to inspire a feeling of vitality in
others, just as an inspired artist fashions his creation,
gets every line right and produces beauty. There are
flowers which bloom just for a day, roses which bloom in
season, and some whose glory is never quenched, like the
light of a soul growing from day to day, never knowing
night nor winter. '
Isracl was distracted with the joy of seeing this shining
effulgence of joyous light in his household. He would
take his little daughter in his arms, lift her above his
head and swing her in the air. Then he would kiss her
and caress her with his tongue. Tender hands would
embrace the father’s neck and even Sar’l derived joy

from looking at this bright creature that had emanated
from her womb. She herself nursed and fed her.

Nathan-Neta had at that time already turned from
business to divine affairs and in him was fulfilled the
verse “‘and the living will lay it to his heart”. Neverthe-
less he found, in the granddaughter growing up before
his eyes, a kind of morning song. A man communes with
his God and sings when his spirit is uplifted. Dvorele
also offered ‘thankful prayers for the glow in the housec.
The family life blossomed brightly once again and filled
the emptiness which had previously existed. But she was
still well aware of the character of her daughter and her
attitude towards her husband. The Torah requires the
wife to perform her husband’s bidding and submit
herself to his discipline. God has many affairs to regulate
in His world. One goes this way and another that. He
who finds the right way is really happy. Your heart
pauses for a moment and then the innocent child comes
up and tugs at your apron. There has always been the
community of Israel, and individual households within
it, where angels and devils abide as numerous as there

are people.

Therc is much to say on this topic.
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The new army conscription laws bore heavily upon the
people. Though an only son was exempt and a younger
son was permitted to substitutc for an older brother so
that the latter could help his father in his business. to be
drafted into the army was in itself akin to a decree of
banishment to a land of exile. They would take a young
Jewish bachelor or a newly wed husband from a house of
learning or from his father-in-law’s. table, cut off his
carlocks, perhaps shave.his beard, and force him to dress
in clothes alien to Jews. He had to work among the other
soldiers on Sabbaths and sacred festivals, and he was fed
forbidden food. If a man is compelled to forgo congrega-
tional prayer, cannot recite the “Hear O Israel!”, does
not put on his phylacteries, and even profanes the Holy
Day, all these are outward sins, and the Merciful One
will acquit him who transgresses under compulsion. But
the forbidden foods! They mull the brain and harden the
heart. God distinguished between Israel and the other
nations, and gave his chosen ones laws concerning milk
and meat, warning them not to defile and pollute their
Souls with any unclean thing. Then comes a decree
under the seal of the Czar, for whom they offer regular
prayers in the synagogue, forcing them to transgress the
laws ordained by God. Is it any wonder then that they
endeavoured to evade the Czar’s decree, either deliber-
ately or through some accident. One might amputate a
toe, another would take medicine to produce Jaundice
and yet another wovld change his name and that of his
father. One man might have three sons who had reached
military age while in the same neighbourhood lived a
widow without sons. One bright day a son would
suddenly appear in the pages of the congregational
register of births as having been born to that widow. Did
the communal leader of his assistants lack ideas? One
family would suddenly become two. As no one asked the
Angel of Death or the Angel of Birth who was to die or
who be born, so did the pen of the scribe bring about
cvents and occurrences. Ladyna suffered the same fate in
these matters as other Jewish communities both .iear
and afar.

It came about that a poisonous thorn grew up and began
to torment the communitythe son of Moses, a
coarse, evilminded person, began to solicit from every
candidate “unfit” for conscription, and from everyone
else who was evading the law of military service, an
interest free loan which was not subject to repayment.
He insisted by threat of force and intimidation. Had this
informer lived in the days when the Council of Four
Lands regulated internal Jewish affairs, he would have
been brought before a Jewish court despite the fact that
they lacked the power to impose the death penalty. One
Friday afternoon, the enemies of Ephraim cornered him
in the bath-house and wanted to throw him naked into
the flaming furnace that heated the building. They were
restrained from so doing, but they beat him mercilessly
with whips, so much so that he had to take to his bed
where he expired after lingering three months. And it
was a sin-oﬁ’cr'ing for the entire community.
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The bells in the Christian churches were tolling loudly.
The communal houses of God were filled to overflowing.
The streets were in a tumult, the school children free
from lessons for the day. Everyone who met a friend in
the street exclaimed, “Have you heard the news? The
Czar is dead; he has been assassinated.” Alexander I1I,
the man who had emancipated the serfs throughout
Russia, had fallen a victim to the Nihilists, like a
wrong-doer. A bomb had exploded and killed him while
he was riding in his carriage in the royal capital. The
mighty Russian empire. which had sub_]ugated S0 many
different peoples and tribes, and whose area was greater
than any other realm, suddenly lost its Czar and its.
sovereign. His son succeeded him. If the tyrannical
governors of Alexander had beaten dissident elements
with whips, now would his son do so with scorpions...

Only a short while after the new Czar had been en-
throned, people suddenly began beating up Jews and
looting their houses. In Yelisavetgrad, Balta and Belaya
Tserkov the fury flared up and spread everywhere. It
was the cruel lot of scores of Jewish .towns to become the
prey of drunken peasants, hooligans, and thieves. No
week passed without some community having to drain

the cup of tribulation. &_t/b(wu ht to mind the medieval

ogroms described in the classic chronicles like The Rod
tMMn. The next step was the
proliferation of decrees cruelly oppressive to Jews. They
were expelled from towns and villages elsewhere beyond
the Pale of Scttlement®. In the Middle Ages, according
to the chroniclers, there were mass cxpulsions. Jews died
in their hundreds and their thousands as religious mar-
tyrs sanctifying God’s name. But now, they began to
persecute Jews differently. There was no overt compul-
sion to make Jews abandon their faith. Théy did not
cven force them to closc the Jewish religious schools and
send the children to secular schools. They did not pay a
fine because they wore a skull-cap beneath their ordin-
ary headgear. Instead it was a matter of brutal vicious-
ness and causeless hatred by which one group deprived
another of its means of livelihood. And if a public fast
was proclaimed to afflict the soul, was not this the
custom? If they cried; “Answer us O God, answer us!”’**
— was it not written in the prayer book?

At that time Nathan-Neta suffered a stroke. He took to
his bed and remained bed-ridden for several years. One

day he was hopelessly depressed and turned his face to
the wall. The next day he sat propped up with a bolster
and played with his beloved grandchild. Although she
was only four years old she could already attend the sick
HE and hand him the things he needed. When he
praycd in his bed and wound his phylacteries around his
arm and on his head she stared at him in astonishment
not understanding these symbols. By the time she was
five years old she was as understanding and intelligent .
as a girl of seven or eight. She had great charm and her

voice possessed a strange sweetness. Her eyes were dark

blue and h londe hair was cut short round her head.

So she was even when she grew up.

* I'hc area in Russia where Jews were allowed to live.
**The Hebrew word Anenu has a double meaning: “answer us” and
“afflict us”.
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Miriam was fully nine years old when her grandfather

- died, plunging Ladyna into mourning. A man respected

among his people had been gathered unto his fathers.
The purification rites were performed by the leaders of
the Hevra Kadisha* themselves, and almost the entire
community, young and old, turned out for the funeral.
They interred him in a prominent place in the cemetery.
He left no will. No sooner were the thirty days of
mourning over than discussions arose to clear up the
question of the estate. Nathan-Neta had two sons and
three daughters and somconc had to arrange for them to
be married. The notables of the congregation intervened,
so that the rights of thc orphans should not be pre-
Jjudiced. They decided that Isracl should managc the
shop and should put aside every year a specified sum for
cvery son and daughter, which would constitute their
dowry. Their trousscaux would be taken from the shop
itself when they were married, in accordance with the
dignity of the deccased. Dvorcle was to cnjoy the same
rights and powers as she had while her husband was
alive. But her heart had alrcady become devoted to
prayer during her husband's long illness. God in His
highest Heaven is surrounded by angels. Thesc angels
arc surrounded by ministerirg spirits and these in turn
have ministers surrounding them. The eyes of the Sup-
reme King behold everything. From cvery side, supplica-
tions, prayers, and entreaties are poured out to Him.

Pcople weep and entreat and He hears the utterance of
every mouth. He gives car and hecarkens to all His
creatures below, but governs His world as He wills. In

the land of our fathers things used to be different. In

those days the Holy Temple still stood and God abided

among the Cherubim, and both men and wemen came

to make sacrifices. The priest would offer their sacrifices

upon the altar and they would be consumed by the

perpetual, uncxtinguished fire. Dvorele often thought

that she would ask her son-in-law, that instead of her

share in the estate he should pay her a monthly pension

of four or five roubles, and she would g0 up to Jeru-

salem, the Holy City.

XV

When a Jewish boy goes to the heder he learns to read,
and to understand the meaning of the blessings and of
the Book of Leviticus. Only thereafter do they bring him
to the chapters of Genesis, arousing his interest by telling
him stories of the Patriarchs and Moses and bringing to
his attention the main laws and statutes. He goes along
with his father to the synagogue and the cantor chants in
a loud, pleasant voice all the songs and thanksgivings.
He sings for the child to hear the psalms which David
and the ten elders wrote. Thus the seed of devotion to
God and to the Chosen People is sown in the tender
soul. The lad grows up and continually absorbs into
himself the lessons suited to his age. He studies the
commentaries of Rashi and easier sayings of the Sages.
The festivals celebrated through the cycle of the year
lead him back to the ancient times when the tribes of
Israel lived in their own land each man under his own
vine and under his own fig tree, worshipping the gods of
Canaan in innocence and with tumultuous festivity. The
various fasts, following the order of the calendar, tell the
child of the suffering of his people, the destruction of the
Temple, and the burning of the Torah scrolls. This

* The Jewish burial society.
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Torah contains the Ten Commandments inscribed by
Moses, the father of all the prophets. He was the prophet
who spoke to God face to face and the likes of whom is
not to be found in all subsequent generations. Every
chapter in the Torah is holy. Every verse has its literal
meaning and allusion. It was all told only to Israel, to
the Chosen People who God bore out of the land of
Egypt on eagles’ wings.
Of Shem, Ham and Japhet, the three sons of Noah who
left the Ark after the earth had dried following the
waters of the Flood, God loved Shem most. Out of the
family of Shem he chose the sons of Abraham, the
Hebrew, to be the guardians of his commandments.
Among the tribes of Jeshurun, Judah was the prince
among his brothers. The God of Israel is a great God,
terrible and exalted, a God slow to anger, but he holds
his lovingkindness for those who fear Him. Not so the
gentile gods, for they are the work of man’s hand. The
right hand of the Lord is exalted, the right hand of the
Lord does valiantly, but the idols of the heathens have
no spirit in them; they have eyes but cannot see. The
God of Jeshurun - his existence had no beginning. He is
the Lord of all and unending is His unity. He rules for
all time, influencing and guarding His creatures. Angels
stand to the right and left of Him, the just and the
righteous surround Him. The time will come when there
will be an end to the kingdom of the gentiles, wars will
cease on earth and God will gather in the dispersed and
scattered from the four corners of the carth. The
-radiance of his servant the Messiah will shine forth, to

whom God said, “You are my son, I have born thee this
day,” Thus the myriad traditions and laws are con-
timiously woven together in the mind of the child. He
grows, gathers strength, devclops, and expands his
knowledge. On the Sabbath a portion is read from the
Prophets, in a language which is far above him and
remote. — On weckdays the pages of the Talmud open
for him where thcrc_z;rc legal principles and debates,
sayings, apothegms and complex processes of reasoning.
His intellect is ‘wearied in trying to grasp these difficult
subjects. It is not progress at all but circumlocution. It is -
all immaterial and incidental. You concentrate on a
matter and you secem to grasp it, but it slips away... The
tutor sits at the top of his table wearing his ragged
fringed garment, perspiring and guiding with plodding
determination the flock which sits around the table.
Sometimes he chants and sometinies he 100 is weary.
The whole scene is one of poverty. The lads are rave-

nously hungry for they came to the schoolroom at break
of day. If the door should be opened they say in their
hearts: Behold redemption is at hand. And suddenly
according to the word of the folio book open before
them, two tears from the eyes of the Holy One Blessed
Be He roll down and drop into the great sea and it rages
even more. God has taken cognizance of the sorrow of
Israel and the suffering toil of the children who have
been expelled from His table. He groans in sorrow and

the grief is too profound to endure.

But for the daughters of Israel, all the activity of this life
is like a closed book. They are denied these echoes of the

past and they have no spiritual soil in which to be
nourished. Sabbaths and festivals are the only crumbs of
learning they have. They are free from the obligation to
study, from the bulk of the commandments, and from
prayer. The little vouchsafed to them is like wine that
has lost its flavour.
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XVI

At first Miriam’s heart was more inclined towards her
mother, just as every little girl is wrapped up in her
mother. However, her pure nature soon drew her closer
to her father. Israel grieved that he had not been granted
a son whom he could endow with all the ambitions he
had cherished before his marriage. In his spare time he
taught her a little Hebrew. Once he even tried to explain
to her the Vision of Isaiah. In fact, he himself was a little
sluggish in this area. But at least he was fascinated by
the magic of the prophet’s language; but for the child it
was a world much too remote.

Miriam had inclined her ear more to her maternal
grandfather when he was alive. He frequently spoke to
her when he lay on his sick bed. In the shadow of his
mortal illness she observed something she did not under-
stand. A man has a pair of legs and no longer walks on
them. At first he was the sole master of the house. Now
he lies for days, weeks and months, without telling the
members of his household what to do at all. He had been
bed-ridden many days and that was his home; then they
took him away and he was no more...

Mecanwhile Israel used to sit night after night reckoning
up his accounts and supervising the shop by day. He
laboured relentlessly to preserve what had been handed
over to him. The houschold expenses were not small and
now a _competitor aEEcarcd. on_the scene, Yossi the
Hassid, a smart man who knew how to chat up the
customers and win them over. This competitor also had
a wife who was a great help to him. She was an able and
honest woman. In contrast, Sar’l’s only concern was to
titivate and adorn herself, all the time — hut not for
Israel. He felt rcjected in his own home. Communal
affairs no longer interested him as before. He was not
reckoned among the ultra-orthodox and had cut himself
off from the “moderns”. He was like a tree that is dried
up and in Ladyna there were no springs or fountains.
There was a maskil* in_the city, the son of a widow. He

subscribed to a Hebrew periodical which he would give
to others to read for a fee. For some time Isracl was one
of them. This modern intellectual committed suicide
through utter despair. The community in Ladyna could
not understand the affair at all... Some people began to
emigrate to the United States. In Ladyna they had got
nowhere, while there they could become wealthy. But in
America people did not observe the Sabbath as they
ought and the traditional ways were breaking up.

iriam was now ten years old and her beauty possessed

icnder, gentle quality. A thoughtful expression touched
her fcatures. She had also heard about the widow’s son
and felt sad for him. Shc wanted to ask her father about
the matter, but when she saw him busy making nota-
tions with his lead pencil on the margin of his ledger, she
refrained.
The shop of Yossi the Hassid expanded. It was a hive of
activity. Yossi hired himself an assistant to help him in
his work. He was very adept at his task. He was a tall
man. Sar’l looked through the window into the street as
was her wont and beheld the living image of her beloved
standing in the competitor’s doorway. She was thrilled.
The passage of time had not changed his appearance. He
was in fact her Dan’s younger brother and resembled
him closely.

* A Jew espousing haskalah (enlightenment), an intellectual movement
which arose in Central Europe about the middle of the 18th cent. in
favour of cultural modernization.
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XVII

Ladyna was in a ferment. Something startling happened
in the affairs of the world which riveted everyonc’s
attention.

The district commissioner of Heysin in those days was a
blood relation of the provincial governor. He was a man
who ruled the district harshly. He took bribes and
tribute from the rich Jews and the Polish aristocrats, and
terrorised all the officials of the towns. They stood up
before him as before royalty. He made rules and regula-
tions which were unknown even in the provincial or

imperial capitals. Widespread and mighty is Russia,

greater than the empire of Ahasuerus. Each administra-

tor does what he likes in his own jurisdiction and who

can say him nay? Who is there to restrain such a man of
authority? .

Three times every year the district commissioner would

visit the towns under his rulc. Prancing horses would

await him in every town and village. Lavish banquets

were prepared in every place he stayed overnight, and if
a woman caught his fancy — the husband just had to

forgo his rights. If a man had a becautiful wife he would

contrive to leave his home carly by pure chance for he

knew the district commissioner would visit him and he

would be forced to pay this kind of homage abjcctly.

In Ladyna at that time the town mayor had a beautiful

wife of strong personality. They had only recently come

to take up residence in the walled building which had

been vacated by the local officials. They lived there

comfortably and in high esteem. But when the district

commissioner announced that he would be paying a

visit, the town mayor was overcome with distress. His

loving wife said to him, “By the living God, the hand of
this tyrant shall not touch me. Have no fear or

apprchension.”

Nevertheless on the day of the visit she sent her husband

to the next village while she received the district com-

missioner very hospitably. Shc made him supper and

plied him overgencrously with rich, old wine into which

she had introduced a slceping draught. He planned to

embrace his hostess and to touch her majestic beauty.

But he fell into a deep slecp right there in his chair in

front of the. burning lamp. He did not wake up in the

morning. His heart had died within him. When the

members of his retinue came to wake him, there was no

answer and no sign of life. They were aghast. Their

_master was lying dead in a strange room. Only the day

beforc he had been ranting at them, kicking them,
flourishing his knout threatcningly about their heads,
and now — he was as still as a stone.

To be brief, the ncws spread throughout the whole town.
The physician came, then the priest. They hurriedly
communicated the news to the district capital and the
district commissioner’s deputy with a team of officials
came to investigate the affair. The Russian Ja’ecl was

arrested. The mayor was removed from office, creating a
furore throughout the whole area. In Ladyna the people
once again took sides. Many supported the accused
woman and said that she would ultimately be acquitted
by the law. But there were contrary views. Sar’l felt a
secret sorrow for the departed commissioner. She had
other strange thoughts. The female sex thinks differently

from us.
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) XVIII

While I am talking about the mayor of Ladyna I ought
to make some remarks about the district physician and
the leascholder of the adjoining forest. They were Vassily

Ivanovitch and Ivan Vassilevitch. Vassily Ivanovitch
was a man with a large moustache, bald, with long ears.
He had a pug nosc and protruding green eyes. He had
the reputation of being able to diagnose any disease
quickly. When he took your pulsé, he would incline his
car and count just like a specialist. The fact was that he
did not know his right hand from his left. He was very
meticulous about emptying the bowels of his patients,
making them perspire and have lots of sleep. He would
lick every wound with his tongue and bind up the bruise
with rags. In his dispensary hc had some assorted
bandages and bottles of bitter herbal extracts mixed with
honey. He would just prescribe them in monthly cycles
onc after the other. He always procrastinated when he
was summoned to a patient. His fec was a whole rouble;
he would not accept a half. The medicines were extra.
He was easy with the Jews and rough with the peasants.
He would pat the girls’ hair and gaze covetously at their
white tceth. He was unmarried but had a liaison with his
housekeeper which had gonc on for many years. He used
to sharc her bed by night but during the day he treated
her like a slave. This housckeeper had previously been
the lover of his friend Ivan, the leascholder of the forest,
who still had the habit of patting her check whenever he
stepped over Vassily’s threshold. Ivan was a corpulent
man, not unhandsome and better-mannered than his
fricnd. He increased his sclf-importance by a well-bred
dog which always accompanied him, and by a leather
whip which he carried in his hand. He used to smoke out
of doors and treated Jews with contempt. This did not
deter him from taking loans from them when he was
hard-pressed, nor from asking their advice in cases of
necessity. He was married to a nobleman’s mistress and
had built up his position with the money of her pro-
tector.

The physician and the leaseholder at times went hunting
together. They played dice with Arcady Gavrilov, who
had at one time been a court secretary and was now a
scrivener in the prison. The latter was attired in a faded
blue uniform. He tippled to excess and attached himself
to anyone who was prepared to offer him friendship. He
was entirely without arrogance or pride and would
maudlinly confess his sins when he was well in his cups.
If he saw a silver fork or spoon in front of him and no
one was watching he would slip it into his pocket to
pawn it at the tavern. When anyone reproached him for
that sort of thing he would clap him heartily on the
shoulder as a sign of affection. One should not rail at
people nor accuse them. Drink up your glass in good
fellowship and relax happily in conversation with good

companions.

XIX

Sar’l began to go into the shop, a thing previously
unprecedented for her. She even began to assist in selling
the goods. It was a pleasant sensation to roll up a bundle
of silk, and wool and dyed linen gave her a good feeling.
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When an official came to buy she would beam at him.

She chatted effusively with the estateholders. Had she
not been a Jewess she could have married one of the
landed gentry. How different these men were from her
husband Israel.

She was especially popular with the district physician
and the leascholder. They would take the opportunity of
seeing her from time to time cither by dropping into the
shop by chance or by coming with the intention of
actually buying something. Each vied with his friend
and spoke about the not unattractive Jewess. Sometimes
Arcady Gavrilov also dropped into the shop for no
reason at all. He would squeeze Sar’l’'s hand as he
entered, whisper sweet nothings in her ear and be highly
delighted at her full, gay laughter. Israel was jcalous of
his wife, and because of this he would deliberately lcave
the shop when one of her favourite customers cntered.
He kept picturing to himself how he might arrive late
one night from the district capital and hear a man’s
voice in the room whispering furtively with his wife. This
sort of thing happened at times in books, and he knew
from the Bible about the woman who was unfaithful to
the husband of her youth.

He came from the hall of thc house and there was
Gavrilov sitting by the counter bending his head over to
the side where his wife was seated. He lost his temper
and, taking up his yardstick, hit Gavrilov over the head
and was going to hit his wife as well. The assaulted man
stopped him by grappling with him. Sar’l jumped up
and fled to her room. Her mother came in and sobbed
with vexation. Nevertheless that evening she tried to

"calm down her son-in-law’s rage.

All this took place on Thursday. The next day the
Sabbath preparations began, for in the evening they
celebrated the day of rest. The Angels of Peace did not
turn aside to visit Isracl’s house that night. The table
was laid, the candlés were kindled and the master of the
house came back from synagogue with his brow still
clouded. The old lady sat wrapped in her kerchief
rcading her devotional prayer book, Korban Minha*.
Miriam’s light was also shining. But the mistress of the
house kept to her room. Her mother went to persuade
her to come downstairs, then her daughter, but the
answer was the same.Herhead ached. The honour of the
Sabbath was in abeyance. No one spoke a single word
during the meal. Emotions of grief and loneliness con-
stricted Miriam’s heart as never before.

XX

Haya, Sarl’s younger sister, was married to a prosperous
widower who lived in the next town. This widower had
two children from his first wifc.- Haya was very young
and inexperienced in the ways of a woman, so her
mother accompanied her to her husband’s house to take
care of the children to which she herself had not given
birth. When Dvorele left the house for a short while its
protecting angel also departed.

* A prayer book with a Yiddish translation, prevalent particularly

among women.
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Sar’l now began visiting nearby Heysin, the district
capital, from time to time; sometimes to buy something
she needed, sometimes to visit doctors. She imagined, as
women are wont to do, that she was ill. In that town
there was a certain quack doctor, who had a roving eye.
He philandered not just to satisfy his lusts but to have
some new conquest to boast of to his friends. Sar’l
decided to visit this doctor, having convinced herself that
no other doctor could do anything for her. Thus, of her
own volition, she walked into a trap. The doctor,
wearing a dark suit, was lcaning back casually in a chair
with his legs crossed. He grected her warmly as she
cntered, and told her to sit down opposite him and tell
him her symptoms. She spoke at length, while he, his
arms folded, did not take his eyes off her. He began to
feel her pulse; and the touch of hand on hand aroused
her. He told her to uncover her breast while he bent his
car to her flesh. He could hear her heart beating.

It was afternoon. No other patients were expected at the
doctor’s housc that day. Sar’l remained secated on the
bench, although she had begun to be a little afraid. She
sat there like a ewe before the shearer and did not object
when the doctor placed his hand on her shoulder. He
removed the kerchief from her head and ran his fingers
through her soft hair. A scttee stood by the wall, covered
with a rug of woven wool. The doctor suggested that his
guest should sit on it. An inward trembling scized her.
Hc got up and drew the curtain over the window, and
then approached the scttee like a priest drawing near the
altar. A pleasant shadow filled the room. The woman
tricd to get out of his clutches. He strove with her
powerfully and chided her, “Hush!” - — -

Evening was falling as a very disturbed Sar’l returned to
her hotel. She refused to cat or drink and went up to her
room. She sat down on her bed and thought of what she
had done. She had tasted the fruits of sin. On the
morrow she would have to return to her daughter and
her husband. She buried her face in the pillow.

A few days later the faint inklings of the thought began
to insinuate itself into Sar’l’s mind that she might be
pregnant. It turned out to be so. At first she concealed
the fact from her husband. But after a while she revealed
her condition to him. He was silent and did not answer.
He was doubtful and did not believe her. It was so long
since he had known her as his wife. — Israel was so busy
at that time with the pusiness of the shop. He haa tne
impression that sums of money were being stolen from
time to time according to his reckoning; and now this
additional trouble!

In the seventh month of her pregnancy Sar’l was seized
with violent pains such as she had never experienced
before. The Whole house trembled at the sound of her
shrieking. That night she gave birth to a male child. The
storm died away into stillness. The child lived for seven
days with his mother and on the eighth day he was
circumcised into the covenant of Abraham and was

callc
?he cabbalists say that when God in heaven is full of

anger with His people Israel and wants to destroy them
as a nation, then two of the seven angels of the Divine
Presence descend to earth and enter the house of a Jew
where a male child is being circumcised. They gather the
blood of the infant. They go back on high, enter the
shrine and show the blood of the circumcision to their
Master and immediately He is appeased. But in the
house of Israel, the son-in-law of Nathan-Neta, ‘““the seal
of the Lord had been falsified.”
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On the third day afier the circumcision, the child died.
Yet he lived on awhile in his father’s imagination. From
that time onward Israel’s character changed. When he
sat down to his meal he never spoke. Even in the shop he
was often so immersed in his thoughts that he did not
hear what the customers were saying. His wife was torn
out of his heart; yet she was married to him.

It happened once when he was sitting at the table with
members of his houschold that a glass bottle slipped out
of Sar’l's hand and was smashed. Never in his life had
Israel made a fuss over breakages in the house or
rcbuked his wife for them. On the contrary, he was as
submissive to her as a bound slave. This time he was in
a fury. His anger suddenly blazed up and he began to
curse and swear at her. Sar’l kept her mouth closed and
did not reply. She had no expericnce of these things.
Miriam sat there thunderstruck, as Israel went on
uttering foul curses at his wife. He stamped his feet, and
her silence fed his anger. Everything that had been pent
up for years within this ineffectual fellow’s tortured soul
now burst forth and found utterance.

Fixing his eyes on Sar’l he cried, “You gave birth to a
bastard. Your breasts suckled a bastard!”” He himself
was terrified at his own words. His rage suddenly
evaporated, like air out of a pricked balloon. Subdued
and broken he sat there on his chair, his head supported
on his hands, uttering, “Almighty God! What have I
done? What have I said now?”

Meanwhile Sar’l had risen from her seat and left the
room.

XXI

Days of gloom descended on the house. Sar’l left to visit
her sister and stayed there several weeks. She began
sleeping alone in the bedroom and they made up a bed
for Israel in the dining room. At that time Miriam began
to learn Russian and found that the study helped her

bear up.

Her tutor in the vernacular was a man with an angry,

pockmarked face. But he taught his subject with great
dedication. He bent his lanky frame, and sat with hands
folded, inclining his head to those who listened to his
instruction. In Ladyna they nicknamed him “Sheventy”
because he could not pronounce the letter “S” properly.
He had no sense of ‘the value of time. When he was
engaged in a lesson with his pupils he would never stop
of his own accord if they did not remind him that their
time had run out. He had never in his life eaten his
meals at regular times nor kept regular hours of sleep.
When he was pondering an idiomatic sentence he would
close his eyes, pick up the text-book from the table, think
over the difficult passage for a few minutes, then read a.
word aloud. Sometimes he would suddenly burst out
laughing for no apparent reason. He derived special
pleasure from walking about alone in his room, from one
wall to the other with his hands clasped behind his head.
He was a man of integrity who cared nothing about
money and could scarcely tell the difference between
taking and giving. Judaism was of little concern to him,
it gave little and lacked little. He recited the Psalms
without comprehending the meaning of the words. But
in Russian he knew the semantics, structure and com-
position of every word. When he was dictating the fables
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- of Krilov he did so with a kind of excited enthusiasm,

emphasising every separate line. When the moral had
been taught he felt a certain pang in his heart, likc a
man who has had his plate taken from the table while
his hunger was still unappeascd. It was said of him that
he never took a bath. His neck was as swarthy as a
gypsy’s. He wore the same clothes on Sabbath as on
weekdays and only changed his garments oncc in a blue
moon. The dust was never brushed from his shocs, let
alone the clay and mud.

Was he a widower or a bachelor? I did not know his
past. A rather dcaf aunt over sixty years old lived with
him and took care of his domestic needs. She also carned
a little by knitting stockings. Sometimes she scolded him,
but days could pass without a word passing between
them. Some fragments of recollection still lingered in her
mind. She had been married in her youth, but her
husband had deserted her. Mordecai was his name. Yes
surely it was Mordecai. — After a post office had been
opened in Ladyna, her brother’s son, he whom they
called ““Sheventy,” used to compose letters for people. At
this he was marvellous. At times he would write petitions
for people to the authorities. This he did for nothing or
next to nothing. He attended synagogue on Sabbaths
only. His soul was nourished on some torn volumes of an
almost obsolete Russian monthly periodical which had
made its way into his orbit by a kind of miracle. He
knew almost the whole of their contents by heart. It was
all the same to him: stories, general articles, conversation
pieces and memoirs. Only critiques were a closed book
to him. He would read something and not finish it, and
read the samc page over two or three times. The
Russians are a formidably brave people; and some of its
finest sons knew how to write such compositions. — — —
The bright sparks of light which emanated from his
pupil, enlighlencd the dark chaos of this
teacher. This was the first time that he perceived a new
dimension in the fables of Krilov and the articles in the
monthly. He used to teach all his pupils (there were not
many of them) most willingly. But with Miriam he could
sit and teach a whole day long without stopping. He did
not actually teach her but passed on to her as a kind of
inheritance somcthipg lofty and inspired. When the
lesson was over and he went home he could still feel her

radiance. She created a sort of afterglow in him. A new
thread entered the woof of his inner life, something he
had not previously possessed.

Miriam had already passed her twelfth birthday. She
was beginning to grow up and develop her own person-
ality. The sweetness of her face was incomparable. In the
integrit; of ‘her heart she realized the innate suffering in
that man, and the ﬁglincss of his body did not revolt her.
This teacher’s unusual name was actually Gedalyah and
in his pupil’s heart an inexplicable desire sprang up to
raise him from his lowly status and to cherish him.

She could not fathom v;'hy nature so distinguished one

human being from another and did not distribute its
talents with equal measure. She had seen an ox face to
face. Lions, leopards and bears she knew only from
books. The eagle soars in the highest heavens and the
frog croaks in the swampy water. In the world there are
lords and slaves. Old people wander, begging in the
streets, and men die before their time.
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XXII

It was the Sabbath before the Ninth of Av, which
commemorates the destruction of the Temple. Miriam’s
father brought home with him as a guest from the
synagogue, a poor blind man. The stranger’s clothes
were not in tatters. On the contrary, he gave the
impression of being a person of some dignity whom God
had afflicted so that he no longer saw the world. Miriam
looked at the stranger with wondering eyes. This was the
first time she had met a sightless person.

Her father, Isracl, pronounced the benediction over the
wine and let the guest partake of it as well. They washed
their hands for the meal and the Sabbath fare was
brought to the table: fish, soup, meat and stewed fruit.
The Sabbath candles glowed at the end of the table and
the white loaf gleamed. The blind man ate and drank
with refinement. No one spoke. Every one had his plate
in front of him. Miriam, who sat next to her weary
mother, kept looking at the guest. Israel had for some
time abandoned the practice of singing the Sabbath
table hymns, but he duly recited grace after meals.

The meal was over. The maid took away the dishes from
the table, Sar’l was no longer in the room; she had got
up and left. Israel took a book of the Prophets, opened it,
studied it awhile and closed it again. He was exhausted
from the week’s labours. He rubbed and blinked his
eyes. He had been sleeping in the bedroom again for
some time now. He also got up and went. Miriam was
left alone in the room with the guest. The maid entered,
spread a white sheet over the settee, placed a pillow and
eiderdown on it and went out. The guest was to sleep
there overnight. He got up from his seat and sat down
again. Miriam sat opposite him. The lights were not
shining for him, but he could feel that the room was not
empty. — The girl tried to make conversation and he
asked her her name. The conversation stopped again.
Tremors of fear and pity seized Miriam. The darkness
was only a curtain between living creatures. Were she
his daughter then she would lead the afflicted man on
his way and always help him. The heaven and the stars
were not for him to sec, but earth there was and it was
strewn with obstacles and in broad daylight his path was
hidden. The memory of the downtrodden teacher, who
only ycstcrdéy had taught her something new, was gone.
— Weighed dewn with her thoughts she left the room.
She undressed and lay down in her bed. A dreadful
thought crossed the room and touched the fringe of her
tender mind. The God who created the universe was
blind, and that was why things were so crooked in the

world He made.
She tossed in her bed from side to side. She sought some
cxplanation, even partial. She could not understand why
the Jews kept the Sabbath day and why they prayed to
an invisible and incomprehensible God. At midnight the
girl fell into a deep sleep and dreamt that she was
wandering on a lonely path. She lifted up her eyes and
saw an old man walking slowly towards her. He was

carrying a heavy burden and leaning on a staff. At first,
fear shook her very soul and she could not move. But she
summoned up her courage, and went up to him and
asked who he was. The ancient answered her saying, I
am a Hebrew and we are walking in exile!” The man

was her maternal great-grandfather.
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XXIII

Miriam was now thirteen. She was full of charm; no one
she met could take his eyes off her. When a person asked
her a question, her answer seemed to lift a burden from
him. She did not let her imagination run away with her
as most girls do, but grasped things by insight. Even
when she was silent, a shadow hovered over her. Some
traces of the sadness of the world touched her tender
soul, not with a shattering impact but with the kind of
fecling which is transmuted and buds into poetry.
Clouds carry the rain which brings fruitfulness to the
earth.

She began to read the Russian novelists and a new spirit
awoke in her. First she absorbed the sketches of Garshin
and she heard only a lyric note. There was no freedom,
but continuous seeking, summer and autumn interming-
led. Then a much greater novelist vouchsafed his gifts to
her, namely Iv_an

The world took on the appearance of a cultivated garden
where the dews of morning moisten every plant. One
beholds a radiance that does not dazzle. Everything
takes on size and shape. Nothing is lacking in all
existence. The road is paved, paved all the way, and you
know no obstacles. The eye sees and absorbs the beauty
inherent in everything; the ear hears echoes of a song.
There is no strife nor division despite the chasm between

- classes. Even poverty does not reveal the rod of its

wrath. Gladness 4nd compassion have together filled the
heart of the Creator as He sits on the birth-stool of His
universe. Like a gardener He embellishes His works and
perfects His plants every day. There is nothing novel in
creation; there are po upheavals from the depths of utter
chaos into the orbit of the world. All things perform and
fulfil their function and everything that exists serves its
fellow. How good and pleasant are the fields, the broad
plains and valleys of the earth. There is no tumult in the
cities, nor gloomy silence in the villages. Gaze alike on
prince and peasant, intellectual and ignoramus, souls
endowed with natural gifts and those born deficient!
There is a fence between them, but it is not an iron wall.
Tranquillity prevails over discord. There is no desolation
in the world, only some portions of the earth remain to
be cultivated.

Now you sleep and are aroused, slumber yet are awake.
Living things have double senses. Man, beast — each has
his own inheritance, and every creature both receives
and gives. There is not just borrowing and repaying but
also fertilization and understanding. Have you totally
despaired of your life? Very soon you will forsake sorrow.
We behold wickedness, tribulation, inequality and loss of
liberty — but all are only one step removed from the
threshold of redemption. If you have fallen, you shall
rise. There is no imperative requiring self-sacrifice.
There is no harsh demand for the yielding up of heart
and actions, only a feeling of a duty which comes by
itself, the stretching out of hand to hand.
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When a lad loves a lass and gives her all he has, behold
therc is Sabbath in the world. Nature celebrates its
major festival, but it also has the minor festivals and
ordinary days. The table is set and when the family sits
down to cat, then is the bread blessed. Even if the poor
man receives only the crumbs, even if he lets fall a tear,
the sun still shines for him. Murky waters become clear
and the clouded sky brightens again.

Miriam was gradually absorbing these dew-drops into
her soul. Perhaps even without the tales of this great
artist, something would have found its way into a corner
of her heart, and would have forced its way out one
stormy day. But the descriptions of Turgenev caused a
stream of light to suffuse body and mind. Warmth and
growth were infusing her from all sides. She, who was
reading the words of the novelist, was only one rose of
that rose-garden. The poet had kissed her on the mouth...

XXIV

Let me tell you something.

In the furthest street of Ladyna lived a fairly.well-to-do
widow named Serel. Her husband had been taken from
her before he reached his thirtieth year, leaving her an
only son. He was slightly hunchbacked, his head sat on

his shoulders. The youth was named Micah. He had
studied the Bible and had read the new Hebrew novels Love
of Zion and Guilt of Samaria. These had made such an
impact on his imagination that he continually sat and
sketched with a lead pencil upon paper. It was a
perpetual puzzle to the town, how such a strange
tendency had come to this lad. Even his mother at times
rebuked him for it although she cherished him and
highly esteemed everything he did. Serel had no relatives
or acquaintances in the city. Almost no one entered her
house. She sat at home and sewed linen for her own
needs and those of her son, or knitted stockings, and
behold — her grace pervaded the whole house. Her
husband had certainly forgotten all the concerns of this
world and dwelt somewhere in some corner in the upper
regions. But she had not forgotten him at all. Had they
not lived as one couple for a number of years, during
which she had looked on his face daily! They had eaten
and conversed together and he praised everything she
did.

Micah had seen Miriam several times and whenever he
did so he dwelt upon her beauty and charm. A daughter
of Zion straight out of Mapu’s poctry passed before him
in the street; and he was able to look at her and sate his
soul on her radiance. — Love is not just something in
books. It also occupies a place in the heart. From the
sced grows the flower; you kindle one candle and light
fills the whole house. .

So Micah began to draw the likeness of Miriam on a
sheet of paper, and a new spirit entered him. Every line
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and every mark was a part of her; her image was his
inspiration. From morning to cvening he sat and drew,
and even at night he necither slumbered nor slept. ‘He
saw in the air a likeness of a rainbow. Does a daughter of
Israel know what is hidden in him? Can her heart also
awaken? Were he not embarrassed, he would have
revealed his secret to his mother. Sometimes he thought
of composing words of adoration in Hebrew and sending
them secretly to Miriam. He haunted Israel’s house
waiting for the moment when the object of his heart’s
desire should go out so that he could follow her at a
distance. If only he could, just for a moment, touch her
hand. If only somconc would steal her three-cornered
kerchief and make it his own so that he could put it to
his lips. Not even the hand of a poet can adequately
describe the trembling of the soul when it comes into
contact with another soul and drinks with its companion
from one cup.

One Sabbath, Micah rose early in the morning and
began to chew the likcness of Miriam which he had
drawn, and swallowed the sheet of paper completely. He
had gone out of his mind. '

XXV

You go out of a door and enter by a door.

Outside everything is wide open. The soul is a prisoner
to the body and the body also is bound in fetters.
Nothing happens in isolation. One stone is placed on
another, and a whirlwind comes and carries them
away...

A rebbe* came to Ladyna, a type of guest not seen within
her gates for many years. At that time the government
forbade the members of saintly families to pay their
belicvers pastoral visits. Every tzaddik was confined to
his city of residence. Because of illness, this .particular
onc managed with difficulty to obtain permission to
travel to a clinic, travelling by way of Ladyna. The rebbe
was called Nathan, the Faster. He was of the House of
Mecnahem Mendel, one of the disciples of the maggid**,
He had three brothers who shared their father’s inheri-
tance. The eldest was humble and innocent. His follow-
ing consisted of all the hassidim who truly believed and
adhcered to the faith out of sincerity. The next brother
was alert and much more werldly. He had contact with
the richer and well-to-do hassidim, timber merchants and
brandy distillers. The youngest was a brilliant scholar.
He was associated with the rabbis, the shochets and
inspectors and others learned in the Torah. All that was
left over for Nathan was asceticism. He was illustrious
for his fasting and became known as one who only
partook of a small flask of water in the morning and
tasted a drop of milk in the evening. On Sabbath eve he
atc a small piece of bread and on Sabbath afternoon a
portion of salt herring served at the Third Meal. This

rebbe was a handsome man, of distinguished personality.
His speech was solemn and deliberate, his gaze clear and

candid.

* A title accorded to a hassidic rabbi.
** A title accorded to Ber of Mezeritz, a chosen pupil and successor of
the Baal Shem Tov, founder of Hassidism.
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When he arrived at Ladyna, some hassidim came out to
meet him. He descended from his carriage and paced a
few steps to the right and a few to the left continuing to
do so for half an hour. This was a strangely wonderful
phenomenon. He spent the Sabbath at Ladyna. The
people prayed with him at his lodgings and they
crowded round his table and harkened to his teaching.
On Sunday they began to encompass him with petitions
and consultations. Every evening he visited the homes of
the gencrous and the wealthy of the city to give them his
blessing in return for moncy. This procedure brought
him to the home of our Israel, despite the fact that he
was not a hassid at all. They had cleared the dining room
in his honour. The mistress of the house and her mother
also stood next to the rebbe’s chair. The mother had
changed her ways by that time. Miriam was also invited
to enter. She came in and stood at a distance. The
dignitary rose up from his chair and sought to place his
hand on her head and bless her. As he left he reminded
himself of a maiden who lived in the days of Shemhazai*
and thought, “May they place my nest also among the
stars...”

The next morning he left the town and ceased to glean
among the sheaves.

XXVI

I heard the sequel to the talc of that rebbe, and so it went:

While he was still a youth he felt an inclination in his

heart towards the feminine universc and was more

strongly drawn to the Shehina, the Merciful Mother, than

to the Father in Heaven who dwells in Arabot, the highest

hecaven. The world was certainly hermaphroditic, half
male and half female. The small luminary had once been

greater than her mother the sun. Eve took precedence

over primeval Adam. His imagination prompted him to

write a third book of the Zohar and in the hidden recesses

of his heart he prayed to the “faithful shepherd.”* The

heathens and even the tribes of Isracl originally bowed

down to the sun, but as for himself — he offered incense
to the moon... The god of the month was superior to the
god of the: Sabbath. Whoever was found worthy to
sanctify the face of the moon uncovered by cloud would
have cternity as his portion.

This rebbe’s worship of thc moon grew in intensity from
the time that he left Ladyna with the vision of the
maiden in his heart. On the cve of the new moon he
fasted as was his wont, confessed his sins, immersed
himself and kindled a candle in his room. Did not
women on that day purify themsclves of their menstrual
impurity and lust, to be loved by their husbands just as
this moon rencws hersclf. The day of the new moon was
made completely holy to the Lord by praises and
laudations. When the moon came out and revealed her
face, he wanted to unite himself with her as at a moment
of consummation. Would that he had blessed Miriam
and his hand had touched her hair, then the sun which
dispossessed his consort would have been confounded
and this would have been the beginning of the redemp-

tion.

* Name of a fallen angel in Hebrew legend, based on Gen. VI, 4.

* Onc of the later parts of the Zohar. Moscs is often called the “faithful

shepherd”.
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For the twelve months after this, Nathan the Faster sat
shut away in his room worshipping God in solitude,
devoting himself to an ancient goddess. The beadles
allowed no one to come to him...

XXVII

The soul of Michal, daughter of Saul, transmigrated into

a Hebrew maiden of the daughters of the city of Dashya

whose father had taught her the speech of her ancestors

and who read the chronicles of the Judges and the

ancient kings of Israel. She was betrothed to a youth

from a neighbouring town, called David. He was a

red-haired young man, handsome and also a Hebraist.

He took possession of her heart and she loved him. Her

ambition was that he should compose songs and psalms

and polish them verse by verse so that he could become

famous. She wrote him love letters in Hebrew and

concluded her words always with a rhyming couplet. His

soul clave unto her and this is not meant just metaphor-

ically. What did the Ruler of the universe do? He simply
cut off the life of this young man in the heyday of his

young manhood, for no reason. The maiden was shock-

ed. She would not release her betrothed from her grasp,

even though he were dead. She slipped out of her

father’s house by night and walked several miles to the

town of her betrothed to visit his grave. She cried aloud

to the God of all souls that He should restore the soul of
her beloved to him. At that moment the soul of Michal

entéred her. When morning came two souls dwelt in her.

She went about the streets of the town crying out, “I am

the daughter of a king.”

A dybbuk* had possessed her. Remedy and healing were

sought for her, but none could be found.

Her father was quite an-educated man and had ceased to

believe in superstition, but in his trouble he responded to

his wife who wanted him to take the afflicted girl to a

“redeemer of souls” and so he journcyed with her to the

fasting rebbe. — It was the period between Passover and

Pentecost. The beadles tried to shut out these seckers of
salvation too. A voice was heard knocking on the door
from within the room saying, ‘“Tomorrow is New Moon.
Let the daughter of Saul wait among my assembly till
the renewal of the moon.”

The incident came to be regarded as a miracle.

The night of the sanctification of the new moon arrived;
heralding its return to its position of former glory... a
faithful worker whose labour was true. A power of the
obstructive supernatural forces was discerned. The"
children of Israel were dancing with threefold leaps
according to the three attributes: foundation, glory and
eternity.

The rebbe, swathed in his robe, stood with his acolytes:
and gave praise to the moon. The “cnlightened” father
and his afflicted daughter stood nearby. The maiden was
clad in white, her face like the face of the moon.

“Blessed be He who formed you!

Blessed be He who made you!

Blessed be He who possesses you!”

The hand of the tzaddik grasped the hand of Michal and
he danced with her as though a spirit had been fused with
another spirit. The small group of worshippers were
stricken as silent as stones when they beheld this sight.

* A dead soul.
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XXVIII

Now to return from the holy to the profane.

The son of a Polish nobleman used, from time to time, to
visit the shop of our Israel. The name of this aristocrat
was Vladislav Dombrowsky. He belonged to the con-
querors of the fair land of the Ukraine, the people who
had reducéd masses of peasants to serfdom. God had
made one percent of the inhabitants of these provinces
lords and ninety-nine percent serfs. In poverty they
served the overlords and great landowners on the very
soil they had taken from them. They enjoyed the good
things of the world, every luxury that man could desire,
while the serfs had only a linen smock to cover their
flesh, hard crusts of bread to eat earned by the sweat of
their brows. You toil from dawn to dusk, the only voice
you hear is that of the taskmaster, your children are
servants from the day of their youth, your daughters are
despised scullions. When a virgin is married the lord of
the manor has the jus primae noctis. The finest portion
goes to these genteel hands; the priests get the fat while
the dogs and the herdsmen and shepherds gnaw the
bones.

Vladislav was rotten with vice. Between the age of
twenty and thirty he gave himself over to raging lusts.
Even when he slept in drunken stupor he dug his toes
between the breasts of a whore who acquiesced to every
perversion. He was completely intemperate. He gorman-
dised until he vomited. In the heat of the day, he
galloped like a madman over the broad acres of his

_estatc on his black stallion, and as he returned to his

palace he hit out savagely with his stick and whipped
everyone he encountered. His favourite dog ate and
drank with him. He sct him on to everyone who passed
by; and when he rested he taught him to play dice with
him. He would dance with his maidservants by moon-
light and bitc them till blood flowed from their necks. He
paid no attention to the value of money. If he borrowed
twenty thousand rubles he might give a promissory note
which could amount to two or three times the sum. He
never reckoned up his debts and had no idea of his
income. He might over-pay a hundred-fold for a trifling
article. He had no respect for Jews. The sons of the
covenant had but one purpose in life as far as he was
concerned. That was to servé his purpose and fulfil his
every will and command.

After his thirtieth year his strength ebbed. When he was
filled with energy he might tie the tails of two horses -
together. Or he would pile chair on chair; two, three,
four or five until the pyramid reached the ceiling. Then
he would topple the column with a thundering crash. He
was married to the daughter of one of the greatest
families in the land, a woman as beautiful as Tirzah. He
ill-treated her and never ate his meals with her. But the
description of the tribulations suffered by the prisoners
of these lofty halls I shall leave to the novelists of their
own people.
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XXIX

It was Friday morning, Ladyna shook itself out of the
slough of commerce and her sons and daughters began
to prepare themselves for the day of rest. The God of the
earth was calling his children below to the feast in an
alien land. l-ic still had on high His ministers and angels
with their spreading wings, but there are also the sons of
Satan who crouch in ambush. The fashioners of darkness
continually rise up before the Creator of light and each
one shakes the trees of creation until their leaves fall and
their boughs are broken. The universal day of rest
struggles with the holy day for worker and labourer.
This Jew here, this Israclite there, the survivors of those
who escaped from Babylon and Spain, wake in the
morning in a land drenched with the blood of the days of
Bogdan, the arch-persccutor of the Jews and Poles. On
the day of the commandment and the covenant, they are
rcmembered, as is written in the Book. They clean the
walls of the rooms, they clean the floors and plaster them
ancw. There is not a utensil which is not washed, not a
spoon nor fork nor knifec from which the rust is not
rcmoved until it shines. The stove burns and cooks for
two days. The air is redolent with the odours of fish and
roast mecat. The white Sabbath loaves are laid ncatly in
rows as in the days when the shewbread was laid before
the altar. Jews run about the strects buying fruit and
cherrics. Boys carry bottles of wine in their hands. A
galloping horsc cnters through one gate and leaves
through another raising a cloud of dust. He has not becn
given undcrstanding, knowledge and discernment like
the sons of men who obey their gods. Tomorrow they
shall surcly proclaim:

“Thou art Holy and Thy Namec is Holy,

Thou art Onc and Thy Name is One.”

Who should not have cnjoyment and who should not
rest?

Vladislav stands at the entrance of Isracl’s shop with a
parccl of white linen wrapped in green paper under his
arm. He turns round to say somecthing to the Jewish
shopkeeper when, behold, his daughter is scen in the
doorway in all her splendid beauty. Without thinking,
the nobleman re-enters the shop. A mighty stream flows
out, the materials, the varieties of wool and the silks
sprcad out and become a sea of colours billowing like
waves. A subdued mclody 1s heard, perceived only by
the sixth sense. The nobleman is rapt in a waking
dream. If the daughter of Jerusalem were given to him in
her bridal radiance, he would then proclaim, *“Thy
people will be my people”” — and would proceed to deny
the son of God.

That night Dombrowsky knocked on the door of his
wife’s room and found her sitting in her chair like a
silent queen. He bent down and fell before her and
kissed the soles of her feet.
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The county seat of the nobleman was in the village of
Zarkov. There glittered his luxurious palace in which
preparations were in hand for a festive day to be held,
for reasons unknown. Dombrowsky gave orders to repair
the bridge, to fix the roads, clean the courtyards, plaster
the houses, cover the roofs and mend the broken fences.
The church* was repainted blue and its pillars trans-
formed to a marble white. Even the gravcyafd at the end
of the village was cleared of the brambles and thorns
which had proliferated there. The tombstones which had
fallen were set straight, and the broken crosses were
repaired. The villagers, their wives and children were
ordered to wash the dirt off their feet and to sew up and
fix every tear in their clothes. The girls combed their
hair, braided it into plaits into which they wove flowers
and green leaves. It was harvest time. The Lord of
Nature was not ungenerous and He too said to the tillers
of the soil, “Live on what you have. I shall take from
you neither tithe nor offering. I am sharing with you and
in your festivals.”

The gentry of the entire district were invited to dine with
Dombrowsky. The carriages harnessed to double teams
of horses galloped along. On the flagstaffs at the gate of
the palace flew the flags of Poland and Russia. Here
were no restrictive laws. Priests of the Church dined side
by side with local officials. On the great stonepaved
courtyard in front of the broad steps of the palace sat the
lords and ladies engaged in conversation. Servants and
waiters, clad in uniforms with glittering buttons, ran
back and forth to every corner. Foods and declicacies,
royal canapés. Get recady! Tonight wine will flow like
water.

Dombrowsky’s wife was seated on a beautiful chair, like
a bride on her wedding day with her maids about her.
On her face was an expression of mystificd wonder. The
palace had a high tower up which the lord of the manor
climbed stealthily. He stood on the parapet and looked
down on the world spread out below. He threw himself
down. Panic and terror! Fear congealed the hearts of all
assembled there. I shall not delay the reader with an

explanation of the incident...

XXXI

It was a cloudy day. The bowl of the firmament over
Ladyna was like a dish with its cdge broken. Drops of
rain fell and stopped. A brecze blew and rattled the
window shutters. The goats were too lazy to go out to
pasture and nibbled at the eaves of the thatched roofs.
Dogs were sniffing after boncs, hens pecking on refuse
hcaps. God was not feeding and sustaining all his
crecatures. His prophets spoke falsely of him.
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Miriam rose and went upstairs to her mother’s room. It
was now hers. She sat on a low scat by the window and
touched the sill with her brow. Her heart was troubled,
she did not know why. She thought of her grandmother,
of her father, and of her mother who was due to return
home shortly from her travels and she just could not
summon up the strength to meet her. Even human
innocence needs to scck a path. Were her mother’s father
alive this was onc of the times when she would know
how to talk things over with him I The people to whom
shc belonged prayed evening and morning, they
observed the ordinances of their religion, but yet in
another language. Her own father praised the Prophets,
Isaiah, Hosca. Her grandmother read the Psalms and
murmured f)raycrs of supplication; while her own
mother had no desire for such exercises and she herself
had no contact at all with them. The Jews were shop-
keepers; they bought and sold, sold and bought, but had

no courage, as the Russians had. Here you are drinking
water out of a cask while just outside the town natural
water flows... There are forests and streams, hills rearing
their lofty peaks over the land and broad steppes, fishes
inhabiting the depths of the lake and birds flying in the
air. But her people knew only the confines of their

houses, they understood no measure except that of the
market place and the shop. She rose from her seat and

sat on the corner of her bed. She had no real companion;
Ladyna was so empty. Tear-drops fell from her eyes...
The cloud enshrouded her also..c..J

XXXII

A demon began to stalk abroad the places of Ladyna
and its presence was clearly sensed. Sleek cows ceased to
yield milk though their udders were full of it. The goat
which belonged to the local rabbi got his horns stuck in
the wall and could not extricate them. Every morning
the doors of the ark* were found open, as though they
had been opened by themselves. The congregation
assembled in the synagogue for the beginning of the
Sabbath. They turned around to welcome the Sabbath
bride and a kind of sledge-hammer began to knock on
the door. The cantor wanted to cry “God rebuke thee
Satan” but his voice stuck in his throat. And behold yet
another miracle, on the doors of our hero Israel’s shop,
people distinctly saw with their own eyes a cross scratch-
ed out with burning coal. When they rubbed it out on
one day, it appeared again on the morrow. Three
pregnant women in Ladyna miscarried one after the
other. The wife of the beadle gave birth to a male child
who had six toes on his right foot. No one dared go out
of the house at night alone. People checked the mezuz-
zot* on their doorposts and their ritual fringes. Im-
mediately after the morning ablution on waking, the
slops were poured out. No black hens were ritually
slaughtered; the gizzard was not slit open with a knife,
but by hand. No man spat on the ground; only in a
handkerchief. In bricf every precaution was taken
against the Sword of Satan and all his minions...

* The ark in the synagogue in which the Torah scrolls are kept.

* Tiny scrolls containing prayers fastened to the doorposts of every
Jewish house.
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Even in the nearby village of Zarkov, the demon thun-
dered. Though the wind was not blowing the trees were
swaying and bending their tops. Now and again the
church bell came off the rope and fell down. The oxen
gored and the cows lowed for no reason. A dog and goat
copulated. Lambs rolled in the dirt; horses stood trans-
fixed. A rainbow appeared in the clouds and the ghost of
the dead nobleman began to dance in the air.

Miriam dreamed once that a man was knocking on her
window and crying, “Open for me, daughter of the
Hebrews.*You are beautiful in appearance and my soul
desires you.” Next morning there was a sign of the cross
on the window of her room: a mysterious, horrifying
thing.

[4]

XXXIII

A replenishment meal for the dead. Once a year the
peasants used to hold a night feast in their cemetery.
Man and wife would take dishes full of potatoes cooked
in oil in one hand, and loaves of bread and bottles of
spirits in the other and go up to the meeting place to
feast with the congregation. When the sun had sct and
the world had covered its face and dreamed restful
dreams — the bclievers in Jesus sat in the grass with their
legs crossed before the rows of graves, making the sign of
the cross according to the manner of the dominant
Orthodox faith. They dipped their bread in salt and
chewed the delicacies set before them according to the
ancient custom. To begin with they ate soberly, inclining
their heads as though listening to a voice calling them
from afar. Then they began eating solidly and ingested
with complete bodily devotion. There was no link here to
connect them to the toil in the field or the house. The
cows were not lowing, the horse was not neighing, the
dogs were not barking, nor were the hens scratching in
the garbage heap. Their master had gone down below
clothed in the flesh and had gone up to the Father and
become one with the Spirit and they the true believers
were his inhaitance aii over the land...

They raised their eyes and beheld a caravan of pilgrims
going by on the highway which passed close by the
cemetery. Every man carried his bundle and a pair of
shoes on his shoulder. Their hair, uncovered, blew in the
wind. Their faces were burnt by the sun and their eyes
protruded from spiritual and bodily exhaustion. These
true brethren had been on their way from distant
villages for weeks and months en route to the dwelling
place of their Saviour in the land of the Hebrews, to pass A
one night close by where he had lived and to kiss his
grave. Happy is the man who has this privilege once in a
lifetime and does not die on the way.
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XXXIV

When a Jew is at his last gasp and is clearly dying, the
men of the Hevra Kadisha hasten to stand by him as his
soul departs. When he breathes his last they place a
feather on the nose of the departed. If it does not move,
then they know that the soul has gone back whence it
came and the body is ready for burial. They remove his
garments, wash and purify him according to the religious
rites, wrap him in the shrouds which have been hastily
sewn together, lay him on the ground, cover him with a
blanket and light two candles at his head. They recite
selections from Ma’avar Jabbok. The bereaved make rents
in their clothing to fulfill the requirements of Jewish law
while the women of the neighbourhood weep and wail.
In the meantime they dig a grave for the deceased, fix
the bier with ropes and carry the corpse off to the last
meeting place of all creatures. The distinction between
rich and poor is the number of those participating in the
funeral procession. A man of wealth and power and even
a house-holder receives certain honour. This is not the
lot of the masses. Those who are called to recitc the
Torah maybe only once in a whole year, are buried with
a small funeral procession. — But what happens to the
peasants is quite different. When one of the Christian
community dies, even if he were of the lower class, he is
buried in splendour before a large crowd. They place the
corpse in a coffin, which is borne on a black hearse
harnessed to horses with black trappings. Before and
bechind go processions carrying flags and crosses, row
after row of them. Acolytes of the priesthood follow
slowly, carrying bowls; after them comes the local priest,
clad in his golden sacerdotal robes and flanked by his
two assistants on his right and left. They chant and a
large crowd follows bchind the hearse, men walking
beside the women, boys with girls. A member of the
community has died, the whole village from the highest
to the lowest participates in the burial. _
Sar’l looked through the window as one of the peasants
was borne to the grave with all this pomp. The church
bells were ringing, the procession wound on its way, the
robes of the priest glittered in the sunlight as he walked
with quiet dignity. Of the Bible Sar’l was totally ignor-
ant, nor did she know of the priesthood and their
functions in the Temple. Nevertheless, at this spectacle
something stirred vitally within her. She was just a
shopkeeper’s wife and her heart was moved. There is a
gate to the city, a window to the house, the sun shines

and bursts through the clouds...

XXXV

The Christian priest of the Ladyna congregation and its
pcasants was a tall man, readily recognizable at a
distance by his long robe, his wide sleeves, his round
mitre and his hair that flowed down behind it. A gold
cross hung from his neck. His hands were clean and very
white. He was said to be the son of one of the dukes of
Poland by a simple maidservant. He was an agreeable
personality and ministered in his church and sang the
hymns in a melodious voice. Outside he enjoyed life to
the full. He had a rich field, a fine orange grove and
benefited from many gifts brought him by his flock.
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Every peasant’s daughter who came to visit him kissed
his hand. The wife he had married as a young man had
died of tuberculosis some time ago and by the law of the
Church he was forbidden to remarry. But the women
who worked on his estate were his concubines during the
course of the year. Flesh does not sin with flesh.

When the bell is heard from the tower of a Christian
church at the end of the village, all the peasants know
they are being called to the service of their Saviour, who
is God. The Jewish people have another God, the Lord
of Hosts is His name who dwells in Heaven. The women
of Israel go month by month to the ritual baths and
return home robed modestly like captives of the sword.
Every day of the week and on festivals the farmers’
daughters dance barefoot and with flowers in their hair
in the field facing the tavern until the heart swoons at
the sight of them.

Once the priest was sitting at the edge of his field
towards evening when he saw a Jewess emerging from a
pond of water — the ritual baths had been temporarily
declared unfit at that time. His heart trembled within
him. He had never given much thought to the actual
nature of the two religions. He had only heard from his
teacher in the seminary that the people of Israel were
children of an accursed tribe. He was ‘acquainted with
only a few verses from the Gospels in the Old Siavic
language. And he had almost forgotten these.

The next day he came to Israel’s shop, Israel being an
old acquaintance, to buy a length of cloth for his servant
woman to make a smock. He also intended to ask Israel
something about the laws of the Jews. Israel had gone off
to the district capital and only Sar’l was sitting there
with a red kerchief on her head. Her cheeks were red.
She invited the priest to sit down. He leant on his elbows
staring at her. Their eyes met...

-

XXXVI

Dvorele was not yet sixty years of age, but she had
already settled her accounts. The world is dumb as well
as deaf, but God is great and His attributes are un-
fathomable. Generation tells generation, the fathers
dwell in cternity and you too will very soon be taken
away from the prayer book. A woman’s lot is miserable
in the world, who kiuiows her fatc in heaven?

When meeting her husband again she would not tell him
what had taken place here on earth. Things were not as
one would wish between Sar’l and her husband... She
cherished her granddaughter Miriam like the apple of
her eye, but was fearful for her... The soul had wings. She
knew nothing of the holy tongue and the Russian books
contained no knowledge of the Lord. Her very flesh
pained her because our father Abraham was the son of
Terah, and Isaac his son had sired Edom. She would
make no deals with Satan, but would confess her sins
and transgressions and would not plead with the Angel
of Death by saying, ‘“Hold your hand!”...

She became ill and took to the bed from which no person
descends again to have and to hold. With a quiet mind
she prayed to the Father of All. When they brought her
a bowl of hot soup, she sipped a little, making a secret
blessing. He daughter sat beside her and looked after
her. The curtain over the window shut out the outside
world. Dvorele took Sar’l’s hand and the hands spoke to
each other, *Be faithful to your husband and don’t upset
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me in my grave.” Tears streamied down the daughter’s
cheeks. ]

“I have no life here on earth,” she wanted to cry out
loud. “I have no life here, no life!”

At that moment Israel appeared in the doorway and
asked how the sick woman was feeling. Miriam too,
crept into the room quietly and leaned over the side of
the bed.

“Come near, my darling,” she murmured, “Let me
touch you.”

Miriam drew close to her grandmother and bowed her
head down in reverence. The clock struck the hour of
six. The day was declining to its rest and took with it a
soul. There was weeping in the room. Israel ran out to
call those who minister to the dead and the living.

XXXVII

Prayers were held in Isracl’s house during the seven
days of mourning. The shop was closed. The beggars
came to solicit alms. The rabbi came with his beadle and
offered the usual words of consolation to the mistress of
the house. Although he was not the actual son of the
deceased, Israel took the ancient book of Job out of his
bookcase and began to read it, without really compre-
hending it properly. It had lofty and awesome expres-
sions from a world which was strange to the Hebrews,
and the time was not suited to absorbing them. By
contrast the mourner’s kaddish was a kind of praise. A
man begins to read his prayer book in the morning and
in the evening he repeats prayers which he says together
with all the congregation.

Miriam went from room to room, looking for she knew
not what. The heavens are low and the earth is deep.
She had not accompanied her grandmother to the cemet-
ery and had not yet seen she’ol, the grave of man who is
made of flesh and skin, who moves about, talks, and
afterwards is silent... The old well-worn armchair, and
the bed still stood in her grandmother’s room; her
clothes still hung on the peg, and dcath hid its face. The
threads of life were broken and an old rope just lay there
in the corner of the kitchen.

Peoplc were going about outside; smoke spiraled up from
the chimneys. If she were asked anything she would not
know what to answer. She began looking at Lermontov’s
poems and her disheartened spirit forged a way for her.
The words gave her soul a prospect. She conversed and
prayed in poetic language and in her soul she crossed the
abyss. Man has ears and he hcars, laments and sings.
Now come and see. When the thirty days of mourning
were over, the city’s matchmaker bethought himself —
what the connection was I do not know — of visiting
Israel and proposing a worthy match from a nearby
town for his lovély daughter. He had in stock a young
man of excellent family. He was enlightened, intelligent
and could speak the vernacular.
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XXXVIII

Miriam had four friends of her age; Hemda, Gittel,
Malka and Milka. They were the daughters of the most
prominent men of the city whose names we have men-
tioned. Hemda was the daughter of Simon the
moneylender, Gittel of Menashe the leaseholder, while
Malka and Milka were twins born to Mordecai the
ironmonger by his second wife, who was an unsullied
maiden when he married her.

The lovely twins also learned Russian from “Sheventy,”
but they had not developed a taste for literature. The
world is alive only when the sun comes out, and at its
setting everything is hidden. Jealousy reignéd between
them. Malka was already betrothed to a young man with
a keen command of the Torah while Milka’s match was
still being negotiated. On the one hand a real
bridegroom and on the other a bridegroom not yet in
sight.

Gittel was a tall girl, whose personality always sparkled.
Not a day passed when she did not visit her girlfriends.
She was dissatisfied but were she given a husband, she
would not love him. For her men were of two kinds, the
old and the immature. Once she sat alone in her room
staring out of the window and saw a dog running after a
bitch. — She got up and stood in the doorway as two
young men of the neighbourhood passed by and stared
at her. She went into the kitchen and bowed her head on
the shoulder of the pale, gentile servant girl and cried,
“Yarina, Yarina, you are not a daughter of my people
and I am not a daughter of yours, and the land is a
paradisc...” I don’t know how the matter arose but from
that time on they talked strangely about her...

Hemda was a red-headed girl with a somewhat pointed
nose, but her eyes were out of this world. She understood
nothing of the Jewish people. Her father’s ways were
strange to her. She railed at Providence at times for
having given her a moneylender for a father. The Lord is
a God of knowledge and he distinguishes between him
who gives and him who takes. The evening meant more
to her than the day. A voice called in her ear at times
and she did not know whence it came.

She happened to go on a journey once to her mother’s
family in a city in Bessarabia. There she saw different
people and different ways. She remained with her rela-
tives long after the time planned for her return to her
father’s home had passed... They pressed her to say why
she did not want to go back and she burst into tears. At
that time she was about fifteen. The reason for her
refusal to return became known in Ladyna and they
were astounded. Simon too was very upset and said,
“That I have come to this!” For several Sabbaths in
succession he did not go to synagogue.

XXXIX

It was Sunday. Men were standing in small groups

around the house of Yossi the Hassid, Israel’s competitor,
and talking to one another. The doors of the shop were

closed that day, and according to the report, government
officials had gone in there. Some rumoured that Yossi
had gone bankrupt; that his creditors claimed more than
his stocks were worth and were trying to have his assets
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distrained. One skinny bystander opined that the shop-
keeper had been dealing in stolen or contraband goods
that had been smuggled over the border without pay-
ment of customs duty. The Jew goes through fire and
water to win his livelihood and imperils his life to sustain
his household with dignity. Yossi was an affluent man
but his expenses were heavy. He was the first to outbid
others when synagogue honours were auctioned. He
supported the hassidim. When he went to visit the rebbe he
was accompanied by a whole train of toadies who went
along at his expense. God’s is the victory. Whosoever
does not get drunk at every religious feasting and does
not imbibe in full measure at the conclusion of the
Sabbath, is not a God-fearing man and does not love
Him.r]_c;ssc, the father of David, cast his glance upon his
servant girl. The lass told her mistress who procceded to
adorn herself so that her husband came in unto her.
Thus the sweet singer in Israel was born with strange
premeditation and because of this his eye was dark with
anger all his life.|Now this is what happened to our
Yossi. His wifc'ﬁ!e him a male child and they hired a
young woman to wet-nurse him. She was attractive and
went with her neck bare all day. Yossi, who was a man
of forty, talkative among his circle, at times envied his
month-old infant. There is no known bound to man’s
lust. Once the nurse bared her full breast in his presence.
There was no one else in the room. He drew near to her
and pressed her breasts together. His lust burned in him
and no living form appeared at the window to protest. —
What did the nurse do? Shortly afterward she took some
of her mistress’s jewellery and hid it among her own
things. When her theft was discovered she revealed the
whole matter and there was a scandal in the house. That
day the shop did not open and two officials came to
investigate and take evidence. The chest was open in
front of them in which had laid the pearls, earrings and
rings. One official was writing notes in a pad and
perspiring. The other was whispering to the maid-
servant. The mistress of the house was silent. Yossi was
standing by the window, his fringes fluttering, and he
was looking around as though seeking a cave in which to

hide himself from utter shame.
At that time Israel stood in his shop which was bare of

customers and thought about his competitor’s wife. He
hated Yossi in his heart and openly, but at the same
time he rccognized that Yossi’s wife was pure of heart
and different from his own. With the other he might
have lived a tranquil life free from nagging. Why had
Sar’l become his wife and why had Yossi deserved his
fate? The God of knowledge plans His works for His own

purposes.

XL

There was a man in Ladynacalled Nathan Ben Abba.
He was one of the conceited fops of the city. He always
dressed in fine fashion and habitually made fun of
dcvout, orthodox Jews. During Divine Service he would
stand in the yard speaking light-hecartedly even during
the most solemn prayers. On Simhat Torah* when women
camec inside the synagogue proper to see the processions
with the scrolls of the Torah, he would deliberately stand
near them and jest with them in front of everyone. Man

* The Rejoicing of the Law, the concluding day of the Feast of
Tabernacles.
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has eyes, and his heart lusts. Nathan had a wife whom
he did not love, who had borne him two ‘daughters
named Hava and Pnina. Hava, the elder, helped in the
house. She was known outside only to her female
neighbours. Her sister Pnina was much more attractive
and a redhead. She was to be seen sometimes in this
street and sometimes in that, and used to carry on with
the boys. At night she could be seen whispering with the
local officials. Nathan was very strict about this and beat
her with a strap whenever she came home too late.

A generation ago there lived in the city a man learned in
the Torah who began having doubts about matters of
faith and finished up by breaking all bounds. Usually
one does not have to look far for those who commit petty
offences and even serious ones furtively. There is no

community without blemish and in the heavenly book of
sins arc written at times deeds and happenings which

the plain reader could never even imagine. But that a
Jewish girl should run wild, leave her father’s house, to
dwell among gentiles, disgracing her people and family
was unheard of in that town. When a woman abjures her
faith they force her to go far away and there she can
return to the bosom of Judaism. But what can you do
with one who has sullied her honour and then sought the
protection of officialdom?

In Ladyna there was a cantor whose voice had dried up
and who had vacated his post for another. The retired
cantor had a son of over twenty. He was an enthusiastic,
hot-blooded young man. He was betrothed to a young
woman from another town, and was eagerly counting the
days and months to his wedding day. Once the young
man was walking aimlessly down that street when Pnina
saw him and decided to take him to bed with her. (OR
how he was beguiled! — He returned to his father’s
house, upset and remorseful. He climbed up to the loft
and hid himself in the heaps of straw. They searched for
him for three days and three nights and on the fourth
day they found him, choked to death.

) XLI

In those days Arcady Gavrilov stooped to an even lower
level. He was dismissed from his post in the prison and
became the scrivener in the Jewish section of the muni-
cipal offices. There he “resurrected” people inscribed as
deceased in the registers and ‘“‘gave birth” to twenty-
year-old sons for men who had no children. On Sabbaths
he came to the chairman of the Jewish representative
council to eat fish and enjoy the pleasures of the Jewish
table. Once his hat was blown away by the wind. He
could not find it and he went for a number of weeks with
his hair wildly dishevelled. There were days when he did
not earn a single copeck and his stomach had nothing to

‘do. On the contrary, if a rouble chanced his way, he ran

quickly to the tavern and spent it on a bottle of brandy
mixed with water. He would add pepper to every
glassful to make it taste stronger. A man and his glass
are always faithful companions. Why should 'you speak
untruths about life and its tumults? If he slept, snatches
of dreams rose up in his mind to confuse him. — He had
a mother but never knew his father. The world revolves
on its axis. You count, one, two, three, four and so on;
you stop and shake your head. God is Satan’s com-
panion!
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Sometimes at twilight his soul just shrank within him

and the loneliness of life was just too much for him.
Nature favours no individual and affords no special gifts
to its selected friends. If you boast about your lot you are
just talking lies.

Arcady sat for forty-eight hours on the doorstep of
Pnina’s lndging, begging in vain for admission to the
Jewish prostitute. He rapped on the window, banged
savagely on the door, and even entertained the idea of
getting into her room by going down the chimney. He
begged and pleaded, spread himself out on the kerb and
banged the stones with his shoes. He wanted to talk with
the Jewess, to kiss her, to take hold of her red hair and
leap with her into the air. There are no restraints or
limits in the world. Desire is a serpent and knows
nothing of Hell or the fear of Hell.

On the morning of the third day, the girl got up, opened
the door and thought to arouse the sleeping man and
give him some milk to drink. She drew near him, shook
him violently, but there was no response. His heart had
failed and he never got to lie with her.

XLII

From the tragic to the trivial.

Naphtali-Menahem, the proprietor of the general store
whom we reckoned as one of the seven most wealthy and
powerful men of Ladyna, had a spoiled only son. His
father had taught him Torah and worldly matters and
educated him in the way of affluence. When he was
eighteen, a match was arranged for him with an orphan
girl from Kishinev. She had a legacy of a few thousand
roubles from her father, and could speak Russian. She
was not especially beautiful, but nature had endowed
her with lovely blonde hair which was worth seeing.

It is the accepted custom that the bridegroom should

travel to the bride’s place of residence for the wedding.
But since the bride had neither father nor mother,

Naphtali decided to celebrate the nuptials in Ladyna
and made the necessary preparations for the bride as
well as the groom. A wealthy man in the town who is
marrying off his only son and who is also duty-bound to
gladden the heart of an orphan girl, must certainly be
lavish in his spending and make a wedding on a royal
scale. He also must show his peers that he is able and
willing to keep up with them. Everyone must know that
Naphtali-Menahem is Naphtali-Menahem, who did not
Just know how to garner copeck to copeck, but also to
spend hundreds and thousands grandly. I am not ex-
aggerating. The town was happy and agog; there was
dancing, feasting, itinerant musicians played. Gifts were
given to the poof. They went out to meet the bride in
carriages harnessed to spirited horses, giving her a royal
welcome. The daughter of Kishinev would know that in
Ladyna too they knew how to live on a grand scale.
People hurried from all directions to witness her arrival.
They made accommodation available for her with Mor-
decai, the ironmonger. There was a fence around his
house on which the youngsters climbed to peep through
the windows. They were unavoidably absent from heder
that day.

And now just imagine. The bride would not agree under
any inducement to cut off her hair when they came to
cover her face for the wedding. Her mother-in-law was
utterly dumbfounded.
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“You arc a Jewish girl, are you not? How can you have
no pity for us and spoil our joy?”

The bride did not relent. She just would not cut off }
crowning glory.

I shall not relate the end of the story.

XLIII

I have already mentioned Jonathan the miller as onc of
the seven mainstays of Ladyna. When he was advanced
in years and had no heir, he was ousted from his tenancy
of the mill by a new lessee who offered to pay a higher
rent and so came to dwell in his neighbour’s property. —
The new lessee was called Isaac Lippowitz. He was tall,
sallow and bearded. Aaron-Jonah, his brother-in-law,
was his second-in-command. He was a faithful, reticent
type, and one could detect a kind of shadow brooding
over his face. Two sisters, not cqually attractive in
appearance, were the wives of the lessee and his aide.
Each had been married to the sister of his choice, but the
lessee came and interchanged the beds. — The brother-
in-law knew about it but kept it deep down within him
for a long, long time.

The strange union was not hidden from the people of
Ladyna who passed the information on from one to the
other. Isaac Lippowitz tried to gain a foothold in his new
place of residence. He contributed generously to the
needs of the community and knew well how to achieve
dignity and respect in the sight of the congregation. He

stood by the town’s millers much more than had his
predecessor. He was not a hard taskmaster, but neither

did he play favourites and no one lingered long in his
room. In the synagogue he used to pray with his face to
the wall, while his brother-in-law occupied the adjoining
seat. He was not an intimate of the town rabbi. He gave
him his due of flour as fixed by the terms of his lease. He
observed the custom and followed the manners of the
town.

It happened that the wife of his brother-in-law became
ill with a mortal sickness and now all the townsfolk
could see clearly for themselves how devoted he was to
her. Every day carriages brought doctors from afar. At
his command they clamoured to God in the synagogue.
He gave charity for her sake and he was glued to the sick
woman’s room all the time, watching every slightest
movement as she lay there. When heart is so attached to
heart it knows no rest and he resisted anyone who came
and tried to separate him from her. At that time
Aaron-Jonah was distraught. He had made numerous
errors in his accounts and at times was seized with an
overpowering urge to take the thick ledger bound in
rough leather and bring it down on the crown of his
brother-in-law’s head. Here is someone who is your own,
and along comes the devil and takes her to himself in
your very presence, in life and in death. The disgrace of
the sick woman’s sister I shall not try to tell. She was not
well-favoured and her thin frame became increasingly
emaciated from year to year. But the soul is not some-
thing made of lime and stone. When the doctor said
there was no hope, the lessee was unable to restrain
himself and burst into tears in front of everybody. His

wife stood at a distance like one utterly stunned.
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It was a dark night. The people of Ladyna slept in their
beds, with big pillows under their heads and thick
eiderdowns to cover them over. In the valley of sleep
worries cease, there is no religious observance, and the
God of Canaan, too, slumbers for there is nothing to do
or sec. And then choking smoke roused one of the
sleepers from his bed of slumber. A strange cry was
heard outside, “Fire! Fire is burning down the houses!
Hurry! Get out of your beds!”

Doors burst open, men sprang out of their rooms with
only their night-shirts covering their bodies. Raging
flames in all corners of the town. The conflagration
began in the house of the lessee of the mill, and a hot
wind bore the sparks into the city so that a general blaze
broke out. The water stored in barrels and jugs was
quickly used up. Men and women ran around like mad
carrying vessels, candlesticks and bumping into one
another. The flames reached the piles of vessels and
pillows and consumed what had been saved only mo-
ments previously. They cry and shout, sobbing over the
destruction, but He does not hear, He speaks His
utterance through fire. What men toiled to achieve
through a whole generation is burned in a brief hour. In
vain did the carpenter work diligently, the tailor toil in
sewing a garment, the cobbler make shoes; every single
thing went up in the fiery flames. The Sabbath candles
were melted, the parchment scrolls in the synagogue
were destroyed and God’s own hand was on His Torah.
Morning came to reveal only rack and ruin wherever one
turned. Had the fire not occurred everything would have
been as it was the day before. Now the eye sees only
flickering flames and black snakes. Who decreed this and
who carried out the cruel mandate? The man who was
rich and has a full house is poor today. He who through
the years amassed a fortune now stands under the open
sky with empty hands. They say there is order and
regulation in the world. It is not so.

Some say the fire broke out by accident. Some say the
miller provoked onc of his employees who went and set
fire to his granaries: Among the strictly religious in
Ladyna it was believed that the thing had happened
because of the iniquity of the *‘two sisters.”

Among the shops which were burned on the night of

disaster was that of Israel, Miriam’s father. It was

almost completely consumed by the flames. He became
impoverished in a bricf moment and was left without
any idea of what to do with his lifc. Miriam saw that
from then on things would be very difficult in her
father’s house and that he would be unable to provide
for her. She made a small pack of her belongings and
began making her way to Honyrad. Her hopes were
fixed on a relative of her grandmother’s father.
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PART TWO
[5]

The name of the kinsman in Honyrad to whom Miriam,
the heroine of our story, sct out after her father’s house
was burned down, was Ychicl Eichenstein, He was a son
oi that family I have mentioned, which had come down
in the world. However, the wheel of fortune turncd for
him again. From his lowly estate he suddenly rosc high,
had a severe reverse, recovered and won a place for
himsclf in lifc once again.

I will now relate it to you at length.

Ychicl was not a man of downcast mind, despite the
hardship he had experienced in his life. He had married
when he was twenty, when he owned nothing. His wife
was a good woman and paticntly adjusted herself o her
difficult lot. For a time he was a kind of broker in the
market place, working hard to support his houschold,
but carning very little. But he saw that the world was
big. We stand before full treasure houses, but the gatcs
arc closed. Only the lock nceds to be opened. He cared
about nothing beyond his family. He did not believe that
it was a matter of luck: We are hard-pressed, and may
have little in our hands today, but on the morrow — the
sun shincs.

One day towards evening, he was standing in a main
street in the city of Honyrad which leads to the public
park. The rich people of the place were taking the air in
their carriages, the horses prancing along. There is
nothing more proud than a horse and nothing which
expresses power more clearly than to sit in a carriage.
His eyes almost started out of their sockets with envy. A
tremendous desire sprung up in his heart at that time,
that one day he, too, would be counted among those so
well endowed. Is man’s hand too short to reach that far?
He put together a number of bank notes and decided to
go to Kiev when the great merchants assemble there
from all districts in the province. His neighbours were
surprised at him that he should have the audacity to do
this, but he was resolved. In a few days he came to Kiev
and plunged like Nahshon into the sea and brought up a
large fish on his hook. He was an intermediary in a big
sugar transaction and miraculously made a profit of
thirty thousand roubles in one day. The regular brokers
who knew the thronging streets and commercial alley-
ways of the city like the back of their hands could
scarcely believe what had happened.
To these thirty thousand, another twenty thousand were
added - th‘cn a further twenty thousand and ten .
thousand and so on. When he had made his first,
hundred thousand roubles, Eichenstein considered him-
self free from his narrow straits and continued to
accumulate capital. He no longer made an anxious daily
reckoning. He dressed like a rich man, stayed in a big
hotel and was already acknowledged as the head of the
small brokers and of the Jews in general. The latter were
not actually allowed to dwell in the city, but they
wandered in and out of hotels and market places every
day, “licking at bones” and hotly pursuing any chance

of profit.
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Richly endowed with capital, Yehiel returned after a
year to his home at Honyrad and began to live extrava-
gantly. He purchased a two-storey house, filling the
rooms with beautiful furniture and lived the life of a
gentleman. Food was served at his table from silver
dishes; there were numerous servants in the house. His
wife conducted herself with dignity at home and when
she went out, her jewels sparkled. Yehiel spent money
lavishly and gave generously. He gave freely, and people
knocked at his door from morning to night. People went
into partnership with him, deposited things in trust with
him and made loans to him. I hardly need mention that
by this time he was among those who drive in the park,
with their own carriages and horses. He had two swift
black stallions, who could rival those of the governor of
the province. The doors of life were opening before him!
Eichenstein continued to do business. He was one of the
aldermen of the city, gave to charity and was very
generous. He found positions for all the members of his
family and set them up in life. He was a real patriarch.
Even government officials crowded eagerly round his
door and he contracted with the Polish nobility. His
house was open to rich and poor alike, to the devout and
the ordinary folk. No-one spoke scandal of him: on the
(;ontrary, his praises and the talk of his wealth were in
everyone’s mouth. A new star had arisen in the city of
Honyrad. '
Then came a cloud and covered the sun. The machine
which had run so smoothly for so long ground to a
standstill. Ychicl Eichenstein’s extravagance excecded
all bounds. He had ncver kept proper accounts. If
today found him hard-pressed, he believed that on the
-morrow things would be right-again. He never changed
his way of life and thus it came about that one day he
stood before a tottering treasury...
Suddenly, failure came from all directions. Outcries and
bewilderment. In the city many merchants lost all they
possessed through the new magnate, but nobody accused
him saying, ‘“Have you killed and also taken posses-
sion?” A tragedy had occurred: a tragedy involving the
one and the many.
Negotiations began for a settlement and compromise.
The dayan* of the congregation, a diligent man, but not
specially learned, laboured with all his might to make a
compromise between Ychiel and the mass of creditors.
Yehiel surrendered " his real estate and his personal
property. His mansion was sold, as were his horses and
carriages. So were the jewels and silver plate. The assets
realized met about a third or fourth of the creditors’
claims. After a few months some arrangement of debts
was reached with the creditors and the storm subsided

into silence...

I1

During the last year of this period of crisis, Yehiel leased
from a certain gentleman a large water-powered mill
which had stood at the river falls in the upper city, for a
period of thirty consecutive years. The premises included
granaries and storehouses. Close-by were the living
quarters for the foremen and a secries of small cottages
for the workers and labourers. The whole estate looked
like a separate township nestling in the valley. As one

* Judge of the rabbinical court.
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went up from the valley towards the city, a castle could
be seen, built of hewn stones. The windows were barred
with iron and it was set in a park, walled in on all sides.
The gate of the park was of wrought iron. The rulers of
the city had formerly ruled from this castle in the days
before the Russians conquered the Ukraine and annexed
it to their many dominions. The castle had for many
years been a residence for high-ranking officers of the
army. Later it was inhabited by the governors of the
province, and -after that it became a courthouse. Now it
was left deserted, without any occupant. This castle was
also part of the mill estate and thus fell unto Yechiel’s
tenure for the period of the leasc.

Yehiel had leased the mill, farming it out to another man
because he had no experience in that business. It was
agreed between himself and all those who still had
claims against him that the business of the mill would be
excluded from the assets to which his general creditors
had recourse. This would enable him to stay on his feet,
seeing that he had surrendered all other property in his
possession. In concluding this arrangement he was great-
ly assisted by the diligent rabbi whom we have men-
tioned and whose name deserves an honourable mention.
Yehiel now had net income of four thousand roubles per
year from the lease of the mill, after he had given the
gentleman his share. Certain of the castle rooms had
recently been repaired and Yehiel wanted them as his
residence now that he had descended from his seat of
wealth.

At that time he was fifty years old. His wife had died
during the critical days and he remained faithful to her
memory and did not remarry. He had an older sister, a
widow, and from that time onwards she efficiently took
care of his household and saw that he lacked for nothing.
His eldest son had also died and he had become the
father and guardian of his grandchildren. These were a
boy of about fifteen and two girls, one of twelve and one
of ten. The girls attended the municipal school, which
was something of an innovation in the Jewish commun-
ity. The grandson was privately tutored by an excellent
teacher, Shlomo-Ozer, about whom more will be written.
He learnt a little Talmud and Bible. In general, Yehiel
was an observant Jew keeping to the traditions, but he
wanted his grandchildren to be more genteelly educated.
At first, that is to say after Yehiel had moved into the
castle, he was often visited by friends who tried to
persuade him to engage in business again. However, he
had seriously considered the kind of life he wanted to
lead and so he sent them away. He had now become

accustomed to a quiet existence, eating regular meals,
sleeping at regular hours and praying alone for the most

part. He still retained a position of honour and respect in
the community.

He had a fair understanding of the Pentateuch and knew
the weekly portion well. Now and again he thumbed
through the pages of a Russian newspaper from Kiev.
He had adopted this habit when the light of good fortune
was shining upon his head during his business career
and he was not entirely unacquainted with what was
happening in the world and in the country. When he felt
depressed, he used to walk in the park talking to his
granddaughters or his grandson.
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When time hung heavy on his hands, he would go down
to the valley and watch the workings of the mill. The
water, forcing its way through its channels propelled the
paddles and this in turn worked the wheels. Here was a
pent-up force building up power. The whole operation
was interdependent. One compartment received the
whole wheat and then transferred the ground meal to
another. Flour dust covered everything. Standing in a
small pathway between the great perforated baulks of
timber where everything was roaring and thundering,
one could gain some concept of the birthpangs of
creation. When the rains diminished and the river
abated its flood, then the driving, energizing force also
subsided. Yehiel learned in those days of quietude to
think deeply and to reflect... The city is a tumultuous
arena in which business goes on all day long. Men make
profits and losses, ascending and descending. The desire
to gain a firm foothold in life and consolidate one’s
position never ceases. Everybody needs his neighbour,
but never considers him at all. Men are hungry for
money, eager to amass a fortune, but up in Heaven
matters are written down and sealed on an entirely
different basis. Men were weaving their lives all the time
with diligence, with complete dedication, with absolute
commitment of mind and body, weaving without respite.
But the ends of the threads had no knots; just a little tug
was necessary and the whole fabric fell apart and
nothing at all of the web remained... I could well
understand Yehiel’s thinking.

IIT

I have mentioned the city of Honyrad twice. Now it
became the destination of our heroine, Miriam. I ought
to mention that it was also the place in which I, the
author, grew up and obtained my first education. I
remained in the city for a long time, and had a great
affection for it, so the reader will not consider me tedious
if I spend a few moments in its description.

Honyrad, the district capital, is composed of two adja-
cent townships, forming an upper city and a lower one,
both of which have their own focal point. Stone steps
lead from one section to the other. The central streets
are straight. In the upper city the shops are wooden, in
the lower they are of stone. Many Jewish prayer houses

are found here and there, but there was only one
synagogue which stood at the bottom of the lower city.

One could see many fine houses. Some were of two
storeys with walls around them. Many were roofed with
corrugated iron, coloured green, some had red tiles and
a few had wooden boards. In the suburbs of the city
could be found houses with thatched roofs. In general,
the streets were paved. Beyond the lower city was the
river I have already mentioned, which encircled the city.
On the far side was a great park which formerly one of
the Polish noblemen had planted, but which was now a
public place. The street leading to the park was where
the wealthy lived. There dwelt the leading lights of
Honyrad and the members of the famous Shneursohn
family. The palace of the provincial governor was there
and this was without doubt the most splendid building
in the city. Facing it stood the courthouse. In the upper
city the most prominent building was the big Christian
Brothers Training College. It was a long building, with
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at least thirty windows on the street front and visible in
its whiteness from a great distance. The synagogue we
mentioned was a new building made of red brick, built
on the ruins of the old building which had burnt down. I
ought to mention the magnificent residence of the re-
nowned Jacob Karlin. This was a building set on solid
hewn rock. It was not a conventional square building,
but had many edges and was red in colour. All those
who passed by, stopped to stare in wonder. Rivalling
this building was an edifice erected by Nathan Shapiro.
He had been a servant in his youth, and now counted his

wealth in hundreds of thousands. This building was
finished in green paint and the fence in front of the house

was of wrought iron. One of the wonders of Honyrad
was the Greek Palace, built as a square fortress, with a
large courtyard in the middle. It resembed a city within
a city. It had been built a century and a half previously
by a certain Greek who, at that time, owned the whole
city. His family line petered out, for he had had no
children. For many years the palace was abandoned,
uninhabited, with only goats to dance there. Later, it
became a barracks for the army unit which was sta-
tioned there. The Christians dwelt in special suburbs
beyond the centre of the city, and to a stranger it
appeared like the sundered members of the general body.
Even Abraham, the Hebrew, had sent the children of
Keturah far off to the East, away from his son Isaac.
Alongside the Jewish cemetery extended the Christian
burial place. I also ought to mention the old cemetery
situated in a particular valley where were buried those
slain in the pogroms of 1648. In Honyrad, a special fast
is added to the penitential days and commemorated on
the 20th of Sivan. The happenings and legends of those
days of slaughter are written down in the chronicles of
the Jewish people, and are still commemorated till the
present day.

Iv

The members of the Shneursohn family I have men-
tioned were very wealthy and were the “eyes of the
community.” Their name was known in many provinces
throughout the country, and they had married into
familics as far away as Galicia. Their sons and daugh-
ters, their sons-in-law, their daughters-in-law, their ste-
wards, their bursars and their agents, formed a compiete
tribe. Were I only to write about them, I would have to
compose a complete volume.

The head of the family was Kalman-Joshua. He had
been a servant in his youth, but arose to the highest
levels of prosperity to which'a human being could attain.
By the time of his death, he left after him mansions,
summer residences, mills, forests, and stores of gold and
silver which his heirs and descendants divided among
themselves. His first-born son, Lazar-Simon, was a
harsh man, ruling with a whip. He found Honyrad too
constricting a place of residence. He sometimes lived in
the capital, Kiev, sometimes in the nearby Belaya Tser-
kov, and from time to time hc came to visit his residence
in the town of his birth. His housc was built on a high
hill with a castellated roof made of beaten copper which
shone in the sunlight. He was not a member of this
generation but a virtual descendant of Hiram, king of
Tyre, who said, “I shall rise up on the high places of the
clouds.” His brother-in-law, Pinehas-Elijah, was com-
pletely different, a handsome man, but small of stature.
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He was God-fearing, observant of the commandments,
devout in prayer, and a devoted follower of the (zaddik of
Loton, whose whole houschold he supported for two
months of the year. This rich man had no children. The

wife of his youth, Kalman’s daughter, had died and he
had a sccond wifc, taller than the first, of a bcauty

beyond compare, to whom he remained utterly devoted.
Howecever, there was one occasion on which this wife
“sinned.” She was once closcted alone with onc of her
malc relatives in a room contrary to the law and the
custom of Isracl. The husband’s rclatives, who were very
jealous of her, strongly urged him to give her a divorce,
and the Rabbi of Loton approved of this course of action.
Accordingly, onc of thc dayanim of the city was sum-
moncd; witnesses and a scribc were brought to the
magnate’s mansion. They immediately listened to the
testimony and drew up a bill of divorcement in the
proper ordcr. After the wealthy Pinchas had pronounced
the verse, “Bchold thou art permitted to any man,” he
burst into tears in the sight of all there assembled. He
then ook his bunch of keys, opened all his coffers and
cupboards and said to thc woman who had now become
alicn to him, *““Take anything you want from my posses-
sions.” All thc men-servants and maid-servants burst
into tcars, because thcy were much attached to the
woman, and the wholc mansion was filled with heavy
gloom. Thc rabbi and the scribe reccived generous

payment for their work...

\Y%

The second most important family in Honyrad was the
housc of Horowitz who traced their ancestry back to the
ancient priests. They were descended from the opulent
and cminent Ish-Horowitz, who had once dwelt in a
magnificent cstate near Praguc, the capital. Legend
relates that this peer who was of priestly stock, that is a
cohen*, had twelve sons who were cohanim, and twelve
daughters who were married to cohanim. Thus on festival
days, when the priests were enjoined to fulfil the com-
mandment, “Thus shall yc bless the children of Israel,”
with its allusion to the number twenty-five**, no less
than twenty-five of them ascended the dais to do so.

The priests of the house of Horowitz- were very strong
minded and carried on a controversy for many years
with Shmaya-Hillel, the presiding judge of the local
rabbinical court. He was a distinguished scholar of noble
descent who wore silken garments cven on week days
and was very meticulous about his dignity and position.
Shmaya-Hillel was not subordinate to any (zaddik. He
used to say that everything depends on the Law as
revealed and only those who guard its keys are fit to pass
judgement in Israel, and lead the peoplc according to the
law of Moses and the Scribes. On the other hand, the
priests of the house of Horowitz inclined to the rebbe of
Sadigora, saying that his was the dominion and honour,
the glory and the majesty. Menahem Horowitz set up a
new house of prayer in Honyrad at his own expense. He
built it of baked bricks, and with its long windows it

* The plural of cohgn is cohanim.
** The Hebrew for *‘thus” is 713, the letters of which have the
numerical value of 25.
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could be seen from a distance standing on a small
hillock, with stone steps leading up to it.

Menahem really wanted to divide the community into
two factions by setting up for the hassidic congregation a
new presiding judge of the rabbinical court who would
displace the rabbi. He found a candidate of this sort in
the keen-minded Nathan-Neta who took this office upon
his shoulders. Shmaya-Hillel pronounced a strong curse
on him and his only daughter died during the year of
this controversy. Nor did his rival complete that year,
but was taken to his grave when he was forty years old.
Honyrad trembled to its very foundations.

VI

Also distinguished in the city were the brothers and
partners, Benjamin and Joseph of the house of Nahman.
They owned a brandy distilling factory. Brandy was a
kind of liquor, of which nine-tenths of the value was paid
as excise to the government after it had matured. The
owner only benefited by one tenth. Nevertheless, they
madc great profits, both by lawful means and in contra-
band. from this business. These brothers spent a great
deal of money on themselves and gave away much to
their relatives. They furnished their houses with beauti-
ful furniture and most of all with silverware. Indeed, this
was their lifelong addiction. Wherever they saw a speci-

men of silver, they immediately bought it. Each of them
had a cabinet made of glass, in which could be seen row

after row of lovely silver pieces. Sabbath candlesticks,
candelabra for Hannukah®, artistic etrog** cases, spice
boxes, spoons, forks, goblets and plates: all of pure
silver, shining and displayed like objects in a museum.
Here I insert a note also about Shimele, “‘the well-born.”
Shimele inherited from his father a large and handsome
legacy when he attained the age of thirty, and never
passed a moment of his life in the shadow of anxiety. He
built himself a beautiful house which contained a large
salon with numerous windows. The floor in the hall was
painted a dark, shining red. Sometimes, he would close
the window shades by day, and sit by candlelight
studying a volume of the Talmud bound in red leather.
His longing for beauty and his visional qualities were to
be discerned also in the pallor of his face.

To be esieemed likewise was Mottele Gad, a man who
loved hospitality. He was the principal agent for the
sugar industry. He was childless, and his house was
open day and night to every wayfarer who passed by.
Every poor and indigent man who traversed the city
would turn to him and stay in thc house for several
nights, eating and drinking there until it was time to
leave for some other place. On weekdays, Mottele was
very busy, but on the Sabbath he sat at the head of his
long table around which scores of guests, whose names
he did not even know, were seated. He must have earned
thousands every year, but when he died at the age of
sixty, at the close of one Sabbath, it was found that he
had left nothing behind...

* Feast of Lights.
** A citron used for ritual purposes on the Feast of Tabernacles.
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The Jews of Honyrad were mainly hassidim, with a strong
admixture of traditionalists. In Honyrad there were
some very crudite scholars. Onc man knew something of
the commentaries of Ibn Ezra, another the book Duties of
the Heart, and the Principia of Albo. There was a third
who looked into the Guide for the Perplexed and lost his
faith. The rabbi who preceded the present incumbent
was an expert in the Sanctification of the New Moon
and popular among the townspcople. In the
book-case of the hassidic house of learning you will still
find Richness of Dew, and nestling beside the folios of the
Talmud, the Shulhan Aruch and the Turim, as well as
books like Ko/ Bo, the Book of Instruction, and the Sermons
of Rabbi Nissim. In the synagogue of the. opponents of
hassidism, who werc also called Litvaks, they used to
study the Bible with the help of the commentary of the
Malbim. In the upper city there was one well-to-do-man
— I shall tell more of him later - who had the Book of
Isaiah with Mendelssohn’s commentary, although he did
not actually subscribe to the tencts of Enlightenment. A
broad spectrum: but even among the hassidim there were
a number of sects and among the householders there
were several factions. However, the city was not torn
asunder and its unity was not affected. The Sabbath, a
common prayer book, the festivals, were not those given
to all alike? Some kept more, some kept less, but all were
Jews born of.]cws..

I am not suggesting that there were not the ordinary
passions among the inhabitants of Honyrad; and that
they were not immersed in worldly things; that they did
not deceive their neighbour, nor speak scandal, nor
convert dcposit monies to their own use, nor tell lies
whether for profit or not. One had only to visit the
Jewish law-court, prcsidc.d over by the rabbi and the
av-beth-din®, and listen to a few of the matters which
came up for adjudication, in order to see the numerous

disputes about buying and selling, about loans and

inheritances, quarrels between relatives and brothers,
between fathers and sons, personal disputes between

man and wife. It is easy to see then how many serve the
children of Satan here below, and how evil and full of
jealousy is the heart of man. You enter a shop to buy two
yards of linen or wool, and the shopkecper swears by his

righteousness, by the life of his wife and children, that it

cost him so much a yard. But in the end he takes as the

pricc of the goods less than he paid according to his own

word. You go out into the market place and ask a man

about his neighbour and he speaks only evil about him.

The list of sins, iniquities, transgressions which our sages

cnumcerated in the prayer books were definitely not
confessed in vain by the inhabitants of this city. Howev-

er, they all worshipped the same God of Forgiveness,
and the same God of the Covenant. Together with the
Czar of the Russian Empire, a monarchy mighty and
terrible with none like it on earth, there rules here too
an Ancicnt King. Him they serve all their lives. The
people of this place pay their taxes to the emissaries of
the Czar, through great hardship, or evade them by the
seven types of deception. However, they also willingly
give tribute without being forced to do so to the King
from days of yore, the mighty Sovereign who is called
the Father of Mercy and who is a jealous God.

However, I have already said more than I should have
done.

* President of the Jewish law-court.
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In the street which leads to the large municipal park
dwelt two more wealthy men, the brothers Nehemiah
and Jacob Trachtman. These men were engaged in
lending money on interest to the nobility, an occupation
they had inherited from their father. Nehemiah was a
religious ma|'1 who observed the commandments, and
was somcwhat taciturn; he was very perceptive but
whenever he was faced with a difficult problem, he
followed the advice of his wife Pearl. She was much
taller than he, and was well known in the city for her

common sense. By contrast, Jacob, his brother, was
inclined to take his religious duties lightly. He ran his
house in rather a more modern style and was unfaithful
to his skinny wife. Each brother went his own way, but
prosperity shone brightly on both of them. Jacob had
two sons and one daughter, whom he educated at home
where they were taught Russian in addition to their
regular subjects. Nehemiah had an only son who did not
wish to study and grew up in idleness. His mother, who
loved him like her own soul, struggled vainly to make
him into a decent man and to teach him good manners,
but he listened neither to her nor to his father. Herc was
an only son whose pockets were always full, clad in the
height of fashion, whose moustache was trimmed by the
barber, who had his hair set every day and knew no
responsibility. What did he have to do all day, except
play cards, caress the necks of the maid-servants and
girls and kiss them at every opportunity. In this way he
passed his twentieth year, twenty-second year and his
twenty-fifth year. He never became engaged although he
had honourable matches proffered him from all sides. He
would have a marriage portion of at least twenty-five
thousand roubles and all his father’s wealth would
ulumately come to him.

On the other hand, Nehemiah's son found himself a
mate whom everyone imagined to be far above him,
though on maturer consideration she was recognized to
be quite suitable for him. He married the very beautiful
daughter of a certain rabbi. She had been ripc for
marriage for some time now, but had never wanted to
confer her hand on anybody who was worthy of her from
the point of view of family status. She had, in a sense,
alienated herself from the narrow environment in which
she grew up and was looking much further afield. In this
way, she rcached her twenty-fifth year and was still
single, which was a sourcc of great annoyance to her
decply religious parents. The marriage brokers with
their usual perspicacity came and delivered “Tamar”
into the snare of “Amnon.” The city of Honyrad was

agog.
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IX

And now to the intelligentsia of Honyrad. First to my
friend and companion, Yeruham. He was the son of a
poor widow. If I am not mistaken, she washed clothes in
the little brook which ran through the lower part of the
city. She dwelt there in a small house which had almost
sunk into the ground. The door of the narrow cntrance
was hardly cighteen inches wide and was broken.
Through it one entered the main room which had two
windows in front and one at the side. There stood the
widow’s bed and there she cooked on a small range;
there was no stove in the house. This room led to a
smaller one which had one squarc window, and was
furnished with a small table, an overturned box which
served as a chair and a tattered couch pushed up against
a wall on which Yeruham slept in discomfort.

Yeruham had a sister who was marricd to a porter. She
came occasionally to clean up the house and to cook
when his mother, who was sixty vears old, was out
trying to make a living. Yeruham himself carned very
littte. He was intermittently a Hecbrew teacher. He
considered his time very precious and used the daylight
hours given by nature for self-enlightenment. Ycruhan
loved “the Hebraic language™ with all his being

* A codex of Jewish law as developed throughout the centuries.



Y 990

-]

Jenn shovn bR oD oan

mmbR 12 oM YM DRD MY 20I¥ ANTXII
GUR JOpR Ymia o012 noavd VDY RY OXR W7 TV
JIPIP3 T NP vyEd Jop NPA3 T 0wt 3 YR DT
X3 DD SIM3T A0 KD am XD a3pn xann nbY
™ MR POM oI5 MR 3w v ot A OX
2930 .53 15703 B3 QU1 InYRA DR ATAY 0D TR0
PO Naw up IS YA 9TnR Wnt2a e XD
TUPNTY A9 13°0 VP MDY o JSame 1ion
BMY 12 0 PYYT P P TR MK 7271 ,50007
ORI AN TR 9309 OXwWI MR 3 BmTY pmTa
,0we Na LbBgaw nya Swad nean nx npsd oonyod
T 5 L,0MT O3 M1 VI LYR JAN0INDA N AT
WP wRnTs UM IR Y TR P LAY May am
mowN, DX OAAR &MY aB3Y nbowab vavatvax bw
MIPY KIP MBDIZY D3P NP MY NTR Y31 ~mMapn
myas 5y opn 19IN2 P M 1BRn w02 vhvn
~EWR 99772 TIING. SR 09BN T MR RN amir
ay ~nwn, DN b R e X021 1am 1 o
™I AMY AT TYIN T ST wp. PTM YT 1o
RP XM LYY AT DIIw MY AR DORND v
TV WD DR I3 ¥R VOR PSR DR Y P2 Cand
oM Y2y OUX. NN MDD IR AW TMTUHAD Nv
D027 MIRR I3 N30 72eR YT

DX % ~TIM.T 233 by vmmwa 92T x> omy
M by — TTRY LA n Yy by oy by
bax , Ty INTLT DR TP 7TMbN.2 OXD KW LTI
XM TOYR WAL DR TOATI WX T2 XD WM
oYY K9P B3 KW — JUXY DY 2w IR OP LRI NI
% enoabx b bax pawirtniyba awn b ovpa kb
o3RI .0MIDON 233 &I NEYD ~Nimam ninpa. P9
PINK 92N .o TN IWDTIIN CNSOR LUK K
1\ 7TTEY TION. NRA Y DR OXIH N, YT
anzn by 135w MY 13y DX 3D

WwB12 MNKX 1B N ;7MD0. Bw DR YT 935 oMY
TN 92 155N ARdw 19DAn NDY YY AT DX Xw3 *TD
5 MM AMNA WP RKS 43T WR. meImd
bax .ovwmnn PN 9D Avk pb 9 Y TN 5 imTD

g(o

(6]

IX

And now to the intelligentsia of Honyrad. First to my
fricnd and companion, Yeruham. He was the son of a
poor widow. If I am not mistaken, she washed clothes in
the little brook which ran through the lower part of the
city. She dwelt there in a small house which had almost
sunk into the ground. The door of the narrow entrance
was hardly cighteen inches wide and was broken.
Through it onec entered the main room which had two
windows in front and one at the side. There stood the
widow’s bed and there she cooked on a small range;
there was no stove in the house. This room led to a
smaller one which had one square window, and was
furnished with a small table, an overturned box which
served as a chair and a tattered couch pushed up against
a wall on which Yeruham slept in discomfort.

Yeruham had a sister who was married to a porter. She
came occasionally to clean up the house and to cook
when his mother, who was sixty years old, was out
trying to make a living. Yeruham himself carned very
little. He was intermittently a Hcbrew teacher. He
considered his time very precious and used the daylight
hours given by nature for sclf-cnlightenment. Ycruham
loved “the Hebraic language” with all his being. He
spent two whole years reading and re-reading the novels
of Mapu. In his small room he was pasturing his flocks
on the hills of Judah and Isracl. Then he became
devoted to Smolenskin’s The Wanderer Along the Roads of
Life and its author was to him a prophet of the times.
Then there fell into his hands a copy of Hashahar with
J.L. Gordon’s poem Kotzo Shel Yod which created a
volcanic turmoil within him. Two or three friends were
in the habit of gathering in his room, and he would read
long passages of this poem to them in a powerful voice.
In them his soul found greater expression than had even
the author himself. When he opened with the line,
“Hebrew woman, who can know thy life?” it was as
though the foundations of the house were shaking.

In conversation, Yeruham never spoke about “Jews,”
but of the “‘people of Israel,” or the “nation of the
Prophets” and, in contrast, about the “guardians of the
Law.” He despised the Talmud, held the Shulhan Aruch*
in contempt, but was very careful indeed of the respect
due to his mother. If he was walking bare-headed and
saw her coming, he immediately put his hat back on his
head. He read Russian without difficulty, learned
mathematics and geography, but to him all these things
were only ways and means leading to the language of the
visionaries and the finest writers. He also read some of
Brandstaedter’s stories and liked them. In another issue
of Hashahar he found the humouristic poem Eldad and
Medad which sapped his melancholy when a cloud hung

over his brow.
Yeruham was already acquainted with the term ‘‘Litera-

ture,” and it became the light of his soul from the
moment it touched his lips. The incisive pamphlets of
Kovner and Frischmann created a complete revolution
within him and the entire structure of the world seemed
to be in upheaval. But after this, he adopted their truth

* A codex of Jewish law as developed throughout the centuries.
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for his own, building his whole being on three pillars —
true enlightenment, literature, and criticism. His
mother, the washerwoman, could not understand her
son’s ideology, but she did perceive that his books
ignored religion. But what can a mother do about her
sons today? She believed in Yeruham’s sincerity and his
desire to do good. Deep down she was secretly very
proud to see how many companions came eagerly to visit
him.
Of these, I shall mention Zechariah, a youth taller than
Yeruham, whose father was a secretary in a certain
moneylender’s house. After reading Levinsohn, all his
thoughts and ambition were aimed at enlightening his
people to lift up its mind to “‘study and purpose” and to
implant in them feelings of a “‘pure faith” combined with
a love of wisdom. He also believed in the enlightenment
of the ordinary people and in the triumph of light over
darkness, in all the places where they dwelt. Another
companion was Dan, the son of Naphtali, the shopkeep-
cr. In contrast to his friends, Dan still dressed according
to the custom of the older generation and had not cut off
his sidecurls. He was shaken to his depths when it
became known to him from reading Mendele Mocher
Sepharim and Bernstein that everything in the world
was in a state of combination and dissolution and that
the phenomena of nature had laws. A kind of patron and
protector of these people was the teacher, Shlomo-Ozer,
whom we have already mentioned. He was a man of
small stature with a blond beard, already past his fiftieth
year. He was a grammarian, knew the Bible, and loved
philosophy generally. He had an irate wife. His time was
filched away from him and he could not read many of
the books he wanted to. He had to support a daughter
who was a young widow, and who had two. small
children. It is true that his pupils were the children of
the wealthy, but most of them were ignoramuses and
brought him no satisfaction. What he lacked, he sought
to see in others. Accordingly, he supported everybody
who craved for enlightenment. Shlomo-Ozer used to visit
from time to time one who had married into a rich
family, a character whose name was Asher Yaffe. He
was a scion of illustrious rabbinic stock and himself a
Talmudic prodigy but he had abandoned the Talmud
and was now engaged in financial pursuits. When he
had time, he dipped into books on logic. He had a clear,
direct mind, and was inclined to rationalism. I shall
have more to say of what happened to Yaffe eventually
and of the sadness that befell his household.

X

When I list the cavalcade of the ‘enlightened” of
Honyrad, I cannot omit the family of Jacob, the Cantor
of the Great Synagogue. Jacob did not have a pleasant
voice, but he could read music well and supervised the
choristers who sang in the House of God. He was a man
of not particularly strong character, slept a lot during
the'day, and was for ever slipping away from home and
going his own way.

His wife was a good-natured woman, diligent in her
work. They had three daughters and two sons. The
second son was a failure at everything and just helped
around the house. The first-born was a bit too clever. He
had a talent for study, but he did not work at anything,
being of the opinion that all man’s effort was for no
purpose. He loafed around the street all day, at times not
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even returning home to sleep. His father and mother
never rebuked him. On the contrary, they loved him and
took great pride in him, praising his intellect. It was
impossible to a.rguc with him because he lashed anybody
who opposed him with a sharp tongue, and he could
demolish the strongest argument with one sharp, satiri-
cal barb.

We are here concerned only with the daughters of the
cantor, in particular with the two youngest. The eldest
did not amount to much. She had a past. In her youth,
she had married a young man who appeared like a star
in the skies of Honyrad and captivated people’s hearts
with his excellent sermons. I ought to mention that this
region of the Ukraine is different from Lithuania, for
here the business of preaching is an unusual phe-
nomenon. At first, she enjoyed a good life with him and
the other women of the city pronounced her fortunate.
Later on, however, her husband began to drink to excess
and treated her badly. Eventually, he left the city for
good and nothing was seen or heard of him for twenty
years. She remained a deserted wife in her father’s house
and had two children who trailed after her. Her two
sisters were quite well-known -in the circle of the town’s
maskilim. Their names were Ida and Leah.

Ida was the younger, but she was bigger, fuller and
taller. She had a dark, attractive complexion, her hair
was short and her eyes shone with intclligence. She
welcomed visitors, listened to what was said, never
interrupted a person who was speaking, and only after-
wards would she pronounce a decisive opinion of her
own, which made a permanent impression on the minds
of those who heard her. By contrast, Leah was a
talkative girl with fair hair arranged in long plaits. Her
eyes were blue and her skin was white. Her neck was a
little short and when she sat down, it sank into her body
like that of a Yeshiva student. She was popular, but
there were some who denied that she was beautiful. Both
girls knew Hebrew, but Ida was better versed in it than
Leah. Leah used to read poetry by Adam (A.D. Leben-
sohn) and Michal (M.]J. Lebensohn) and even knew
some of their poems by heart. In comparison, Ida was
down to carth. In those days the monthly Haboker Or
came to light and excerpts from Braudes’ novel Religion
and Life made a striking impression.

At this house, most of the group of maskilim whom we
have mentioned above, came together. An exception was
Asher Yaffe, the son-in-law of the great magnate. Yeru-
ham was always arguing with Ida. If she criticized a
certain article or new story, he would demonstrate at
great length that it was not so. On the other hand, when
she praised anything, then he would criticize it. Yeru-
ham was the leading talker. In the depths of his hcart,
he was bound to Ida with bonds of love. There was
another regular visitor at the cantor’s house, called
Nchemiah, the son of Eisenstein whose business was
printing dockets and account books. He was also some-
thing of a maskil. He had a quarterly subscription for
Hazefirah and at every opportunity tried to prove that
H.S. Slonimsky was better than any other living writer.
He showed his love for Ida openly and she, even if he
werc not a superior being in her eycs, encouraged him
morc than she did Yeruham. So he concluded that Ida
was superficial and somewhat insincerc. I would be
misleading were I to say that because of this he stopped
loving her. Man does not function that way.
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The elderly teacher, Shlomo-Ozer, found himself faced
with a rival from outside the circle. This was a new
Hebrew teacher, Ben-Moshe, who began to give Hebrew
lessons. He thought a good deal of himself, was always
twirling his moustache and speaking about Ben-Ze'ev or
about Stcinberg. The first time he stepped into the
cantor’s house, he desired that Leah should become his

wife, and he carried out his intention. Ben-Moshe was
hostile to Yeruham, because the latter was the better

man.

Now thc author once mentioned that his own cnlighlcn-k'l
ment had its beginnings in this same town. He will keep
his secret to himsclf. Now, on the boundary of the upper
city, a Catholic church stood in a ficld. The few Polish
nobles had established it. It was a circular, clegant
building, surmounted by a dome of copper. The strips of
wall between the long narrow windows looked like
columns and pillars. A certain quict surrounded the
place, discouraging a stranger’s approach.

Every Sunday, the Christian day of rest, numerous
believers would gather there in the morning in order to
pour out their supplication. The priest clad in his
saccrdotal robes stood in the pulpit before the wall of the
sanctuary and chanted with the congregation. The organ
would be playing in the loft above. According to popular
legend, every organ contains within it one strand of the
fabled musical instrument which the Levites used to play
in the Temple when it was still in existence. When any
Jew heard this melody his soul would depart. I might
not have known how to express my musc today, if I had
not secretly stolen there time after time in the days of my
youth, and had not inclined my car from outside to hear
the moving music which accompanied in a minor key the
songs of praise. They said thesc were chapters of the
psalms of David.

But I have again digressed from my path. J

XI

Far removed from this group of enlightened Hebraists
was the group of maskilim who read Russian. Among
them there stood out three teachers of Russian, namely,
Batlon, Babushkin and Barski. One of them will feature
in my story so I shall therefore devote a complete
chapter to them. .

The tcacher Barski was the son of a state-appointed
rabbi. He attended a municipal school and afterwards
entered the first class of the horticultural school in
Nemirov, the capital, and did well in his studies. Once
he was walking in a park with a textbook in his hand,
revising his studies — he was then about fifteen — when
he encountered the daughter of his teacher, whose house
happened to be in that park. The girl, a swect girl, was
yery good-looking. He went up to her and kissed her on
the mouth. The embarrassed girl ran and complained to
her mother. He was expelled from the school. He did not
rcgfet what he had donc and carried the image of this
girl in his hcart for a long time. He went back to his
father’s house, and inscribed the entries in the register of
births and deaths. He would enter them, but his father
sometimes changed or deleted them. His father was very
keen on money, but he himself had not as yet realized its
value. He abandoned this ignoble work and began to
think what he should do with his life. He wanted to learn
the secrets of chemistry, but he did not possess the
clementary basic knowledge. He began to study afresh
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and applied himself diligently for several months.
However, he fell into bad company. His new compan-
ions forcibly took his textbooks away from him and

compelled him to go around with them day and night.

Two years passed in this way — the world of desire is also

a world. By this time he was nearing twenty. One day he

adopted a new outlook and decided to escape from this

evil environment. But he was already too exhausted to

begin anything new. Occasionally he would read some

article in a Russian monthly which he has borrowed, but

nothing seemed to capture his interest. There was only

one thing in which he believed, namely psychology. But

this study, according to its exponents, had many diffe-

rent schools and he was looking for a clear-cut impera-

tive. He wandered in this way from one city to another,

until he came to Honyrad where he set up as a teacher of
Russian. He earned ten roubles a week and sometimes

more.

Babushkin was so different from him.

He was a young man of about twenty-two, with long,

quitc attractive hair. Whenever he removed his round

hat, he would touch his hair with both hands, making a

graceful movement with his head. He was facile in

speech and action. When anyone met him in the street,

he was always busy with something. He ran from lesson

to lesson, sometimes forgetting the name of his pupil. He

ate mcals at irregular times, never washed properly and

changed his lodgings almost every month. He used to

smoke in bed and by ‘this habit often caused damage to

the pillows or eiderdowns. The word he used most

frequently was Aarasko®, with which he began and ended

every sentence. He read every book which came to hand.

When he was nineteen, he studied day and night for a

considerable period of time. He acquired his real educa- ,
tion at that time, and, by pure chance, read some essays

of Michailovsky who became the spiritual fount from

which he drew inspiration, although he did not do so

systematically. He learnt sociology from his teacher, but

at the same time he despised the masses. If intellectuals

were to disappear from the world, the sun would no

longer shine. He did not believe in God, but he did

believe in the power of Nature. Here is your proof. You

are sitting on a chair and if you want to, you can get up

quickly, you can put something on a table quietly, or

you can bang it down so forcibly that the vessel is

broken to pieces. He thus mistook one concept for
another, one matter for another. His friends called him

“the sophist.” In fact, he was like an empty platter
which a starving man licks. I do not know Babushkin’s

background.

XII

The first and foremost among the three teachers was
undoubtedly Batlon, a fact that his two friends would
have been forced to admit, despite themselves.

Batlon was a very tall young man, and made an
impression even at a distance. In his walk, movements

and speech, he possessed a certain nobility and was like
a lawyer or doctor. He was meticulous about his dress.
When he went for an evening stroll, he wore gloves and
twirled his stick from side to side. He was an excellent

* Russian for *‘good”.
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teacher and knew the fundamentals of pedagogy. His
Russian pronunciation was good and he emphasised
every accent and nuance. He was not very sociable and
was very deliberate in the things he did. He possessed a
certain hidden melancholy. His nose was not merely
ill-formed by nature, but was ugly and very thick at the
nostrils. This changed the whole appearance of his face.
His brow, cheeks and ears were regular. His eyes were
bright. Ask a craftsman, why do you make certain parts
just right and this one in the middle all wrong?

Batlon had the habit, when thinking, of putting his hand
not on his brow, but on his nose. He disliked looking in a
mirror when dressing. He did not read the monthly
magazines, but preferred books. He really did study
Buckle and Draeper. The development of civilization and
culture were matters on which he thought constantly. He
was not concerned with details, but with principles and
basic structure. When he camc to an important matter,
he would read aloud, meditating and repeating every
sentence to himself. He did not understand contradic-
tions and did not seek proof. He could not comprehend
that it might be possible to understand something in a
manner different from the way he had been taught by his
teachers. While he was still at the university city of

Kharkov before he came to Honyrad he had met a
certain student who read Schopenhauer. When this man

tried to explain to him that thought could be a scientific
process, Batlon thought he was feeble-minded. How was
it possible for the mind to conceive of itself as something
outside of itself?

Batlon regarded religious matters as being on a lower
level of human achievement. The gentiles had religion
before their legislators trod the earth with the rod of
government in their hands. The Jews of today were just
obstinate. He did not mix in politics. It was a tragedy
that Russia stood at such a low ebb in the progress of
civilization. He respected Alexander II and looked upon
his emancipation of the serfs and his initial establish-
ment of some equality of rights as a beacon of light.
Batlon’s father was a fire insurance agent, a man who
loved knowledge, not particularly observant in religious
matters and considered one of the enlightened men in
Tchernigov, where he dwelt. Once he was led astray to
enter into a conspiracy with a certain merchant who was
in a hurry to get rich. The latter burnt down his place of
business by his own hand in order to obtain a sum of
money three times its value from the insurance company.
The matter came to light, was brought to court, and the
arsonist was sent into exile. The father of our hero fled
abroad, wandering from place to place and living a
precarious existence. His wife remained faithful to him in
his disgrace. She left the children with her mother and
after a year went to join her husband and stand by him.
However, his home-sickness being too strong — for he

loved Russia with all his heart — he decided to go back to
his country and stand trial, which he did. He was

sentenced to only two and one-half years in prison,
having received a lenient sentence because he voluntari-
ly gave himself up and confessed. Later, he managed by
hard work to establish some position for himself. Howev-
er, he parted from his former social circle, and they say
he even returned to God. Every morning he used to pray
in privatc to the Forgiver of sin and iniquity. At the
same time he took great care over the education of his
children, giving them a thorough knowledge of the
Russian language. His eldest, that is Batlon, went to
high school. Meanwhile, the father fell ill with a hidden

heart complaint and passed away.
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A day before his death, he called his son to him and
bade him take care of his mother. She, however, did not
survive him long and for the second time followed her

husband into exile.
To describe what happened to Batlon thereafter, how as

an orphan he applied himself to study and to self-
perfection, how he went through all kinds of tribulations
until he reached the city of Kharkov, the goal of all
young Jews in that region, and how he came from thence
to Honyrad like a ship’s captain whose vessel has
foundered in the ocean, would take too long.

XIII

In order to complete the picture, I shall add a few notes
on the leading lights of the intelligentsia.

There was in Honyrad an attorney named Shalita who
was well-known for many years. He was an excellent
speaker, adept at capturing the hearts of the most
inveterate judges. He knew how to get a man off a
criminal charge and could make every crime and misde-
meanour appear white as snow. It was he who secured
an acquittal for the wife of the mayor of Ladyna when
she killed the district commissioner who tried to seduce
her. When he was defending an accused, he would speak
in the high court for hours at a stretch without a pause.
First, he would argue with reason and logic, but if he
saw that was producing no noticeable effect on the jury
he would appeal to their hearts. At one moment he
would plead, at the next warn them solemnly of the great
responsibility of condemning a man who may have only
offended once by mistake, when such condemnation
might ruin him. Extracts from his orations in the courts
were bandied from mouth to mouth. People mentioned
the name of Shalita with awe. Was this a small thing
that within the city limits of Honyrad dwelt an attorney
who in the course of time would without doubt rival
Kiev's Kopernic! Abraham Kopernic was a converted
Jew who had abandoned his faith in order more easily to
devote his talents to the general good. He was the
greatest genius of all the attorneys of Greater Russia.
There was no one on earth like him, as everybody knew.
Well, most of Shalita’s activity was in connection with
criminal law. He had very little practice in the field of
civil law. Once his wife fell seriously ill, and at one stage
her condition was so grave that they spread straw on the
pavement in front of his fine house to reduce the noise of
horses’ hooves and the rattle of passing carts and thus
guarantee quiet for the patient. During this time, a
certain Jew came to him, requesting him to honour a
certain certificate of deposit for money which he had
deposited with him. In his distraction, Shalita said “I
don’t know you!” What did the claimant do? He laid a
complaint against him. The matter was investigated and
it was discovered that the attorney had indeed dis-
avowed the deposit. He was at once ordered to pay the
sum — it was not very large — and his licence to practice
as a defence counsel before the high court was revoked.
He thus fell from eminence in one day. His wife, still a
young woman, died, and the inordinate grief he felt
drove him to liquor. All that he possessed and all that he
had accumulated with so much toil was swiftly dissi-
pated. His winter overcoat was his sole possession and
he wore it in summer too. He let his hair grow long.
Occasionally, one of his friends of former times quietly
slipped him s'omc money. People who saw him wander-



710 03 X NI T2 P9 953 150 IR AR o B,
INDTR DM YN by 20amX XM B M Med
SITRD LRI G PO IR PTTINY TR MK Pen
DITRTNE3 PMYITN AT RN LNRRTOTI PY PO
NG, NIATI IUVIM 7pETATITN. TS M TR
WX RDY SO 0D 1YY 13 0301 OYD 7hMBnn
b3 sbnom o ?2hand T mbab b o mxyd
X3 ,75yn TImbnn Yy nR POwn o PRI B0 aon
DINTM NPT NET 130 TIRnna Medd Sam joand
R0 POD KO TN 2TV N O DNIDD DMK
by Ty 1unRD 13373 N L7130 00N N Ty SIntrnnshn
omR S0 ommbn b o932 by YT XIAN (MaRn
LB 1B R LMAONTANT ANmTI pRAm TROn
Y9 MNDY D LAY 1TV YTNTa wS? RPDNY
=599713 ORI MNAI TV DYMAGT DOVTATTITAONI WY
‘WBwA NNNTHA O3 ISP BT POV ,LDWATNAN TAY yInn
210U YIER I YT 990 YaR oAyt cvewnb oenian
J0Am7 1 Y PTIMY NN N 23T IR MR RN
S0YM TTNN 3TN WY NNam AUR KU X\
T, AR nnn e unhe by .mzana numxa
MNP Y3Y3 DY M — “pewRtivin MY
2P 13y wpab WwNav

-
S99 mbp cooiw P IR ORDIT 1D
bya ox 0 prtnbun XY Lpmam pT TR TR 0D
X1 TOK STD MNT YT MMInT Mavp YV MO
YOYNT M T YR oXaT omn nx Yapn n
,MbRTa 7397 XY X0 5T MWetaMD YT kT naraea
D3 OB X VHY WK LPHITT DX 2193 vnrm X
A 5T TP TR OORDTITISW3 23 WK DX M
LY RDIM APWIDI NN 83 PR X 70T 1% obvs
ADpE 99°1 7TEILEIRGT M3 JA1EY KDY (N3 XY
WMYTMSpa &3 N TN LPAPA pRvan DK AN Ny
XY PR AN — AKX AT 0I5 An JMYR hTaNa
2593 o0 XY O3 XM LIMR D3 privsl TODD T — by
by 78°7 MTX oY N0 M3 ANk WM MY oy
M2WTRA P TR TR DMK O et npma
——.50D MPTIM 9P°F KOYIT M LAPIM XD INSKTD3
RN LP Owa MIwR XOMI TR M3n—nva nm
LB92°3 935 IR X321 MK T oM watbya ampatiop
mna 23 ome Yy owenw L2Mava T i XN
“nvan DYDY 3w TTIODNR 1IR3 wopn Yv mwpn

63

ing aimlessly in the streets or tottering along drunkenly,
would say pityingly: “Those that were brought up in
scarlet have embraced dunghills.”

Zellin, the other attorney, was something entirely diffe-

rent. By contrast, he worked only in the field of civil law.
In his youth, he had attended the bet-hamidrash* and had

studied Jewish civil law, excelling in his understanding
of the most complex treatises. One day, a thought,
stinging as the venom of a snake, entered his mind and
he asked himself “Why do you waste your time on vain
absurdity? Come complete your studies and make a
career in worldly matters.” Finally, he threw off the yoke
of the Talmud, went to Kherson and began with great
assiduity to study basic subjects and languages. They
said of him that he sat for two years in his room and did
not for a moment interrupt his secular studies until he
fell gravely ill. When he recovered, he took his examina-
tions and was found to have successfully grasped all the
subjects which a bright student would only pass after
cight years of study. One of the teachers, amazed at his
ability, interceded on his behalf in the capital, in order
to obtain entry for him into one of the science faculties
which were closed to young Jews. In the university, he
studied jurisprudence, worked for a while on a compara-
tive study of Roman and Jewish law, but soon aban-
doned theoretical studies, and emerged after a few years
as a fully qualified attorney. He married a woman from a
wealthy family, settled in Honyrad and worked diligent-
ly at his profession. On his table, therc always reposed
that section of the Shulhan Aruch which dealt with civil
law. He was singled out by pious Jews who came to seek

counsel from him.

XIvV

I shall only mention two of the doctors, Malter and
Koch.

Malter was a slim well-groomed man, almost clean
shaven, but with a thin wisp of a beard. His eyes were
small and black, his hands white as a woman’s. He
would receive his patients standing, while playing with
his gold watch-chain. He did not ask many questions. In
general, he rarely felt one’s pulse and it was said of him
that he could diagnose a patient’s complaint from his
face. His medical fees were very high and in this he
blazed a trail for himself. He used to operate on injured
people, cure eye diseases and give few prescriptions. He
was accepted as being one of the intelligentsia. He could
play a good game of cards and was known for the
casualness with which he lost money. What he earned in
a whole week — and it was by no means little — he might
easily lose in one night’s game. He did not live peaceably
with his wife, but carried on an affair both openly and
secretly with the beautiful wife of Tobazchik, the
apothecary. The latter was a bald man, pooi'ly skilled in
his profession. When it comes to a doctor and an
apbthccary, it is the former who matters; the apothecary
is of no account.

The second doctor, named Koch, was an unusual char-
acter. He was small in stature, corpulent, physically
powerful and already advanced in years. He was one of
those Jewish children who had been forcibly conscripted
into the army through the ukase of Czar Nicholas I, the

*Hebrew for “"house of study”.
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father of Alexander II. They tore these children away
from their parents’ homes and dragged them off to
distant provinces. There they worked as swineherds for
the village serfs until they forgot the ordinances of
Judaism and their mother-tongue. When they reached
the age of fiftcen, they began harsh military training,
served in the infantry in border regiments, and fought
dangcrous battles with the savage tribes in the Cauca-
sian mountains. For them, one year was reckoned as a
day; ten ycars as a single ycar. They knew no rest and
their lives were hard. When they were well on in age
they gradually rcturned to Central Russia to a world
which was strange to them.

Koch was trained to be a medical orderly in the army,
became an cxpert in practical medicine and made
tremendous progress. After he had passed his fiftieth
year, "he was rclcased from the army and travelled
through all the cities of the province of Kiev, until he
came to Honyrad and scttled there. In the coursc- of the
years, he achicved a reputation throughout the whole
locality and pcople strcamed to him from the neighbour-
ing villages. He was indeed an expert doctor and helped
many pcople who were scriously ill to recover.

He had no wifc and lived in a house in a large courtyard,
wedged in between the upper and lower cities. At dawn,
the courtyard was full of ailing men and women, waiting
for him. When the door was opened, they came in,
jostling cach other. There were sick people who would
bribe the gate-keeper with three roubles to let them in to
the miracle man ahead of the others. The doctor himself
received only one rouble. He himself paid no attention to
the fees and just as readily treated people without fee as
for payment. He often gave poor people money out of his
own pocket. Although his labours were physically ex-
hausting, he received patients without interruption from
morning to night. He would go off in the middle of the
night to visit a patient suddenly taken ill and neither
rain nor frost held him back.

He had been stolen out of the arms of his parents when
he was a boy of seven. He herded for a villager and was
baptised by a Russian Orthodox priest when he was
twelve. He was completely sundered from Judaism, not
even knowing the name of his parents. One thing
remained impressed on him from his tender childhood.
On the morning before the day of a great fast, they used
to take a cock, bind its legs, twirl it round their heads
several times and recite certain words. After that they
threw it on the ground and read verses from a book.
Sometimes he longed for this ceremony. It once hap-
pened that the wife of the state-appointed rabbi of
Honyrad was sick and this doctor came to the house to
visit the patient. He asked the rabbi about the custom of
the cock and he told him what he knew about it. From
that time onward, the rabbi had to come to him secretly
every year on the eve of Yom Kippur*. In this way he
believed he was following the custom of the Jews in the
villages. The rabbi would translate the words into
Russian for him: “This instead of me, this in place of
me.”

1, too, have seen this doctor.

* Day of Atonement.
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Tamar, the daughter-in-law of the wealthy Nehemiah
Trachtman, was wasting away from loneliness. Her
husband, Amnon, was once again running wild after his
fancies and often did not return to her for several days
each week. Wealth may seem to declare itself, but may
cast a shadow of dreadful silence. There can be anxiety
in prosperous surroundings. Two people may meet in a
guest-house, become acquainted and yet there can be a
distance between them. You can plant a tree, but it may
not take root, you may make a compact and all it comes
to is a document bearing witness to human bondage. She
had gone astray in the house of her father, the rabbi, and
no longer believed in sacred things. The ancestral cus-
toms were to her simply an artificial clinging to the past.
She had no feeling for her people and no family attach-
ment. When she woke in the morning her physical
existence dragged her back from a long dream. Daylight
was a bitter jest, days had no measure or meaning. What
was she doing, who existed for her here? Her father-in-
law and mother-in-law were not her keepers. Who had
asked her to come here? Who would bother to go after
her if she got up and went away? Who can explain what
the heart is planning?

You stand looking in a mirror, face to face with yoursclf;
movcement imitates movement. You close your cyes and
it is pitch dark, a silent unrest fills the room, you take
the silver knife with which you cut the white Sabbath
loaf and it slips from your hands, picrcing your breast so
that thc blood flows in a curved strcam on to the
slippery floor. The speckled dog licks up the blood as it
flows, drinking its fill. She would stand on the balcony
and call to the people passing below, “Come up to me
and I shall be yours and give you my body.” There are
iron bars round about. Men have no ears. They have lost
their sensc of hearing. Here is a garden ready planted
but there is a gate within a gate.

During that timec Doctor Malter became the favourite of
her male confidants, and subjected her beauty to his

will.

XVI

It was midday. The sun shone fiercely, scorching the
carth with a warmth which brought healing to every-
body. Tamar tossed restlessly in her stifling room and
longed to fecl at onc with a world which was both broad
and narrow, possesscd rivers and streams without num-
ber and yet man could not slake his thirst. She embraced
the red bolster in her strong arms, closed her eyes and
saw thousands, myriads of bright points of light with
iridescent colours and her soul bathed in a sea of radiant
bluc. ’

She woke suddenly, descended from her couch and tore
the curtains away from the window. She stood in front of
the mirror and combed her hair, put on a loose yellow
dress, and ordered the horseman to harness the carriage.
She went to see the doctor.

A dark-haired girl received her and led her into the
waiting room. She was alone. ‘“There’s another young
woman in the doctor’s room,” the girl said. A quarter of
a hour passed, half an hour. The clock chimes each
quarter of the hour. She sat a whole hour on her chair
consumed with jealousy. She could barely prevent herself




NTX I NYTY DR JNND DXYI XM NyT X9 RtR
mPONR TPYY L3NS TN DR WY NANY ARpIThimal
by smna MAXI XYM I AR A ovon® M3
bypann MBI KM ! PUYH DY TN I 2y InRLn
MY XM D030 DX NN Ay .me Y93 rrby eem
7N ppwm nonn T by Ay wvp JTINK t1m T
Yl NI 5 TNT BY 23K, 98N XYM JTOR YT XN
993 b1p 7195 M. 1MRM POR RO 7101 1T N
SOMIPTIA NAMRY TOR TR0 XW TP 7WNR

X5 %9 POy, ~phR Y MoK N SR MR np.
150 DPEA DX WY 3N 7D DR ABDY TP I TPM
QX1 79 M LMY KEIAT WD DR PR APIM Yy
BT DX A0 LB DR MM PR 00 ovY o oK
725n O XY "abTTIpD U2IXR TYADD. M33nY 010710
thpa XYY WMPTIM Wpanm Yz Yy abpl o0 ~og
% B 21 MR AT YOYa XY TR ;0 ank antbva.
ST T CARDR 0K

nawnn 0 TR D WM amab nInk 3w Ye amxa
MY DWRNE 3 &3 N8I3 XDV AR YRl My

P SMTMDN YR X3 MYFR3 Y KA ST WM WP
MADTH 19Pn .OIw AR Mmbmeb X9pm nbT Dk oUm

=8OR X% .T'V3 MU qOwENT 393 W apYm pd
T AnR 3T e

P

T3P 30730 419 5y imaway Trand X3 TN rinn b
Q™3 Yv pnav oY 2w aTm? naw or 953 .o
=33 MMt Mnewa  pon moxd mTps nw i
MM N33 LPATATIAY AP 3R XM oonawn
T 1M T PYA P YT XY anen aveb avn
EPRT DM3TT AR TMIDIN BY PT D bax .ombxa
5T IMITWD.LOI ONMIAZ OV M3 OYLR DMAN 82N
OV £3 P LOMONMR X9mY AMTAN C3AMN3 PR OMMK
LUTavY 0Ty LT

03 7393 AT APK AR 137 MY MY T AR M
2% nIan® ANTD TR TN RIM L NNRaTIY? U omon
OIR Don TMY 0P T R 99

M|y SwI® TR 3 PIRD TMY %93 O YK
BYPRN T 589V MITT NID TOXN TR PO OIRND oA
SeT3 937 b3 Y3 nnd abUan ann ANy e LY rnm
TPNN WAk 10°3 KWL mpan TP TUhInn P W
93 79%sb 9073 .mann bapb nm nmn Tpen Nk ninob
X571 1MIR XM PrTS BX cnmea xam — 7ob ;b an

A%

from getting up and knocking on Malter’s door. She

must know. She opened the door quietly and saw a tall
veiled woman leaving the doctor’s surgery. She had an
inner impulse to block the way and say, “Confess your
sin with him, admit what you have done.” She seized the
door handle and leaned on it with all her strength. Her
rival left the house. She composed herself and went in.
Malter was standing looking out of the window and paid
no attention to her. Tamar cried out, “I am here in the
room; you have betrayed me as you always do.” The
doctor turned to her and said, “What do you want?”’ She
burst into sobs. He drew near and took her by the arm.

“Take me to your house and I shall play my part. The
idea that I am not the only one tears at my entrails. Let
us both leave this place and go to a distant city! I don’t
want you to practise medicine any more! What have you
to do with other people! Who cares whether the sun is
shining? Close out the sky and bring me into a fortress, I
am mad with burning passion for you and only fire can

quench fire!”
She fell on his neck and embraced him, kissing him and

crying out aloud, *“You owe me somcthing. My husband
is no longer a husband to me. My parents arc strangers
to me. You have made mc yours, and I live as part of
your blood.”

At that very hour Amnon returned home. When his
servant told him that his wife had gone to Malter, the
doctor, he also became consumed with jealousy and
rushed over there. He hurried up the steps, came to the
corridor, tore open the door in a fury and began
screaming at both of them. The maids rushed in at the
sound of the screaming. By cvening the report had
spread throughout the city. I shall not relate the subse-
quent course of events.

XVII

A new district commissioner came to Honyrad. When he
had settled in his office, he instituted a new custom. On
every Jewish Sabbath and on the eve of the Christian
Sunday, he sent officials to conscript some of the gentile
maid-servants in the houses of those obscrving the day of
rest and forced them to work for nothing in his house-
hold and in his courtyard. This was purely an ad hoc
regulation and was only known in that city. The resi-
dents grumbled inside their own homes, but who can
contend with the authorities? There are a lot of things

which are not signed and sealed in the highest quarters
at St. Petersburg which are imposed upon the people

throughout the broad reaches of the Empire. And what
can Jews do, who are inferior subjects?

But an even greater affliction fell upon Honyrad. After
some time a new deputy commissioner was appointed to
the district. He was a strange person. To everyone’s
stupefaction, he simply refused to accept bribes from
anybody. A

The land of Russia without bribery is like a land without
air to breathe. It was as though every person were struck
dumb and the power of speech had ceased in the world.
How can a city continue to exist, which up till now had
been accustomed to slipping something to an official for
anything, great or small? In vain did Honyrad attempt
to persuade this strange official to receive gifts. They
tried to cajole him, even to force gifts on him — but he
maintained his position. “If the man who gives the gift is
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right, then I am taking a gift for no purpose. If he is at
fault, then let him bear the responsibility for his crime.”
This deputy commissioner was a bachelor and lived in a
single narrow room. However, he had a mistress who
cooked his meals and repaired his clothes. Even the
notables and important people in the city besieged the
doorway of this gentile woman and begged and entreated
her to open her hand and receive something in cash or in
kind from them. If this would not help to soften the heart
of this hater of bribes — something like this had hap-
pened in another city and the leaders of the community
had decided to hold a public fast. In Honyrad, it became

a great affliction which was talked about everywhere.
But even this was forgotten when a young man of the

royal family, who had disgraced himself, was forced to
go into exile from the imperial city, the glittering capital
of the Empire. He was sentenced to spend several
months in Honyrad. This brought great delight to the
inhabitants. '

All those connected with the local authorities took great
pains to beautify the city and make it look new. A
by-law was passed forcing every man to repair his house
and whitewash the outside walls. All the streets were
newly paved with stones. The yards had to be cleaned
and fine sand spread in front of every door. The poor
were forbidden to appear in the centre of the city in their
rags and tatters. It was prohibited to litter the ground
with seeds and fruit. Ordinary waggons were not
allowed to pass through the beautiful streets. In the big
shops, the most expensive items were purchased to adorn
the dwellings of the Czar’s kinsman. Every day bullocks,
lambs, and poultry were slaughtered without end to
supply his table. They brought up the best of the wine
from the wine cellars. There was a feast like that of King
Solomon at the house of the Czar’s relative every day.
Most of the guests were the rural aristocracy and they
came whether they liked it or not to eat with the great
prince. Every .week there was a ball and celebration at
his palace. Gaudily dressed prostitutes mingled with the
wives of the local nobility. Fiddles, drums, and cymbals
made constant music. Night after night, the city was
illumined by lanterns and beacons. Fun and games,

mirth and merrymaking! Nobody stayed home: streets
and squares round about the tumultuous palace were

filled with throngs of people. It was a great festive season
even more gay than had occurred in the days when the
nobleman of Zarkov had held his cclebration.

On one tumultuous night such as this, Miriam, our

heroine, reached the city of Honyrad.
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XVIII

Strange events and unprecedented happenings took
place at this time especially among the Jews of Honyrad.
I shall relate them one by one, even though they are not
all relevant to my central story.

A man learned in the Torah, who prayed in a small
hassidic kloiz* in the remote part of the city, peered
closely into the books of scholarship and nature, and
gave vent to a view that he believed only in a general
Divine Providence, but not in Divine Providence for the
individual. A great storm arose among the hassidim, who
began to persecute him and attempted to destroy the
source of his livelihood. The man was in serious trouble.
He was about thirty years of age and the father of three
children. He submitted to public pressure and accepted
chastisement for having suggested a diminution in the
power of the Most High. This was the eve of the new
moon, which is a small Day of Atonement for the
God-fearing. The unfortunate wretch took off his shoes
in the chapel, sat on the ground and began to make
confession according to the ritual set forth in the prayer
book. Meanwhile, the crowd surrounded him and cried
out, “You are our brother.” While he was praying and
confessing, one strict observer poked him with his foot.
The eyes of the man seated on the ground filled with
tears from the humiliation which he felt so deeply — and
the man who poked him did not complete his year. In
Honyrad, the district capital, such excessive fanaticism
had not previously been known. This was something
new.

Just near the edge of the upper city a certain man had
established residence. He was already more than fifty
years of age and associated with thieves. A whole gang of
such thieves was at his beck and call, and obeyed his
every command. He behaved as a wealthy burgher and
most of the townsmen lived in fear of him. Many of the
rich paid him annual protection money to keep their
interests from harm. They treated him with respect
because of their fear. No one dared say anything against
him and he amassed wealth. Once when a famous
lzaddik passed by Honyrad, it occurred to his head of
thieves to visit the rebbe. The tzaddik gave orders that he
was not to be disturbed and conferred with him for
about an hour. The man returned to his house, divided
all his property into three parts and gave one third to the
rebbe, one third to the poor and onc third to the state, in
order that the local officials should free him from the
taxes which he paid each year. Thercafter, he sat in the
bet-hamidrash like a poor man, ecating from the soup
kitchen and reciting psalms every day. No onc who saw
him could believe that this was ‘“Moishele, the Thief” as
he used to be called.

* Hassidic prayer-house.
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XIX

Not far from the big municipal park lived a man of Just
over forty. This was Manoah, the leaseholder. He was
not a native of Honyrad, but had come to live there a
few years previously. He only visited the city occasional-
ly, spending most of his time on the leasehold estate a
few miles from Honyrad, where he had a house. His wife
was an embittered invalid and a hidden enmity pre-
vailed between them all the time. They had an only
daughter who had been married, but had got rid of her
husband because she could not stand him. She was a tall
woman, not without education. There was a certain
dignity about the way she walked and, in general, she
resembled her father, but there was one strange thing
about her: since childhood she was forever terrified of
thunder and lightning. It is impossible to describe the
extent of this fear, it was so abnormal. Whenever her
father visited his estate, she came to stay with him. As I

said, she inclined more towards her father than towards

her mother. It was a summer night and she had already

gone to bed, when the whole room was illuminated by

great flashes of lightning and peals of thunder. One

thunder clap followed another, until it looked as if the

world was falling apart and the house was being shaken

to its foundations. Mortal terror overcame the young
woman and she fled from her room to her father’s and
lay in his bed. Floods of incessant rain began to pour
down into the earth. It seemed that cursed Satan had
come back once again to confuse the world. Even before
the morning dawned, the man got up, hid his face, and
went on foot to the city where the rebbe resided. He had
hardly set his foot over the threshold of this holy man’s
house when he heard a voice crying from inside “Go
away from here: you are unclean!”
On the outskirts of the lower city lived a man who
worked in leather, what the Talmud calls a tanner. He
was red-headed, lively and well-to-do. His wife was

barren and had ceased to menstruate, so that the man,
who had longed for a son all his life, lost all hope. In his

neighbourhood he had noticed a strapping and good-

looking young girl to whom he made advances and

whom he tried to seduce. He pressed himself upon her so

strongly that eventually she submitted. The man was

elated by the outcome; nevertheless he continually ex-

horted her to cleanse herself ritually from her impurity

and immerse herself in water as religion requires. That

evening the girl went down to the river to immerse

herself in the water while he watched out for her from a

distance and made the blessing for her. She came out

from the river furtively. The man had intercourse with

her. Only the moon and the stars were witnesses. The

girl became pregnant and at the end of nine months gave

birth to a male child. The rumour spread through the

city: so and so, the daughter of so and so, had borne a

child through immoral intercourse. The Jews were un-

willing to have the child circumcised. Then the tanner

felt compelled to enter the bet-hamidrash when the people

were gathered there, and he cried out: “She is in the

right against me!”
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I have already mentioned the prosperous man who lived
in the upper city and who possessed a portion of the
Prophets with Mendelssohn’s commentary. This man
was a cohen of high repute amongst his brethren. A coken
may only take a virgin in marriage and a divorced
woman is forbidden him by priestly law. He had married
a divorced woman, he himself being a widower, his wife
having died before she was fifty. In the lower city was a
certain broker to whom the coken used to go on business.
He had a very beautiful wife, who was not faithful to
him. Shalita was her lover in the days of his greatness.
The cohen persuaded the broker to divorce his wife and
advanced him the money to pay off her dowry. He duly
divorced her and the coken duly married her. A shochet
who had been disqualified from office because of some
irregularity, was persuaded for a fee to celebrate the
marriage — to the dismay of the whole city. Sabbath after
Sabbath, a crowd including many students of the Law,
gathered around the house of the cohen. If he or his wife
dared to go out of the house they would assail them with
curses and imprecations. One New Year’s day, which is
in truth the day of judgment in Heaven for those who
dwell on earth, the mob attacked the wife of the coken as
she was g.oing to synagogue, in all her finery. They
kicked her, injured her and stripped her clothes off her.
It was only with the greatest difficulty that the local
police saved her from those who were abusing her and
cursing her. They took her home to her house clothed
only in a shift.

For a long time the entire city was in turmoil over the
dreadful event that had occurred in their midst when a
cohen married a woman forbidden to him.

XX

Now here are two more incidents. A well-known man in
the city of Honyrad was Absalom the miller. He was
forty years old and sold flour in a large shop at the top of
a flight of stairs. In the bet-hamidrash where he prayed, he
was considered a respectable householder and quite
learned. He had a wife and three children: From time to
time Absalom used to travel to Belaya Tserkov. In that
town lived two Christian missionaries who would give
passersby books printed in Hebrew characters resemb-
ling the Bible. They contained chapters and verses, with
vowels and sometimes even cantillation notes. They
contained words of exhortation and parables: not sta-
tutes and regulations. In the place of Moses, the son of
Amram, a prophet spoke who was called the Messiah
and the son of God. Instead of Joshua, the son of Nun,
there were twelve disciples corresponding to the number
of the tribes of Israel.

Suddenly, the news spread in Honyrad that Absalom
and his household had converted. The matter became
known on a Sabbath, the day which has been the sign of
the Covenant betwcen the Almighty and His people
Israel from the very beginning. They were praying and
offering thanks to God who weighs all deeds, to the holy
God, whose day is holy and whose tribe is holy. The
angels of peace stand on the threshold of every Jewish
house as emissaries to the Chosen People from their
Father who is in Heaven. And now a member of the
congregation had gone and abandoned his religion. One
who had hitherto been Jewish now overnight had be-
come a non-Jew. There was sadness and deep distress,
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but no heavenly voice burst forth, the Divine Presence
did not burst into lament. But it was discovered after
investigation that in the Great Synagogue the perpetual
light before the ark had gone out by itself...

On the morning after the Sabbath day a great mob
gathered in front of the flour shop to see the wicked
profaner of the Covenant. Many could not believe that
Absalom had done as had been reported. He had arrived
early at his shop and when he saw the mob gathered
there, he went out bareheaded, stood arrogantly on the
top step, both hands in his trouser pockets and called to
the people, “Take a good look at a converted Jew!”

I am relating things as they occurred and I know of
another event which took place at this time when
another man was also caught in the net of subversion at
Belaya Tserkov. It happened this way. He was a good-
hearted person who had not yet reached thirty. All his
life he had loved the depictions of sacrificial services in
the prayer book. Avidly he devoured the first chapters of
the Book of Leviticus, which is the Book of the Levites,
the chapters about sacrifices in the Book of Exodus, and
in the Book of Numbers. All his life he was grieved that
the Jews no longer had a temple, sacrificial offerings, or
a priest to preside over the sacrifices. True, Jewish
sources state that prayer has taken the place of sacrifice.
It is said that the blood and the fat which are reduced in
the body on the fast days are considered in God’s eyes
like the bringing of sacrifices and sin offerings. But what
are these in comparison with the burnt offerings which
go straight up to God in smoke. Any such prayers and
sacrifices, even if they are offered in place of burnt
offerings to the Most High, did not reveal, to the eyes of
man, the King or His throne. On the other hand, in
days of yore, when the Temple was still in existence, a
man stood up and offered his sacrifice and fire came
down from Heaven to consume the offering upon the
altar. Now, one of these two missionaries in the city gave
him a book of the Gospel, known as the Epistle to the
Hebrews. In this book the atmosphere of the city where
David dwelt prevailed. The earthly temple flourished as
did that of Heaven and the blood of the sacrifices shone
with the strength of the sun. There were not many
priests standing on duty, but the High Priest Saviour,
Melchizedek, ministered to the creation and offered his
fat and his blood literally to make atonement for the
world for the burden of sin. With the utmost reverence
this young man read every chapter and deeply pondered
every verse and thought. When he had finished reading
the book, he was trembling. He fell on his face and
wanted to cry out, “The Lord He is God and Mel-
chizedek is His servant and His Messiah.” They say that
at that time he saw the very image of his dead father
standing before him.

But by now I have surely gone far astray.

XXI

Yehiel Eichenstein welcomed his kinswoman Miriam
very warmly. They brought her water to wash her hands
and face from the dust of the journey. Afterwards she sat
down at the table to eat the evening meal together with
the members of the houschold, but she scarcely touched
anything. The sound of the drum and the fiddle could be
heard as far as the ‘house and her heart was faint. She
was also weary from the burden of the journey. The
master of the house did not press her to eat. He
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understood how she felt and had a deep compassion for
her tender youth. After the meal was over, he asked his
sister to arrange a place for her to sleep and left the
room with a conventional “good night!” They cleared
the dining-room for her and made her a bed on the wide
sofa, placing a candle on the table for her. In the quiet
room she sat on a chair, as though in a cloud. Spheres
werc spinning afar and the world had hidden its face.
She wanted to cry, but had no resources to put against
the emptiness she felt. Who does not recall the myste-
rious hopefulness one feels when one is young and is put
up for the night in strange surroundings for the very first
time.

Miriam rose in the morning, washed her face and hands,
dressed, and went out and stood in front of the house.
Yehiel’s grandson, Gedaliah, also went out and said
“good morning!” to Miriam, but nothing else. The
master of the house had already solemnly recited his
morning prayer and while doing so had reminded him-

self of the young guest who had arrived the previous day.
He inwardly determined that he would protect her. God
has compassion on his creatures: He is the Father and
we are His sons. Arise, son of man, and speak with the
God of the Universe.
For the midday meal, the members of the household
again sat around the table as on the previous day, but
this time there was some conversation. Eichenstein, the
head of the house, begged Miriam to feel at home. The
grandchildren, Deborah and Pessie stared at her. Geda-
liah looked down at his plate. It was a fine day. Yehiel
was in the habit of taking a nap after lunch, but Miriam
and Deborah went out for a little walk, in the course of
which Deborah showed her relative the mill beside the
river. A little later, Gedaliah joined them and stayed
with them a while for company.
Gedaliah was a fair-haired youth, very eager to acquire
knowledge, but what he learnt he kept pent up inside
himself and did not speak about it. He was accustomed
to loneliness and kept recalling his father who had
passed away. His mother had married again, and she
saw him only on rare occasions. His sister, Deborah, a
plain girl but sincere, was closer to him than the
white-skinned Pessie. She was red-headed, freckled, and
talkative, often humming a song as she went about from
room to room. I have already mentioned Yehiel’s sister,
the widow, who kept house. Her name was Hava. She
performed her duties faithfully and was free of envy
towards other pcople. There was also a Jewish maidser-
vant working in the kitchen and a gentile servant helping
her to clean the rooms, light the fires, and milk the cows.
She also fed the geese and hens in the yard. The Jewish
servant wore shoes, but the gentile went barefoot.
Gedaliah’s fricnd at that time was Yehezkel, the son of
Solomon, who held on lcasc the post house for supplying
horses to government officials en route. This lessee was
one of the hassidim. He had bouts of religious enthusiasm
and was known for his hearty appectite. His son went to a
religious school to learn Talmud and its commentaries.
He was an imaginative person and liked Pessie but she
persistently and deliberately avoided him. Pessie also
had a friend, a lively, jolly girl called Esther. The oldest
girl, Deborah, was friendly with two sisters, Rebecca and
Mahla, a pair of beautiful twins. When they went out it
was difficult to tell one from the other. Rebecca liked
Miriam the moment she saw her, which made Mabhla

jealous.
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XXII

On the eve of the first Sabbath after Miriam came to the
city of Honyrad, preparations began in the house for the
holy day. Th?y cleaned the windows, washed the doors
and the floors, and spread white cloths over.the tables.
At Eichenstein’s house on Sabbaths and festivals, they
used to have their meals in the great salon which was
closed the rest of the week. A chandelier of shining
crystal hung from the painted ceiling and two wall
fixtures for tallow candles of burnished bright copper
were fixed between the windows. At one end of the large
table stood a silver candelabrum with three stems on
each of which were two branches. Every chair was
covered with a white cover. Everything was spic and
span. Eichenstein and his grandson had already re-
turned from the synagogue. He was dressed in a close-
fitting robe of black silk, tailored in excellent taste.
Gedaliah was wearing a woollen garment, also well
made. Their hats were of silk. Deborah and Pessie wore
dresses of expensive polka-dot fabric, and Eichenstein’s
sister, the housckeeper, wore a rich woollen kerchief of
blue and gold on her head. It was she who blessed the
Sabbath lights as was her well-established prerogative.
Yehiel greeted the ministering Sabbath angels, reciting
the praises wholeheartedly, but with a certain longing in
his heart. Who was finer than a woman of valour, he
sang, and he gave thanks to the one who lived in his
house and also to the one who had passed away. The
God of the Sabbath now hovered in His high heavens
listening to the songs of the Children of Israel wherever
they might be. The master of the house poured the wine
into a golden goblet and, after he had drunk from it,
held it out to the women. After that, Gedaliah- also
recited the kiddush.* They washed their hands for the
meal and sat down to enjoy the Sabbath meal and then
sing the Sabbath hymns. Miriam had never seen a
Sabbath eve quite like that in her father’s house.

After grace, the table was swept clean of the crumbs left
over from the feast. Deborah and Pessic got up and sat
in a corner, talking togcther, but they soon left the room.
For a little while the mistress of the house looked into
her Korban Minha prayer book, but she was weary from
the toil of the day and went to slecp. Gedaliah took up
the novel Love of Zion and began to read. Miriam was
reading a Russian book. Ychicl was lcafing through the
pages of a Pentateuch containing the traditional com-
mentarics. The weekly portion was that of Korah.

At this point the Children of Israel were in the wilder-
ncss, cvery tribe encamped by its standard. The crafts-
men had built the Tabernacle according to the plan
which the prophet had seen on the mountain and it rose
splendidly in the midst of the camp. The God of the
Covenant dwelt within it, above the Cherubim. Outside
it, members of Levite families kept watch. This was a
holy nation, the Chosen People whom God had bore on
cagles’ wings from the land of the sons of Ham. He had
caused them to inherit His Torah, His eternal delight.
Now He intended to give them posscssion of the Land
which He had sworn to their fathers would be theirs.
Moses the son of Amram, the skin of whose face shone,
used to speak with God face to face. He presided over
the laws and 'statutes and also over the journeys from

* Sanctification. A prayer recited on the Sabbath sanctifying the
Sabbath wine and bread.
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place to place. Aaron, his brother, the dedicated one of
the Almighty, served as priest in the Tabernacle, and he
and his sons offered sacrifices upon the altar and burning

incense in the sanctuary. The incense was sweet of
savour, pleasant to the Lord. There was no Satan and no
troubler. The people’s clothing did not wear out and
their feet did not swell. A pillar of cloud and a pillar of
firc made straight the path before the children of
Abraham.

And now Korah, the son of Izhar, came out, joined by
Dathan and Abiram and they incited the blessed people
against their leaders Moses and Aaron. Moses had not
taken a single ass, he had not received any gift, he was
not overbearing to the community — and now there was
an outcry of murmuring in camp. “You take too much
on yourself, ye sons of Levi!” Moses and Aaron tried to
justify themselves before the murmurers, attempting to
pacify the raging people, but the people determined to
stone them. The same men, who in the recent days of
Sinai, had heard the utterance, ‘“‘thou shalt not revile
God, nor curse the ruler of thy people,” were now lifting
up stones to throw them at God’s cmissaries. Yehiel’s
heart fainted when he read these verses in the Pen-
tateuch. Even the commentator Rashi could not solve
the riddle. Yehiel lifted up his eyes and saw that the
candles on the table had alrcady gone out, but there was
a new star in the house. It was not the women of Israel
who had taken off their earrings to make the golden calf;
they had not rebelled against the word of Moscs.

Fecling tenderness and compassion, he rose from the

table.

XXIII

The next day, on the Sabbath afternoon, Yehiel went
with his grandson and his kinswoman to see the sights of
Honyrad. At that time Miriam was fifteen. She was
taller than Gedaliah, who had already passed his six-
teenth birthday. She walked gracefully and her features
expressed a certain sweetness. All those who saw them
walking together thought that the girl was Gedaliah’s
fiancée, although in Yehiel’s circle it was not customary
for the bridegroom to go walking with the bride. On the
Sabbath, Honyrad was like a clock whose wheels have
stopped moving. There was no hubbub in the streets. No
business was transacted, no worry about livelihood or
money. The fact that the doors of the many shops were
shut increased the atmosphere of Sabbath tranquillity.

On the next Sabbath, Miriam went walking with the
sisters Deborah and Pessie in the great park. She
wondered at its incomparable beauty. Gradually, she
responded to the spaciousness of the new city. Here was
a different horizon and a different kind of life from that
in Ladyna. Fashionably dressed men were to be seen
everywhere she went. The desire to stand and observe
was very strong in her. Now that she had found in the
place where she dwelt a feeling of greater intimacy, she
was looked upon as a daughter and older sister. Geda-
liah had lost his heart to her and was deeply attached.
The father, Yehiel, appreciated her charm and would
speak to her whenever he felt depressed. When they

had prepared Miriam’s bed in the room which we have
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mentioned, he would sometimes bring her her candle, sit
down with her, and ask about the sort of book she was
reading. Men who write down their thoughts in books
are the teachers of knowledge. And those who read them
are also stimulated to think. Yehiel felt that Miriam
would in the course of time complete her studies and
make a name for herself.

Miriam, howcver, was still far from trapquil. She began
to read Gontcharov, but found that there was no magic
in his descriptions. Everything was meticulously related
but there was no warmth in his commonplaces. He did
not take wing and offered no solace to the downcast. If
she had had the opportunity of meeting a man familiar
with literature, she would have expressed her thoughts
on the subject.

Through his teacher, Shlomo-Ozer, Gedaliah had made
the acquaintance of the maskil, Yeruham, and the latter
brought him to the cantor’s house where he spoke about
his educated kinswoman who had come to his grand-
father’s house. They were delighted at this fresh blood,
and invited him to bring her with him next time. Miriam
was persuaded by Gedaliah to accompany him to this
house of the enlightened and there she met all the group.
Those who were gathered there were seeking something;
they were cultured and knowledgeable. She had never
before experienced a session like this, but she could not
tully understand this sort of conversation and the things
they talked about. She felt a warmth around her, but no
light shone for her. When they left, Yeruham accompa-

nied them. He was very anxious to explain to her what
was going on in the development of modern Hebrew.

Yeruham spoke to her with great conviction. He felt very
eloquent but Miriam did not know how to answer him.
Everything he said was so new to her. Until now, she
had understood the Jews to be a dispersed ethnic group
with an old religion and the books of the Prophets. She
had no knowledge of the Jews as a people with its
Hebrew heritage and contemporary literature.

XXIV

When Yeruham had to turn off for his mother’s house,
he stretched out his hand to say goodbye to Miriam and
felt a certain inner hcaviness. He wanted to say some-
thing more to her; he wanted to meet her again and
debate with her. But he left her and went his way with a
feeling of despair. Girls like her are necessary to the
House of Israel, but they are not for us... You see flowers
giving off fragrance — but the garden is closed. The
Hebrew reader possessed a Jewish mother, pouring out
her soul in supplication through the prayer book, but he
had no Hebrew sister. Were the poet to sing songs of
love, his belovéd would not understand his language.
There is no bond between equal souls. There is strength
in Hebrew literature and a desire to enlighten, but it
lacks tenderness and disregards the relation between the
sexes. There is no ear to listen to the mouth.

Both Leah and Ida only had a passing interest in
literature. He had long been aware of his inclination
towards Ida and, if he was not deceiving himself, he was
in love with her. But he did not really know how she felt.
She wanted either inner illumination or some over-

whelming sensation. He knew how to get at the inner
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meaning of a book better than she did. He had original
thoughts of which she was not capable. However, he did
not have sufficient power of expression to convey his
feelings. He could either conquer her by a storm of
feeling or by proving his superior ability. If only he had
the skill to write a story or an article of merit, he would
rise in her estimation. He had already begun to outline
and put down his thoughts in writing. He had power of
language, but he himself considered all he had done not
good enough to print. He was very critical of his own
work...

Ida was certainly aware of the thoughts which were
troubling Yeruham. A girl who has matured has both
strength and a self-protective power. She may make
somebody happy, elevate him and give his spirit wings,
but before this can happen, the man must give her own
spirit encouragement. Expression is one thing and the
will to love and be loved is another. Two people may sit
down and talk, their subject may be basic principles or
superficialities and one may rise to go and the other may
go after him and embrace him. A sense of physical
compatibility between the two sexes is a lofty matter.
Poets speak about desires, longing, and romantic dreams
which ignite the first sparks in the heart. Yeruham was

not to be reckoned among those whom fire and passion
intoxicate. In his view, pure love was only a matter of

communion and compatibility.

He would wait a year or two until the relationship
between him and Ida became clearer and stronger. They
would marry and open a school for boys and girls. There
had developed within him a determination to educate, to
develop the intellect, to raise up a Hebrew-speaking
generation which would be admired among the nations,
and at the same time would come to know and value
itself. There was no doubt that all the words of Peretz
Smolenskin which had aroused enthusiasm in him for
some time were quite correct. Up till the present time
only part of that writer’s ideals had been achieved.
Yeruham did not have the power, nor did he expect to
move the whole of the people, but he wanted to arouse
their spirit and to pass on the light received from his own
teachers.

After a few days he visited the house of the cantor but
did not see Ida. She had a headache and kept to her
room. This upset him very much because on that
particular day he really wanted to talk to her and to see
her. He felt as if he had just returned from a distant
journey. As he talked to Leah the elder sister, he was
somewhat wild and distracted, but she remained ex-
pressionless, talking to him exactly as usual. It was
difficult for Yeruham to get up and go. On the table was
lying the book Zerubabel by 1.B. Levinsohn. He opened it
and began to read the introduction. Secretly he was
hoping for a small miracle, that the door would open
quickly and Ida would appear, stretch out her hand to
him and ask his forgiveness for having kept him waiting
so long. He also thought he would let down his guard
and write a letter to her for whom his soul longed, and
reveal everything in this heart.

Love knows no appointed times. He walked back and
forth in the room as was his habit when absorbed in
furious thinking. Suddenly, Leah said that she had
something important to do in the upper city and asked
him to accompany her. Without a word, Yeruham put
on his coat and accompanied her down the few steps
which led to the street. The poor fellow did not know

that he would never again return to that house...
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XXV

Ida had very lofty ambitions, and in her eyes the peak of
happiness would be to marry a writer. At times, she
thought of visiting one of her mother’s family in Odessa,
where she imagined she could become acquainted with
the great writers of whom she had heard. She valued
Yeruham and his aspirations. She was not oblivious to
the fact that she had a place in his heart. But he was
shorter than she in stature and a rung lower in class! If
he had only once squeczed her hand or casually run his
hand through her hair, there might have been some
inward change in her. You do not know women and the
way they feel. On the other hand, if Nehemiah, who, as
we know, also used to visit her father’s house, were to do
this, she would immediately recoil, despite the fact that
she had been friendly to him. She was not just an inert
mass or a mere tool; she was longing for a redeemer or
companion to captivate her and win her heart. She was
looking for support and real fellowship. She had not
known passionate love, but there were stirrings in her
soul and these troubled her spirit... So the days of her
youth had passed and the sun had not shone upon her.
The garden was fenced around and hope was sleeping.
The autumn of a young girl! Ben-Moshe, the teacher,
was of little account in her cyes nor did she feel any envy
for her sister. The teacher belittled Yeruham in her
presence. While she paid no attention, it would have
been better if his attack had not aroused in her the
strange desire to take revenge on the man who idolized
her. A person may be sitting by a table and lift a vessel
standing on it, throw it to the ground and shatter it into
fragments... There can be deliberate murder, without
malice. She dismissed Ycruham without a word and
Leah her sister, Ben-Moshe’s fiancée, had set the seal on
the separation. It would be too much to enumerate the
details.

XXVI

When Yeruham realized what had happened to him in
the cantor’s house, he was like a waggon deprived of its
wheels. However, he did not bemoan his fate, nor try to

mend the breach, but took it as a sentence which could
not be altered. He looked around, and saw that the
world was going on just as usual, that the people he met
in the street were carrying on with their work as they
had done yesterday and the day before. “Night borrows
from the day and the day from the night.” There was no
loss of proportion and no solace.

Nevertheless, when you sit in your room the walls seem
to run together as though they are strangling you to
death. A man leaves this lifc, they dig him a grave and
fill it in. The living weep for the dead, but he who sleeps
in the dust slumbers until eternity. Here on earth, one
living thing is consumed by another.

Yeruham gave his lessons as he had done in the past,
continued his conversations with his companions. He
summonecd the strength to endure everything in silence,
but he was depressed. His mother noticed that some-
thing had happened to him, but she did not ask him
what was gricving him and said nothing about it. She
just took greater care of him than she had in the past,
complained to him that he was not eating as much as
usual. A mother’s compassion is renowned.
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XXVII

It happened during thec month of Ellul. Yeruham had
ceased to take note of the passing days, but now he did
notice the way the Jews were running to worship God.

He could see the difference between the penitential days
and the rest of the festivals. On Rosh Hashana* and Yom
Kippur, he even entered the courtyard of the synagogue,
and sat among those who were praying. Through the
doorway he was aware of men pouring out their sup-
plications to the hidden God and these men were his
brethren and members of his people. On Succoth,** the
autumn festival, he ran about in the streets every day,
going backwards and forwards to the lower city. Some
nights, he did not even go home to sleep, but wandered
aimlessly around the silent city. A secret grief was
consuming his body and his mind.

His hopes that he would teach and impart wisdom were
crushed. Life is treacherous and individuals can remain
barren. What could he teach and impart any more? He
read some chapters of Lilienblum’s Sin of Youth and he
was beside himself. He had not wept since his childhood,
his heart had not failed him and he had not been angry
at others. Man was born to work and reflect. Men are
hungry to know and to understand. One becomes weal-
thy, another is burdened by suffering. It is our business

to find a bridge between the several parts of the world..

But he, Yeruham, was powerless. He might visualize the
victory of the spirit from afar, but now he was like a
prisoner of war. Despair lamented the downfall of hope.
A curtain was drawn over Ida’s window, too. Yeruham
spoke more than anyone else at their gatherings; he had
enlivened the circle which met in their house and had
lifted up his soul to her. It is like water to a plant for a
woman to know that there is somebody who waits for
her and that she is surrounded by a certain fondness.
Now the rays of the sun no longer reached her. The
vision and the day-dream were ended...

XXVIII

A breeze was blowing. It was eveﬁing, Yeruham was
strolling in the park, immersed in a multitude of
thoughts when he saw Shalita, the advocate who had
come down i the world, sprawling on a white bench,
clad in the uniform of the days of his greatness. He
motioned to Yeruham to sit down beside him and the
latter was a little disturbed. There was little in common
between the Hebrew maskilim and the Russian intel-
ligentsia.

Yeruham’s eyes told Shalita that his heart had been
broken by disappointed love. The latter placed his hand
on the Hebrew teacher’s shoulder and said “Come with
me, brother.”

They went together through the alleys and narrow
streets until they came to the red light district on the
outskirts of the city. Yeruham wanted to turn back and
retrace his steps, but his guide pulled him by the coat
and would not let him get away from him. Tévev climbed
a flight of stone steps to a fashionable looking house. A

* New Year.
#» Feast of Tabernacles.
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plump, heavily rouged woman wearing long bright ear-
rings welcomed them. Shalita put his hand in his pocket,
took out something and put it into the hands of the
madam. The gay voices of girls could be heard from the
open salon; the walls were covered with bright mirrors.
Yeruham was confused by the dazzling light. Tender
hands drew him to a room with a curtain over the
window. The languishing soul plunged down through an
infinity of caverns where every door was bolted with iron
bars and flesh scized upon flesh. His youth was sullied
with the unchaste kiss. Later, he rose and slipped out
stealthily, deeply ashamed of what he had done.
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PART THREE

8]

The whole week long Yeruham was unable to look his
mother in the face and when she spoke to him, he turned
his head away. On the Sabbath cve as the sun went
down and Jews were hurrying to the synagogue, he was
drawn as though by a hidden hand to the street of love
though he knew full well how distressed his mother was
whenever he failed to return home on the Sabbath eve.
Boy goes after girl for a year or two singing to her the
song which is in his soul. Today she seems to draw near
him and on the morrow it is as though her hcart were
closed. This mating is an insoluble riddle. You traverse
roads full of pitfalls and when you arrive at the fair land
it turns out to be thorns and thistles. — Yet with a few
roubles you are the lord of a body. The beloved object is
obedient to him that chooses her and does not resist.
Those who were distant draw close; one soul embraces
an alien soul. Nature knows no father and no friend.

She was a red-head of about twenty-one, with blue eyes
and almost invisible eyebrows. She had a pouting mouth
which expressed wonder and warmth. Every visitor was
a new man to her. When she dropped her soft dress to
the ground and removed her Vslip, the visitor was con-
founded by a skin as white as the moon and two breasts
undulating like the heads of paradisiacal fishes. Yeruham

was bewildered at the sight of this divinity and he in
turn began to shed his garments. He saw an eagle in full
flight with wings outstretched. Sparks of green and red
fire flared. Fire consumed fire and fire drank deep of
fire. Flame seized the flesh, devoured it and crucified it.
Later when he arose and went his way, it all seemed like
a fleeting dream.

II

The next day Yeruham came across Ida in a suburb of
the city and turned his back to her. He walked away
very slowly, marvelling at his own self-control. He would
be revenged on the female scx. Poets cannot be trusted —
in vain did they project visions, in vain did they plunge
into ecstasies of word and utterance. He had a rod of
chastisement in his mouth; plague in place of praise. He
would blaze a new trail. He would summon the youth to
study and high purpose. He would be a national writer
raising his voice for every lofty cause. The day was
stealing away. Yeruham felt a weakness at the knees. He
sat down alone,on a bench to rest. There were very few
_passers by. If he had not felt ashamed, he would have
burst into tears.

Ida too went home to her father’s house ashamed and
angry. Men are such cowards. Had Yeruham at that
moment stood up in front of her and stretched out his
hand, she would not have drawn back. He had not faded
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out of her heart and she often thought about him. Those
days when he used to come eagerly to see her and talk at
length about literature and life had been very plcasant
for her too. Now it was all ended. - Why had she driven
him off? Why had he slipped away from her? She had
held everything in her hands and now she had nothing.
Man is endowed with numerous talents yet the soul is
unsatisfied. — The sun rises, everything is bathed in the
divine streams of light. The heart burns and entreats for
refreshment and compassion. You close your eyes and a
nectwork of golden rays fills the air and irradiates the
darkness. Yet it can also happen that, for no good cause,
day can be transformed into night and one cannot
discern between left and right; one does not know
oneself. Yes, she would write to Yeruham, drop him a
note saying: “Come and see me and we will talk over
matters between us.” She would wipe out the last few
days from her memory. He would be as devoted and
loving to her as he had becn in the past. He was hers;
and she? It was in the balance. In her hands was the
power of life or death - to draw him near or repel him; to
make the soul of a man happy or to inject bitterness into
it. She was full of power. She could make her voice sing
or raise a wail of lamentation.

She could not slecp that night and saw her life clear and
unveiled. She lay on her bed, her feet pressed tightly
together and her soul as impressionable as sealing wax.

I1

Three days passed. It was the afternoon of a short
winter’s day. Nehemiah Eisenstein was visiting the two
daughters of the cantor and found only Ida alone in the
room. She was delighted to meet him. She tapped him
on the hand, chiding him because he had neglected them
for so long. He sat down opposite her and she looked
straight at him. — Now she was talking volubly and
vehemently and he could not take his eyes off her. What
was the matter with her now? A vital force was welling
up in her and she was very desirable. He rose from the
table for a moment and gazed outside. She, too, arose
and placed her hand on his shoulder. He trembled
inwardly... He turned his head towards her and mouth
clung to mouth...

“Nehemiah!”

“Ida!”

She took his head in her two strong arms and he kissed
her with redoubled passion. The door opened. Leah
came into the room and exclaimed with a laugh, “I saw
nothing. I heard nothing. Congratulations!”

Nehemiah and Ida reddened with embarrassment but
said nothing. A quarter of an hour later Ben-Moshe also
entered the room. His friend drew ncar him and whis-
pered into his ear to say nothing further but he ignored
her and said, “I must congratulate the bride and
groom.”

Ida reproved him. Nehemiah did not linger in the house
any longer but took his departure. It was not a dream -
he was wide awake. He had never imagined yesterday or
the day before that Ida would be his. He was happy, but
his heart was clouded... He had to think things out. He
met a few friends but none of them knew what was the
matter with him. What should he tell his parents? They
would certainly not approve of the match.
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When the news of Nehemiah Eisenstein’s engagement to
Ida, the cantor’s daughter, reached Yeruham, his heart
seemed to burst and he cried, ‘““The rumour just can’t be
true.” But he knew that it was so; that his former heart’s
delight now belonged to another. He had been in full
spiritual communion with her and she had always been
radiantly at one with him. Two people achieve together-
ness, establish contact and then a third comes along and
takes by force or guile that which is rightly yours. Now
his mouth and not yours kisses the one you loved so
dearly. It is not your hand which strokes her hair nor
your arms which embrace her. You have hold of a cord
and are drawing something towards you and suddenly
there is nothing, only stupefaction. — Your passions
nearly drown you, your soul is overwhelmed, and now
you stand like a beggar at the door and are denied even
a crust of bread. No! He is not a beggar, but one robbed
and plundered.' They have turned him into an empty
vessel in the wide world, they have brought him down
and utterly overthrown him...

For a moment he decided to seek out Nehemiah and
contend with him for taking what did not belong to him.
Then he thought of writing a long letter to Ida in which
he would pour out his heart to her. Once he had dwelt in
Paradise; he had left it and wanted to return there but
the gate was barred. He would stand in the main strcet
and cry out: ‘“‘How unfortunate I am, my life is ruined!”
He would go down to the valley near the city and there
dig himself a grave. He had no mother and no nation.
He was a severed limb. His ultimate fate was darkness.
For seven whole days Yeruham lay on the broken couch
in his narrow room, covered with a blanket and his eyes
shut tight, without looking at that minute part of the
world outside that was visible through the window pane.
Man’s thoughts may range far afield and soar into the
empyrean, but the body shrinks into insignificance.
There is no compassion in the world; no refuge. Why
struggle or strive for any goal since it, too, must come to
nothing? A man is only half a person. — If there is no
soul seeking out another, no spirit finding solace in
another, what is life-all about? There arc laws which rule
in nature and yet what happens to man is utterly
accidental. Logically speaking Ida is the one destined for
him and she and she only belongs to him. Is it not he
who understands her happiness, and in the gcﬁcrosity of
his heart is it not he who can make her happy? And yet
she scorned him and chose a lesser man. — He, the
powerful one, had failed. — He, the first to be enlightened
— nothing had fallen to him, just nothing. He tossed from
side to side. He sank his head into the pillow and
abandoned himself to grief...

His mother would keep coming into his room and
asking, “What is the matter with you, my son?”

He did not know what to answer her. He was afraid to
get up and go out — his feet might not support him. If
only he would contract a mortal illness. If only he might
shake off this mortal coil, he would feel some relief.
There is long sleep and there is death which stalks in the
recesses of the heart. The will has disintegrated and it is
something of a wonder that it continues to exist...
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Autumn came as it had before. A few days after Succoth
was over the rains began to fall incessantly. The cisterns
and brooks filled up and the sluices of water in the mill
were angrily flooded with a violence which could be
heard as far as Eichenstein’s house up on the hill.
Miriam was now reading the works of one of the great
Russian novelists. He gave her a feeling of warm elation.
It was Feodor Dostoievsky.

Misery ruled the natural world and all living things are
crushed by the weight of their burden. Man crawls out of
his closed cavern, dragging a rope behind him. — The
sun may have shone but it was not day. No shelter nor
protection; if one stumbled, no helping hand. Blind of
soul and lame of limb and body were those whom God
had created to inherit the earth. The heritage given to us
is nothing but a series of terrors. You encounter a fellow
man and he is a stranger to you. You seek something all
your days and are only rejected. Burn upon burn, bruise
upon bruise, buffers to the right and the left; only failure
rules. There is no escape, but the heart of man is sorely
distressed. Speech is given only to obscure that which is
within us. To cry out is of no avail. Ideals and opinions,
ambitions, taking and giving, serve no other purpose
than to break down the will, undermining the will which
has long disintegrated. Creation is a living species
consuming itself...

Many fragments of the dust of primeval chaos cling to
the garments of the Creator and this debris fills every-
thing He has made. He created Man to burnish the rust
off creation, to purify and uplift it but Man has only
become confused. Yet through guilt he is raised up and
through degradation we break down the fence. If you
fall, kiss the ground beneath you. Man is crucified more
than once. Since the days of Abel blood has been shed.
The whole wide world is only the horns of the altar of
sin...

It so happened that Miriam met the daughter of that
Manoah, the leaseholder, whom I mentioned previously.
Autumn had completed its lament and winter reigned
over the world. A gleaming white shroud covered the
face of the town and footsteps echoed on the frozen
pavements. At a square in the town a military band
stood and played. It was an anniversary: the Czar’s
birthday. Crowds gathered. Miriam, too, went out with
Eichenstein’s granddaughters. Behold, a tall young
woman, clad in a long fur coat, stood not far from her.
An inward trembling seized her. The music pressed on
her soul. A kind of invisible thread went out from the
shrouded woman and swathed her heart. It was a feeling
as though someone unknown were crying secretly, the
sound reaching only her ear... She felt too embarrassed
to lift up her eyes and gaze at the strange woman. A
mystery has a thousand mouths and only a few echoes
may be heard to explain it. A hidden hand seized
Miriam. She leaned on one of the girls who was with her
to stop herself from slipping. Suddenly the daughter of
Manoah stepped backward a few paces. The crowd
pressed in from all sides. She trod on Miriam’s foot and
made her apologies in Russian. Her face was sad.
Eichenstein’s granddaughters whispered to each other...




n
QuR M T3 7322 by maswy MWW Man N2
MR MY
mn onR FCOM TP TRy nnmd LpXY nneva T¥al
bpenn JMIMR PPTTR PMT URIDWYT MEm ™M
ypwl Yan v u mab ,pwid Per PR 1M 3%
v oK D Y3 orn PRy YHe o PR — I¥3 WD
moap oI YR XMPp oW M 2°3IvRmY DNn bovy
— — .ppTT0 1 TP Ay

DIX PR T DIT P TTNAT APYIT UKD I3
M PR Yapm mw 37207 Y33 TR ;135 nx 12 nnenw
PEmabSh XY ASON 1K 3 MY WY Kp ommhIn
[OM PR AVIZ PRI MNP PR PRI A9 00 ann2?
DT NP3 B3 MR DM P13 BYEn PR AP0
un by ompy o e PIwD DRYY DR LDPTIR 02
Lo M2 DRI STMVOY 3TN %3 OK1N O3 &R Y
tom mm on Sw MaAn? npan I J0RR AMT Ry
MR 737 W WD

AR T0R APRANb apaTYYIR anty amp man na
MP>IRIY BYYI TATIYT DX MYy Ao ToXRIn NnouR
ghys b§Y M2 N0 RO TR W3 XM ATR X7
7in 53 noaa B2 o xom

YK D23 SPM 93T K3 TR ATV WM X0 aTn
sgny nbTR ANl BMPA Nhaw B3 A5 AMnTEY Basa
M N2 Ko7 4TY2IC2 ADEY ATV ATK POTISR D03
MRS TN MR APXT AR .Aon by aye o
Sqrm LM N3 13 TR TINY AMR R IR
qen b3 mpwTI JSPRWNT CRT3 AMR AP ATOR
qaR o9 2w nav v v nnan Yo e, 15p3 IR

¥ o abnbnnn IR AR — ¥ ox MY
Dy oY

]
MR WIS TRTRN AR MpERS STA T 0D .BmYT
AMID .MMMYNR TN aER akYn P TR P 02 OTRTIA
I® 719737 DX WOY 1M IR OR 20 NTXI IR oo
5T NISIN O ANK 7RR LATY TOR DX MOTY oY o3
£O%5NR BYITISKRDS LYauT AP 8978 0 LTIam e
o 59 AR OORDAD 9IBOTPRY 1aiY "a3Tm oMEnD X
ayey nar Y7o oYD mizw oonpwl o fabad uvn rav
DOOYSE e OTRA O3 ARmY paRa bor ans n2iis 2k
shex 130 TPYRTAAD 130387 DI .MTD XY PTIm PR 20
b av
bsyan AR MY TN ATaY ANDmR 2N N3 T
Y15 AT NSDY PN AURY DUy Yy 7Th
'3 wwn nx wad v abwn Maven P2 MM PITa

g

|30 YR NI IWWA max N3

\%

The daughter of Manoah, the leaseholder, lay on her
couch in her spacious room at her father’s house situated
in the centre of the upper city. Her hair was visible
outside her kerchief. A chemisette covered her breast,
and her feet were bare. Boredom and infinite depression
possessed her. The heart twists and turns, barely sus-
taining the soul and the body, and everything is befog-
ged as in a cloud. — There is no world at all, no life at
all. There are just swirls of fog which mingle endlessly.
Deep calls to deep, the hooves of the primeval calf are
cloven. - — - ‘

A young woman weeps alone amid an alien tribe. There
is no one to whom she can open her heart. In the whole
neighbourhood there is no one to accept or to give. If the
heavenly palaces had not been destroyed she would have
summoned the hounds of the chase to accompany her
there. Here on earth there is neither plain nor hillock, no
refuge by night and no escape by day. The streets are
empty, althqugh men pass along them. You go out into
the market-place and all bodies are crooked; all those
who see are blind. When you sit down to a meal, a
crooked serpent eats together with you and drinks from
your cup. You glance at a cask of water and it suddenly
seems to want to swallow you up.

Manoah’s daughter got up, put on her slippers, removed
the kerchief from her head and began to do her hair with
style and great care. She was a woman and a betrothed
maiden. She had made a covenant with the hidden God
and had broken every covenant and every law.

How what happened next came about is a mystery and
must remain one. On the Sabbath afternoon, a beautiful
winter’s day in a world at rest, the door of Eichenstein’s
courtyard opened and a young woman, Manoah’s
daughter, appeared on the threshold wrapped in her
mantle. She asked for the young girl who was a guest
there. When they brought her to the room where Miriam
was staying, she hurried over to her, embraced her with
both arms, .kissed her incessantly and cried, “Be my
companion. Be a daughter to me. Return my love and
friendship! If not, I shall die.”

Miriam trembled and did not know what to answer.

VI

Snow! When rain falls to irrigate the ground, we are
reminded that there is a connection between Heaven and
earth and that there is a reawakening. God may open
His reservoirs of water and ordain blessing for us or He
may open them to engulf creation. Of a different categ-
ory are the storehouses of snow, frost, and hail. The
world is stormbound. Nature is in a tumult, the angels of
wrath are raging abroad or disintegrating, with in-
numerable drifts of whiteness filling the atmosphere
between firmament and earth being deposited thereafter
in layers as low as a handbreadth or as high as a cubit.
The whole earth and the fullness thereof, from man to
beast, is clothed in whiteness. There is no distinction
and no cscape. It faces us like an inevitable rendezvous
and our days and nights are consumed.

The leaseholder’s daughter got out of bed and put on her
clothes. She wrapped her fur coat about her, covered her
head with a kerchief and went out to wander in the
squares and streets amidst the snow-drifts. Had she
encountered Satan she would have seized him and
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become his slave. Snow was her food and snow was her
garment. The world of infinite variety was no more; the
soul consumes the body. When she sat down to rest on
the steps of the mansion, her eyes were shut tight against
the outside world, and the twilight of death came and
kissed her limb by limb, and was absorbed by them.

In the morning those who were first out of doors found
the young woman frozen, stretched cut in front of the
mansion not far from the Eichenstein place. The sound
of their cries drew all the neighbours who gathered
round, amazed at the sight. Someone suggested taking
her at once to Dr. Koch. They rushed her into a room
and the doctor ordered them to strip off her clothes and
rub her naked body vigorously with snow and icy water.
After two hours of hard, incessant effort, miraculously

she began to breathc again.

VII

Talking about the leaseholder’s daughter reminds me of
that very beautiful divorcee who was once the wife of the
wealthy Pinehas-Elijah, reckoned among the magnates
of the city. I shall tell you what happened to her.
For a whole year after her divorce, she stayed at the
house of her younger sister who was married to the
owner of a large estate in the vicinity of the city of Balta.
The Jewish marriage-brokers scurried to and fro, and
one of the noted citizens of Yarmelinetz, a red-haired
fellow from a large family, had his eye on her. He came
from a great distance merely on the strength of reports
he had heard, intending to take her back to his mansion
at any price. As a result of the pressure exerted on her,
she travelled to Loton, the seat of the rebbe, to seek
advice from her former friend, the daughter-in-law of the
tzaddik. She certainly had no idea that the day was
approaching when she too would become a member of
the hassidic court.— Reb Yaacov, a cousin of the “king”
(— who are the kings? The rabbis!), a portly man with all
his wits about him, directed a!l the administrative affairs
of the rebbe’s court and was obeyed by everybody. He
was the advisor of Reb David and his familiar friend if
not his patron. This Reb Yaacov had become widowed at
that time, his wife dying of an illness. He desired this
wealthy woman and sent some of his confidants to
approach her. The woman of rare beauty was inclined to
accept the crown. The rebbe himsclf, as was his wont,
wavered over the decision, but when the lady appeared
in the inner sanctum of his room and stood before him
like Abigail in her day, he understood again the mystery
of divine beauty and could not withhold his blessing.
The same mouth which had forbidden her previously to
her husband because she had been found in compromis-
ing circumstances with another, now permittted her to
his kinsman. There was a furore in hassidic circles.
Hitherto, members of the rabbinic family had married
only into families of similar status, and now a profane
vessel was being used for holy purposes.
Two weeks after the wedding night a banquet took place
in the tzaddik’s courtyard in honour of the local noble-
man, the distinguished Prince Shubalov. He visited
Loton, his ancestral city, only infrequently. Most of his
time was spent in St. Petersburg where he had an
established position among the great men of the empire.
When the prince saw the rebbe’s new wife, he was
bewitched by her beauty. He was a man of sixty at that
time. Afraid of his burning desire for her and being also
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a man who deeply respected his fellow men, he rose up
precipitately from the table, gave orders for his horse to
be saddled and sped through the city gate never again to
return to his estates.

Some time later the lioness of the court was again found
in compromising circumstances; this time with the local
apothecary, and was held to be no longer fit for her
position.

Reb Yaacov, the well-born patron of the rebbe’s court,
looked up the chapter concerning the woman suspected
of adultery in the Book of Numbers and sought to
penetrate the mysterious meaning of the texts. The
letters in the Torah are souls, transcendental stairs, by
which man may make his way from earth to heaven.
This lady of consequence, who dwelt in the inner
sanctum and whose splendid beauty had endowed him
with a measure of great exaltation, must now be sent
away from him and he dared not touch her, nor even see
her again. She existed for him no longer. The world
continued turning as before, but in fact things were not
as they had been. Even the rebbe felt a certain emptiness
in his heart since his court was deprived of her presence.
King Solomon, also called Yedidiah, vas beloved of the
Omnipresent, but his wives had offered incense to
Chemosh. There is union and oneness but the eyes go
a-whoring away from the higher light to degradation,
and the Divine Presence is withdrawn...

VIII

Now Ida, the cantor’s daughter, was also at times
indifferent to Nehemiah, her intended. The hand which
she extended to him was cold, as was her heart. What
was there in common between them? His spirit had no
wings and did not soar. Mouth might touch mouth and
body embrace body, but there can be no bond without
affinity and no affinity without reciprocation. What
could he give her? What could she hope for from him?
Many thoughts passed through her mind, yet whenever
she was together with him she felt only emptiness.
Yeruham had given her seven times as much as her
fiancé. She had rejected him who was close to her and
drawn near onc who was distant. God alone knows the
answer to the riddle of pairing and separation. If you
take the wrong path, you will find contentment neither
by day nor by night.

Nehemiah never failed in his duty to her. Every after-
noon he would come to visit, chat and stroll with her. He
did not worry one bit about the future. He would earn
money, build his house, and have an intellectual wife not
one whit inferior to that of the doctor or the attorney.
But he, too, knew nothing of that exciting love described
in books. Young girls who have not fully matured
possess a certain pleasing warmth but Ida had the
advantage of him by two years or more. Stolen water is
sweet, but it is different when a full cup is set in front of
you and you are free to drink or not.

The power of attraction grows side by side with the
power of rejection. Ida knew that it was entirely in her
hands whether to be cool or kind. She also knew her
destiny. — One morning she rose from her bed, washed
her face, did her hair and looked out through the
window on to an empty world. Nothing was left in her
heart. She went inta the next room, sat down at the table
and wrote a parting letter to Nehemiah in Hebrew. She
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was not suitable for him. She had come to this conclu-
sion after careful thought. Let him not think it wicked on
her part. She wrote and erased, altering the wording
again and again. She put the missive in an envelope and
sealed it. Her mind was a welter of conflicting thoughts.
With restless glances, she paced the room from door to
door. Afterwards she went into the kitchen, threw the
letter into the stove where it went up in flames. She went
back to her room and sat on her bed, put her hand to
her brow and wept silently.

That same morning Yeruham in his narrow room was
more excited than hc had been yesterday or the day
before and did not know what was the matter with him...

[9]

IX

A number of other incidents took place in Honyrad.
Some came entirely afresh while others evolved from and
were intertwined with things that had gone before. I
shall describe them for the reader one by one just as |
have done until now.
Satan rose up against the wealthy priestly family of
Horowitz in the form of a steward working in their
business, who had been dismissed from his post because
of some misfeasance. He went to the provincial capital
and informed on them to the authorities accusing them
of dealing in forged bank notes which he maintained was
the source of all their wealth. One day a team of
investigators swooped down on the residence of
Menahem Horowitz, searched all his cabinets and con-
firmed that the steward’s charges were well-founded.
Immediately they sealed up his counting-house. They
put the magnate, his sons and sons-in-law in shackles
and incarcerated them in dungeons in the prison. They
set guards at the gate so that no communication of any
kind could reach them from outside. The town was
shaken to its foundations by the news. Every prayer
house buzzed with discussion whenever people came to
services. The honour and good name of Jewry had been
profaned among the gentiles. If the cedars of Lebanon
bow their tops like rceds, what should happen to the
lowly hyssop by the wall?
The brothers Benjamin and Joseph of the Nahman
family who were partners to the brandy distillery, were
also apprchended by the authoritics, when they went too
far by completely reversing the correct proportions.
They gave one-tenth of the turnover from their brandy to
the government treasury and took ninc-tenths for them-
sclves. Now in Russia this was an offencc which could
not be overlooked and one who committed this crime
was never acquitted. The community felt as though its
cyes had been put out when a house of magnates was
ruined. The silver display cabinets of these wealthy men
were removed from their mansions and transported in
one fell swoop to the provincial capital. Some say the
silver subsequently graced the house of the presiding
judge; others say the halls of the local governor. Men
rise and fall, wax rich and become poor. Even the luck of
the wealthy has its limits. I mourn the sight of any great
house which falls into ruin.
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A well-known character in the lower city of Honyrad
was the wealthy Haim-Yona Michlin. He was one of
Loton’s ardent hassidim, and owned a well stocked shop
for expensive fabrics and wool, which brought him great
prosperity. He was generous in his own circle and held
very strong opinions. He had an only daughter, a tall,
beautiful girl. When she was sixteen a match was made
for her with a young man of fine family from Drashna in
the district of Podolia. The bridegroom was learned in
the Talmud and its commentaries, but was all skin and
bone. They had not consulted the bride and she did not
see the groom until after the cercmony. They celebrated
the wedding with great pomp and splendour. It is
reported that when the bride’s parents went out to the
gate of the city to ineet the groom with carriages and
prancing horses, those in the know began whispering to
each other when they saw this skinny fellow taking pride
of place that day. Certainly the bride’s heart quailed
when she saw her spouse standing before her. When she
realized she was head and shoulders taller than he, she
grimaced. She found no cause for rejoicing at all. Indeed
she sat in her room and wept secretly. Her mother
entrcated with her vainly not to ruin the happy occasion.
In vain her father threatened to disinherit her if she
defied him and refused to give her hand to the one
chosen for her. She had only one answer: ‘I don’t want
him. I hate him.”

It was unheard of that a daughter of one of the most
eminent hassidim should even dare to speak thus to her
parents at a time when the bridegroom’s family were
already sitting around the table in the great salon of the
house with the bridegroom at their head. At this crisis
Haim-Yona, who had lavished his wealth generously on
the nuptials, arrived. His brothers and members of his

family also. came from a great distance to participate in
the happy occasion. Things scemed at a complete im-

passe. Just then the bridegroom’s mother entered. She
was a simple, unassuming person, and she pleaded with
the bride, ““Plecase, my daughter, do not humiliate us.
My darling son is right for you. Take no notice of his
looks. His heart is good. He will cherish you. We shall
always treat you with dignity and you will be a daughter
to us.”

The girl relented and she went in to the guests. Howev-
er, after the scven days of rcjoicing were over and the
in-laws had gone back home, she openly withdrew
herself from her husband and refused to go near him,
much to her mother’s dismay.

After two months had passed they began to gossip in the
town that something was going on between the hassid’s
daughter and Amnon the son of Nehemiah. Indeed the
reports were well-founded.

I have previously told of the beautiful woman, divorced
from her husband, who had later married a wealthy and
illustrious coken in Honyrad. She loved luxuries and,
despitc the fact that the community pointed a finger at
her, she persisted in beautifying and adorning herself.
Her chamber was full of display and splendour, with
woven carpets on the floor. The effect on anyone who
entered was overwhelming. She had no children. Her
darling was a tabby cat which slept with her, ate from
her dish and drank from her cup. When her passions
were vaguely aroused she would fondle it and kiss it
until her husband was jealous. Once when she was
reclining on a couch in the middle of the day, this spoilt
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creature jumped on her face, and one of his paws
inadvertently scratched her eyes piercing one of them.
Despite the efforts of the doctors it became clear that she
would be disfigured. She said to herself, ““Better to die
than live like this!”

She climbed up into the loft and hanged herself. Her
husband took her death and burial very badly. He wept
for her and mourned her the rest of his life.

Now the third beautiful woman, who was from a rabbi-
nic family, needs to be mentioned. At this time the
decree of banishment had been lifted from that young
sprig of the royal house who had been forced to find his
pleasure in Honyrad. He and his whole retinue accor-
dingly rcturned to the imperial capital. On this occasion,
the bustling district capital was emptied out. Then it
was that Tamar, the daughter-in-law of the wealthy
Nehemia Trachtman, also disappeared. She abandoned
both her reprobate husband, Amnon, and Malter, her
lover, who had betrayed her. According to rumour, she
became the mistress of that sprig of the royal stock.

I shall relate more about the life and adventures of this
woman in the imperial capital.

XI

There was a rich woman in Honyrad called Haya-Sarah,
who was well-known and who had been widowed before
she rcached the age of thirty. She was a vigorous fair and
buxom woman who took exellent care of her hardware
shop and brought up her two unattractive daughters
Razia and Zir’l. When the elder Razia reached marriage-
able age she wed her to a handsome, pleasant young
man, named Joseph, who was supported by her. From
time to time he frequented the hassidic kloiz to talk with
the scholars and occasionally he would open a book. At
night he would do the books for his mother-in-law, for he
knew accounting. His wife loved him dearly and doted
on him. Even the heart of the mistress of the house was
at times furtively invaded by strange thoughts. It can
happen for a mother to be jealous of her daughter and
sometimes this strange emotion is even felt by the
matrons of Israel.

Once the young wife and her sister travelled to a nearby
town to be present at their cousin’s wedding. The
widow, left alone in the house with her son-in-law,
cornered him. The sages have legislated against such
compromising privacy. The next day the young gentle-
man Joseph came to the rabbi of the town, wept copious
tears before him and confessed his sin. Walls have ears
and Honyrad was in a furore.

Asher Yaffe, the wealthy young maskil of rabbinical stock
with considerable financial investments, had long had
dealings with a well-known Polish noblewoman. She had
a large estate and a great forest but was deep in debt due
to her deceased husband. She laboured hard to straight-
en things out. Asher, who could speak Polish, was her
adviser and mainstay. She would converse eagerly with
this enlightened Jew and his handsome face and black
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round beard captured her heart. Once he had stayed on
till late in the evening in the village where the noble-
woman had her home and torrential rain prevented him
from returning to town. By some machination of the
devil they found him a place to lodge in her courtyard.
In the middle of the night the noblewoman summoned
him to her bedroom which was redolent with heavy
perfume. He fell a captive to her seductions and made
passionate love to her.

That night was the one on which Asher’s pure and
innocent wife, who loved him dearly, had gone to the
ritual bath to be cleansed according to religious custom.
She came back home as pure as a fresh young bride. Her
husband evaded her and ignored her. She sat on the bed
with tears streaming from her eyes.

The world was in turmoil over the twofold sin.

XII

What I shall now relate seldom happens in the Jewish
quarter.

The name of the man involved was Bunem. He was
about fifty and his beard was sprinkled with white. He
was meticulous about his attire, and was well-known and
respected in his circle as an intelligent man versed in the
ways of the world. He was among those who revered the
Malbim and knew how to answer heretics even in
matters of philosophy and theology. He was counted
among the richer classes although he did not deal in
anything in particular. If a man had a dispute with
another over a financial matter or two brothers quarrel-
led over their father’s inher#tance they would choose him
as an arbitrator. He knew how to bring both sides
together and be remunerated therefore. By nature he was
not ‘easy-going and he took good care of what was his.
However, he would not barter his integrity for any
pecuniary gain. In synagogue, he was usually the last to
be called up to the Reading of the Torah and he intoned
the benedictions in a pleasing voice. Bunem had an ugly
wife of a sour disposition and she made his whole life
miserable. He never answered her when she quarrelled
with him, but he inwardly harboured a secret hatred for
her. He had married her when he was sixteen and she
had borne him no children. Although by rabbinical rule
he could have divorced her, he had not parted from her
and had riot haled her before the rabbinical court.

It happened one Sabbath morning that Bunem rose
carly, washed his hands and face, put on his Sabbath
garb and was reading his Pentateuch before the service
began. His wife was in the next room and she also was
about to don her best finery in order to go to synagogue.
She stood on the threshold of the wardrobe to take out
her fine silk toat, when the wardrobe fell on her. She
could not cry out because of the weight pressing on her
mouth. Bunem heard the noise of the fall in the next
room and hurried to the scene. He stood there stunned
and terrified and did not lift the weight in time. Then he

ran outside and called in some neighbours to help. When
they lifted the wardrobe she was lifeless. She had

suffocated. The efforts of the doctors to revive her were
of no avail. When the Sabbath was over -they quickly
washed her body and bore her to her grave. During the
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week of mourning itself they began to talk about Bunem
and suggested that he was not guiltless of the crime of
murder. The matter came to the ear of the authorities
and he was charged with murder. The procurator tor-
mented him daily with numerous questions about his
past and the nature of his life with the deceased woman.
He did not waver. He was not guilty. He denied the
charges. After some months he was put on trial and a
famous advocate cleared him.

At that moment the accused stood up and said, “I am
certainly guilty. The death of my wife was what I
wanted and in such matters the thought is like the deed.
I deliberately did not hurry to save her.”

Another subject of conversation at that time was the
man of great substance Yehiel-Ber. He was over sixty
years old, elderly and respected in his community. His
wife died and he grieved over her for three months, after
which he decided to marry an eighteen-year-old girl, the
daughter of a certain distinguished scholar. His married
sons and sons-in-law were united in their opposition and
protested violently. They were afraid he might sire a son
who would share in their inheritance. The whole street
shook with the reverberations of the dispute.

XIII

To Miriam’s mind, there were two kinds of people in the
world, the good and the bad. There are some who have a
clear goal and purpose and others who are just aimless.
The former are up early in the morning seeking the right
path at all times; the latter have neither will nor
strength. There are grcat guides and momentous
thoughts but everything is clouded by crudeness and
ignorance. She had not read Job, nor had she heard the
voice speaking out of the whirlwind, but doubts were
already beginning to torment her. A man might lie
down, cover himself with a garment, hold his feet close
to his body and close his eyes when inner clouds would
come and cut him off from all light. But when he rose
up, shook himself and lifted up his head he would renew
his strength and assert, “I have still not lost my hope.”
A pure-souled young girl can not find the answer
without any allies. She herself had no sense of power but
she did know that purpose, prerogative and sovereignty
do exist. ‘

A certain Menashe Margalit, an acquaintance of Eichen-
stein who lived in the district of Heysin, came to
Honyrad on business and lodged at his friend’s house.
They had previously been closely connected in the
capital Kiev in the days of his prosperity and phenomen-
al success, and the period in between had not estranged
them from each other. Menashe was a man of about
forty, “short above and long bclow.” Outwardly he
observed the Jewish ceremonies but inwardly he was
easy-going, and had little respect for religious principles.
What was above was above and what was below was
below. He who doesn’t enjoy life doesn’t live, and
whoever lives, enjoys life. He who is diverted from his
way does not know what is ahead of him.

Every mealtime Menashe saw this beautiful young girl
sitting at the table and eating the same dishes that were
set before him. He wondered at this rose growing in the
garden in the sight of everyone with no one approaching.
He had his eye on her and secretly determined to lie in
wait for her but at the same time was uncertain of
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himself. Miriam was afraid of him and did not know
why. — One day she refused to come to lunch and said
she had a headache. She sat alone in her room and sad
thoughts filled her heart. Outside the day was drawing
to a close and her heart was empty. She did not
understand men’s conduct and how they behaved in life.
Each went his own way. She was confused. She had sat
pondering in this way for about two hours when the door
opened quietly. The guest had decided to come in and
make his advances to her; but when he saw this image of
youth and her appearance like the moon in daylight, his
determination failed and he withdrew. He went into the
next room and leaned his head against the wall.

The next day he left Honyrad on foot although his friend
Eichenstein pressed him to stay.

He walked night and day from village to village until he
reached his home town. When he came to his house he
did not speak to his wife or children. They did not know
what was the matter with him.

XIV

The little boy whom that girl had borne to the red-
headed tanner without benefit of wedlock was now five
years old. In fear and trembling his mother brought him
to the religious school. She slaved at making underwear
to gain a precarious livelihood. She lived in a rented
room and was rejected by her father, mother and all her
relatives. Some evenings the tanner would call on her
furtively, at a time when he could be quite unobserved,
and bring her some gift. He never touched her again.
She was forbidden to him from every aspect, but there
were times when a part of his soul remembered her, even
when he was praying with deep piety. God in heaven!
Does not sin come from You also. There is no free will;
but there is retribution; there are precepts, laws, and
admonitions.

Itzik was the name of the thin child. He had an
abnormally large forehead for his years, and green eyes,
but no self-confidence at all. On the contrary, he was
timid and fearful. He was upset by the appearance of the
straight-backed teacher with a wart on his left cheek. He
was simply terrified of the monitor. The pupils in the
school, of all classes, from the youngest to the oldest
would single him out. A bastard was sitting and learning
the alphabet trying with his inadequate mind to grasp
the fact that five letters of the Hebrew alphabet change
their form when they appear at the end of a word.

At four in the afternoon the bonds of school were
loosened. The door was opened and the boys and girls

hurried to leave the enclosure. Itzik too hurried after
them. Suddenly within the little compound a voice was
heard shouting ‘“Bastard! Bastard!” The boys and girls
hemmed him in on all sides. One tweaked his ear,
another pulled his nose. They grabbed at him from all
sides. One snatched his cap off his head. Had not the
monitor rushed up to drive them off with a rebuke, they
would have severely beaten him. Weeping bitterly the
child made his way to his mother’s house. All who saw
him pointed at him. I shall not describe the heartbreak
of the young woman when she saw her poor child
coming home with tears streaming down his cheeks. I do
not want to pronounce judgment on my own people.
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A week passed and the teacher Yeruham, the one who
knew the Prophets and read the periodical Hashachar,
volunteered to teach this rejected child the Hebrew
alphabet. Even the father of the child came openly that
day and proposed to the mother that he, too, would
instruct his son. They spoke about this for a long time in
the lower city.

XV

That young Yeshiva student who had been confused by
the Epistle to the Hebrews in the New Testament and
wanted to subject himself to the sovereignty of King
Melchizedek, also known as Shem, King of Salem, began
to delve even more deeply into the cabbala and also
found there Metatron, the ruler of all the angels on high.
His crown outshone the orb of the sun. He was beloved
by the Divine Presence and Metatron was her son. God
had a throne and so did he. God was the God of light
and he too was all light. God was holy and to be
hallowed and he too was holy and pure. The first cause,
God, partook of duality and was not a unity.

The name of this student was Naftali the son of Samuel.
His father had died when he was ten and his mother
when he was twenty. He was an only child with neither
brother nor sister. He married when he was twenty-one
and his wife died three months after their marriage,
leaving him alone to seek the path to God’s nature. He
had his fill of mankind, and now he was engaged in a
battle with Satan. Now one must increase one’s strength,
one must be cleansed of the pangs of the Exile and rend
asunder the sovereignty of Edom. The Divine Service
must be restored to the Sanctuary and the way must be
found from the earthly to the heavenly Jerusalem.

At that time Naftali joined up with a cabbalist novice
like himself. They went knocking on the doors of the
wealthy to collect funds to repair the tomb of Rachel,
which was what a rabbinical emissary, one of the men of
Sadigore, had told them to do. It so happened that when
they came to the Eichenstein house they saw Miriam.
They were both awe-inspired by her pure beauty and
stood stock-still on the threshold like pillars of marble,
utterly speechless. I shall not relate here what happened
to these two. '

XVI

At that time, Shimele the “well-born”’, whom I have
mentioned previously, became mentally ill. This is how
it came about.

Not only did Shimele love the Talmud, edited by Rav
Ashi and the Saboraitic rabbis, but also the Five Books
of the Pentateuch which were printed on superfine paper
in rectangular format and handsomely bound in elegant
green leather. With avid interest every Sabbath eve he
would go over the weekly portion, reading the Hebrew
text twice and the Aramaic version once. He would
chant every word distinctly and take pleasure in the
sound of his own singing. That Sabbath the sedrah* was
Ki Thissa dealing with shekels and the spices in the
Sanctuary. It also dealt with the eternal covenant of the
Sabbath of solemn rest and the affair of the golden calf.
The Children of Israel strip off their ornaments. Moses
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pitches his tent outside the camp. Now he stands in the
cleft of the rock and God speaks to him. “You shall not
sec may face. My back shall you see, but my face you
shall not behold.”

Shimele was terrified. There can be no thought which
perceives God. He has no face nor likeness; there can be
no bodily description. He has no neck nor face, and how
could He speak to the faithful one of His house. — His
heart reproached him because he had felt doubts about

the Divine Presence. The finer spirituality which used to
burgeon within him at the approach of the Sabbath,

disappeared. He spoke to no one. During the next week
he fasted on the Monday and Thursday. He dissolved in
tears crying aloud, “Answer me, Oh God, answer me!”
At night he dreamed that he was passing through a
forest with a load of wood on his shoulders. Suddenly he
heard a roaring noise behind him. He turned his head to
discover the source of the sound. His neck became
twisted and he could not straighten it again. He under-
stood full well why he was being punished. When he
awoke in the morning it seemed to him that his face was
indeed turned backward. In terror he roused the people
in the house and cried, ““Surely because of my sin, my
face has been turned around?”’ They all wondered at his
words because they found no change in him. He kept
saying, “God has surely chastised me in this world.”
Shimele lost his mind and from morning to evening
bewailed his fate.

Eichenstein came to visit him. The afilicted man com-
plained, “As God lives I am not demented. I have been
burned by a coal of strange thought and God’s hand is
against me.” :

Two years later Shimele died and found no solace for his
soul.

* The weekly portion read from the Bible.

[10]

XVII

The snow dissolved, the frost and ice melted away, the
floors dried out and became clean. Buds appeared in the
parks and gardens of the city, harbingers of spring.
Passover,the festival of freedom,was on the way. There is
no freedom from continuing slavery. There was bustle
and preparation in the upper and lower city, all under-
taken with excitement and delight. Had not Moses
spoken, and had not the sages elaborated his law, and
generation after generation conducted themselves accor-
dingly? Israel is the first-born son of God and is bound
to serve Him by baking unleavened bread and removing
all traces of leaven. The Great Hallel* is recited and the
Passover sacrifices recalled in the prayers. Even the poor
duly celebrate the seder.** God’s hand does not fall short
in all the places where His great name is mentioned.

In Yehiel Eichensteins’s house they celebrated the Pas-
sover with all the trimmings. The large salon was
illumined sevenfold. The head of the house, clothed in
white, reclined on a couch specially prepared for the
occasion. The table was laid as in a royal palace. Soft

* A series of psalms recited on festivals and holidays.
** The service hold at the evening meal on Passover Eve.
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singing filled the air. The children of freedom were
sitting down at feast and hearing the tale of how the
yoke was thrown off in days of yore.

Suddenly a bone stuck in the throat of the master at the
hcad of the table and he began to choke. His eyes bulged
and those sitting around were terrified. The widow
Jumped up from her seat and tried without avail to give
her brother some relief. Gedaliah rushed out to fetch Dr.
Koch, who was a friend of his grandfather, and hurried
him to the house. In the meantime, Ychiel coughed up
the bone but was exhausted and sank back supinely on
the cushions. Everyone arose in honour of the guest, and
eventually a place was set for him. It must have been
nearly fifty years since Koch had scen a Jewish Passover.
He had come from a far off wilderness to an oasis of
fragrant ease. He knew the girls Pessie and Deborah
from previous acquaintance, but who was the lovely
maiden sitting between them? She wore a white dress
and a band of black silk around her hair, and was gazing
directly at him.

Every soul has a body and every body, a soul. Elijah the
Tishbite once journeyed into the desert for a long, long
time. There was no brook from which to drink and no
bird flew in the sky. He lifted up his eyes and saw a
fine-looking juniper tree. His soul was awakened and he
said, “I too have had a dream.” But I shall not talk in
riddles...

XVIII

The vaults of heaven were opened and the rain came
pouring down without pause. The regular seasons were
confounded, spring had turned into autumn.

Manoah the leaseholder was sitting with his daughter in
the manor on the estate he had leased. She no longer
allowed him to go out alone and a secret fear whispered
in her ears. The end had come! The floodwaters were
accompanicd by an inner disquiet. Nature was opening
wide her mouth and revealing her hidden secrets.
Manoah’s head ached. He lay on his bed and had a
feeling that he was being led to the scaffold. A silent
terror pervaded the whole room. Hot vapour covered the
windows. A sound of knocking. What have you to do
here and who do you want here, you who carry the
sword of death? The angel of death has descended here
below from the heights. Suddenly a black dog bursts in
and starts licking around the legs of the bed with his
tongue. Trembling seizes the whole body of the leasehol-
der and he emits a high-pitched scream. His daughter
stands aghast at the door of the room. Manoah screams,
“Go away! Begone! Don’t come near me!”

The stalking pestilence fills the room. The daughter,
consumed with terror and fright, cannot utter a word.
Now the toll was at last being levied from the height of
heaven and the earth dissolved in fear.

The report of the appearance of the black dog in the
house of Manoah ran through the city. Men of deep
piety and ordinary people came to visit the sick man and
found him in the throes of his struggle with the angel of
destruction.

“Woe is mc! Alas for my soul!” muttered Manoah. I
have sinned. I have done wickedness. I have transgics-
sed. I am bcfouled by my incest. Now I am come to
judgment. They are tearing my flesh!”
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Those present were moved to penitence, and looked
meaningfully at cach other. In the time of the great
cabbalist, Isaac Luria, and the first hassidim, manifesta-
tions like this were scen and heard every day. But
whocever dreamed that such a thing could happen in
their own time in a city as large and as enlightened as
theirs. Now one could say to all these enlightened
rationalists. “I told you so!” Now let them deny the
evidence of their senses; now let them dare continue to
poke their noses into the mysteries of life.

Manoah lingered for three weeks on his bed of suffering.
His daughter was ashamed to go out. Many said she had
taken leave of her senses. On Thursday at noon the
sinner gave up the ghost and was buried that evening.
Only a few people attended the funeral.

That same day a wedding was celebrated in the city. Of
this I shall speak in the next chapter.

XIX

On a slope, at the outskirts of Honyrad, stands the wee
house of prayer where the few Lithuanians in the city
pray to their Maker according to their custom. Among
this group was one Meshullam Hacohen, a man of
dignity, and a cabbalist. He was a respectable househol-
der, learned in the Law and an observant Jew. He was
well-versed in the Bible and even possessed the Book of
Isaiah with Luzzatto’s commentary. He had an only
daughter, Yocheved, who, when a young girl of sixteen,
had been pledged in marriage. Her betrothed was a
maskil, a man of talent, well-known in his home town
Heysin. He became stricken with tuberculosis and
travelled each year to a vinegrowing district seeking a
cure. It proved of no avail and the date of the marriage
was constantly postponed in the hope of his regaining his
health. The bride reached the age of twenty, then
twenty-two and then twenty-five. For over ten years she
had sat in her father’s house waiting to be claimed.
Among the Jews one does not set aside a prenuptial
contract even if there be good reason to do so. Perhaps
God would have mercy. However when there was clearly
no hope that the groom would recover his health and
Yocheved was nearing thirty, the in-laws decided that
the marriage should take place. It was not right that the
man should go to his grave unmarried or that the
woman, a girl of mature years, should remain without a
matron’s kerchief in her father’s house.

They were married quictly with few guests on the
Sabbath night after Shavouoth*. Nahum Sharoni, that was
the bridegroom’s name, took the virgin Yocheved,
daughter of Meshullam, in marriage according to the
religious rites. A room was provided for the couple in the
house of the bride’s father. He coughed every morning,
drank his medicines and kept away from damp air. The
young wife, Yocheved, occupied herself with the care of
her husband’s health and cherished him dearly. The
Hebrew-speaking maskilim of Honyrad, in particular
Yeruham, were constant visitors. Word had spread that
Nahum’s ideas were profound — he was a new bright

star.

* Pentecost.
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Nahum Sharoni had already read Krochmal, knew the
writings of S.Y. Rabinovitz and was so well-versed in the
works of Isaac Ber Levinsohn that he could almost recite
them by heart. But he had also struck out on his own. —
He was far from extolling the wisdom of the rabbis or
praising Jewish scholarship. He did not believe in the
need to perpetuate the Jewish people. Once he was
sitting alone with Yeruham and said explicitly that the
Law of Israel is not a law of loving kindness but one of
censure and verbal castigation. The Jewish Lawgiver
knew of nothing except to curse his people. He did it
once in Leviticus, and again in Deuteronomy. — These
powerful curses have troubled us to this very day...
Yeruham’s mind reeled at these views and he was
occupied with his friend’s ideas all thatday and night.— - -

XX

It happened between the. New Year and the Day of
Atonement. Yeruham was again sitting in his ailing
friend’s room. Nahum, who was coughing blood from
time to time, began to speak.

“There are those among us who dream of the revival of
the people, but they are nothing but God’s wrath to us...
Israel is a slave in body and mind. Those who nourished
our spirits were slaves and not freemen. The narrow
framework of the Talmud is stifling... Hillel, the Elder,
Akiba, even Judah the Nassi, spent their whole existence
trying to weave ropes of sand and filled the storehouses
of Judaism with emptiness and frustration. Even Maimo-
nides, Yehuda Halevy the author of the Cuzari, and the
other thinkers were wide of the mark and erroneous in
their premises. Not one flicker of light breaks through
from what has been said and handed down. When we
dwelt in our own land we dominated our enemies and
now in the Exile they are getting their revenge. — The
world is not plotting evil against us without cause. — The
eternal hatred for the eternal people has its basis in
religion. The prophets created a breach between people
and people and between tribe and tribe. While they
rebuked with words they tore out everything by the
roots. They proclaimed enmity and brought a heritage of
perdition. ="

Yeruham cried out excitedly, “Were there not sublime
utterances in the mouths of the scers, incomparable on
this carth? Is not our pre-eminence over the gentiles

inherent in this fact?”

Nahum was silent, gazing at his friend with eyes of
despair and shaking his head. There was an interval of
silence in the room. Yeruham found himself powerless to

‘continue. Suddenly everythir{g was choked up within

him. The sick man seized the table with a hand shaking
with a deathly palsy and continued. “I shall depart
hence and never see the sun again. To me the whole
thing is a dreadful joke. You may still find the answer...
Terrible times are ahead of us. I have had premonitions
of them every night. What is there for us here or there?
Better for us not to learn our language any more, not to
read books any more, and to repudiate our heritage of
learning through all the generations. In days of persecu-
tion our enemies used to burn the Talmud, and other
books in public bonfires. Still there was much left over.”
Yeruham did not know what to reply to his friend.
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A few days after this conversation, the morning after the
Day of Atonement, Nahum Sharoni succumbed to his
illness, aged thirty-one. He was buried that evening. The
city’s maskilim, including the teachers of Russian, who
had heard something of his gifts, paid him their last
respects and gathered around his bier. Even Gedaliah
and his kinswoman came to the cemetery. This was
somewhat ‘unusual in the Honyrad community. While
this small group was mourning, the teacher, Batlon, met
the provincial Miriam, and was deeply moved by her
beauty and charm.

XXI

Withdrawn from his fellows, Batlon went home. When
he tried his key in the door, he found that he was in the
wrong street. He was in a mood of complete distraction
and despondency. He retraced his steps, biting at his
moustache. Now he was mulling over a new idea, unlike
any he had entertained previously. He would go off to
India, prostrate himself there to the god of the sun and
make entreaty to him for grace and lovingkindness.
There is haked light and shrouded light, spirit from
within and spirit from without. From one side flow
streams of boredom and infinite dejection and from
another fragrant tranquillity. Soul seizes upon soul and
flesh grasps at flesh. You climb up into a tall tree and
the earth lies beneath you in broad panorama. The
world has many gifts but you will only be granted what
is yours. — But take heed, you are only one step removed
from dreadful emptiness. — What is there for you and
whom indeed have you in the world here? You will never
know love for you have never laid your hand on a girl
who is dear to you and never poured out your heart to a
sympathetic ear. You get into bed and the walls seem to
contract, the ceiling presses down and the room becomes
a tomb. You wake up in the morning and there is no one
to say a word to you, no one is waiting for you.. You
have a debt to pay but no one knocks at the door to
collect it. —

Who has apportioned the multitude and their lives? Who
takes and who gives? Who rejects and who draws near?
Who pierces the heart and who sows a seed of hope?
Batlon found himself drawn to the spacious city park.
He would pitch a tent for himself on a lofty mountain.
On his way, he chanced upon a bubbling spring. Who
was this strange girl whom he had seen in the courtyard
of death? Never before in all his life had he beheld such
wondrous charm. His soul was awakened. He seemed to
be soaring upward and upward. He wanted to ask every
man his name and pour out his heart to him. He would
seck a new direction in life and plot a fresh course for his
spirit. The broad avenues of science were open before
him. He would achieve sublime creations. He was no
longer Batlon, the teacher, but a man of genius and wide
fame. He would press the hand of this young girl and
weep tears of happiness. Happiness everywhere, a world
suffused with happiness. He had never imagined that
what he had longed for a whole lifetime could be. Look
at the blessing in the world, the joy of fellowship that it
contained. Even night was conscious of the bright
emanations of the day. He was a poet and could
compose verse. Give me a shect of paper and a scribe’s
pen; give me trumpets and cymbals. Towards evening he
went back to his narrow room, stretched out on his
couch, closed his eyes and was bathed in a hidden light. -
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XXII

The order of life is not a sealed book. Eye to eye we can
see the intricacies of fortune and the weaving of chance.
There are not just two ways in life but an infinity of
directions. One man’s soul is consumed by fire, but the
body survives, while another collapses under the burden
of his imaginings and the concepts of his mind. The
elder serves the younger and he who holds the birthright
is regularly disinherited. No one dwells in the highest
Heaven. When the days of creatian were concluded God
submerged Himself in the ocean of chaos from whence
He spake to prophet and priest. He who searches for
truth will find it in dark deception.

Since the death of Nahum Sharoni, his mystical friend,
Yeruham had gone about in black dejection. Nothing
any longer had purpose and who could know his peo-
ple’s paths? The divine prophets had wandered far away
and the nation’s heritage was nothing more than sterile
customs and superstitions.

Nahum had given utterance to views which were not
written down in the books of the chronicles. Anyone who
spoke or thought in that vein was denying the mission of
his people. Perhaps the Jewish people no longer posses-
sed a mission? Perhaps even Krochmal, Smolenskin and
Lilienblum were in error. There can be those who justify
and those who impugn the Law of Israel. There is a
clear line traceable from Hosea and Amos to Hillel and
Akiba and through these to the geonim* and on to the
rabbis. Then Abraham Ibn Ezra, Gersonides and
Maimonides created new theoretical teachings whose

swaddling bands were dark obscurity. Were Nahum
alive now he would have pestered him with questions

and sought clarification from him. He knew of the views
of the Karaites through A.B. Gottlober. There was a
possibility of negating the whole Talmud and still re-
maining within the Jewish people. It was similarly
possible to undermine the Mosaic Law. Did not God
also ordain the animal sacrifices? Yet these were consi-
dered by the prophets to be sacrifices of the dead. That
self-same Torah contained the rules about not mixing
wool and linen, and about the fringes. The Jews were
slaves to statutes and commandments.

One night Yeruham went to the quarter of the city
where the house of prayer was situated in which that
Torah scholar who had denied divine providence used to
study. He had been excommunicated by his brethren. A
light shone through the windows of that synagogue.
Yeruham turned in therc and found the student sitting
on a bench with the volume Gate of Heaven open before
him on a reading desk. The scholar was deeply moved.
Hitherto no maskil or devotee of modern Hebrew litera-
ture had ever greeted him. Yeruham wanted to lead him
into a theoretical conversation. The man refused saying,
“Our fates have nothing in common. You investigate
history and literature, I seek for God in the hidden
secrets of nature.”

That month the Torah scholar died suddenly and left a
manuscript behind him. His wife burnt it on the advice
of the warden of the synagogue. But the manuscript
which Nahum Sharoni had left behind was not commit-
ted to the flames but passed from hand to hand until in

* Heads of learned academies, mostly in medieval Babylonia.
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the course of time it fell into this writer’s possession. I
readily and freely admit that many of my own views
emanate from this source. Through him I have wan-
dered still further. I am not the source of inspiration, I
am no more than an armour bearer. But Yeruham -
Yeruham remained confused, unable to find his way.

XXIHI

They ultimately broke up. The tenuous bond between
Ida, the cantor’s daughter and her fiancé, Nehemiah
Eisenstein, just dissolved by itself. She closed her heart
to him completely and he too ceased visiting her and
made it obvious to everyone that he had serious inten-
tions towards another girl. In matters of union and
dissolution the will may prevail but chance too can play
its part. Whoever affirms that everything in this universe
is determined by God is simply mistaken.

Ida sat desolate in her father’s house recalling those
former days before the group of maskilim had disinte-
grated when Yeruham had her in his thoughts in
everything he said and gave expression to. He had not
betrayed her — she knew this although she was estranged
from him. — If she but called him saying, ‘“Come and
visit me and let us have a talk,” he would again come to
her eagerly. — Yeruham too, knew how things were with
her. On more than one occasion he had thought of
approaching her again and often pictured to himself the
sweet poetry of their meeting. But he never carried out
his_intention. Happiness may be only one step away
from you and yet the distance is great. Yeruham sat
thinking of her sadly while she waited for him. But he
never followed the dictates of his heart by hastening to
her. One imagines something is in one’s own volition but
it is not. There is no freedom of choice.

Ida scorned the sinccrit-y of men and at times mocked at
their failings. She was mature, eager for embrace but
there was no one to take her in hand. The spirit is
lauded for its attributes, all the cells of the soul are the
focus of attention, but there is no one to sing the praises
of the body and no one to heed its cry.

At that time her father engaged an assistant chorister, a
well-set young man of twenty-three, broad-chested and
of powerful voice. He saw Ida every day and she often
glanced at him. One Sabbath afternoon, after lunch,
when her parents had gone to rest in their room, the
chorister was sitting on one side of the table and Ida sat
opposite. He looked around warily and saw there was no
one in the room. What did he do? He bent his head
towards the girl, placed his mouth on hers and kissed her
fiercely. Although she felt some trepidation, Ida did not
evade him ot protest. The fellow stood up boldly, took
her to him with both arms around her neck and rained
incessant kisses upon her. She closed her eyes and
emotion overcame her. A man was standing close to her
and she was at his disposal. -
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XXIV

A girl grows up before our eyes and reaches maturity.
Her flesh grows delicate, the flower becomes a fruit, the
vague imaginings of adolescence become dreams of day
and night. The poetry of longing is the poem of the
future. But the body has a soul and a spirit, and the
spirit has a body. They grow up together on the same
stalk and struggle together. Only when one hand presses
another can it know the pulse that beats in it. Love is the
height of passion but is only the daughter of passion.
The joining of body with body is no more than a sign
and a symbol. An eternity can be a fleeting moment and
there can be something which never comes again. We
enquire desperately but the answer remains behind the
locked door.

After a time of passionate intoxication, Ida’s lover
withdrew himself, and was gone. — She knew exactly how
things were with her. Her diadem was gone and a quiet
sadness overcame her and entered her heart. She walked
aimlessly, she was low-spirited. When she bared her
arms and looked at them they seemed to be alive.

Once when she was sitting alone a terrible thought
struck her. People will discern what has happened and
you and your father’s house will be disgraced. The
daughter of the prayer leader of a great congregation has
strayed from the path of virtue. She was filled with a
terrible fear and apprehension. In whom could she
confide? Who would protect her? She tossed upon her
bed at night and saw her malignant fate. There is no
refuge from sin and no recalling what has been done.
When she woke in the morning she dressed hurriedly,
walked to the upper city and wandered through the
nethermost streets which were strange to her. People
were going their several ways, children were sitting and
playing on the ground, a waggon loaded with merchan-
dise passed by. A water carrier went by with his
dripping cask and a lad selling pretzels loudly pro-
claimed his wares. The sun was dull as the sky was
overcast. If she did not return to her father’s house they
would come looking anxiously for her. She was a lost
lamb with no shepherd and no pasture. A few hours
passed and she came to the city’s river. She stood on the
bank and gazed fixedly at the waves. She could not
summon up the courage to leap into the water.

XXV

It was a cloudless morning. Yeruham awoke from sleep
and lay on his bed in the narrow room into which only a
faint light penetrated through the window. He had
neither the strength nor the will to get up. His hopes had
been dissipated one by one. Every day man was crucified
and they brought him vinegar and not wine to drink.
The picture of two girls rose up before his mind’s eye
and he thought about them. He could understand what
went on in the mind of the visitor at the mill but he
could not comprehend Ida to whom he had spoken so
much and who was even now intertwined with his heart.
What you have experienced cannot be rooted out and
what has newly happened is evident to all. If you have
strayed from the way, you cannot cross over to the other
side.
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His mother cntered the room and placed her hand on
the brow of her eldest son. She had borne him in her
womb, had delivered him in travail. She had reared him
and he was her portion. There were many things she
wanted to ask him, but he refused to talk to her saying,
“Leave me alone now!” He woke for the midday meal,
ate without appetite. Chaotic, half-formed thoughts filled
his mind and conflicting ideas troubled him. The days
journey on, men’s lives go their monotonous round, no
one can foretell even the immediate future or what is
hidden in the enigma of the next hour. Who knows what
is on the other side of the door?

Towards evening the cantor’s daughter had reached the
end of her endurance. She dressed, veiled her face and
made her way down to the poorer quarter of the city
where the widow and her son lived. She rapped on the
window and Yeruham came out, astonished, to meet
her. She begged him to accompany her to the park. A
whole hour they walked together without exchanging a
single word. When they sat down for a while on a bench
to rest, speech suddenly burst forth from Ida.

“I am guilty.”

Teardrops suffused her eyes. Yeruham was stirred to the
depths of his being.

Speaking with great difficulty and in incoherent phrases
she revealed her plight. He listened with great perturba-
tion and could scarcely believe that it had all happened.
Neither could he belicve that he was sitting there with
her so close 1o him. He roused himself, took her hand
and said, “Calm yourself. I am with you.”

Ida broke into unrestrained sobbing.

XXVI

Yeruham lay on his bed that night and revived all that
had happened to him in his life. He did not know where
his road began or ended. We are all wayfarers with a
burden on our shoulders and where we lie down we do
not always awake. You think you are climbing, but you
are standing on level ground. You fcel manacles on your
feet and they are only branches of wood. You seek, and
find a stone on your heart. Whoever thinks there is an
imperative in life or freewill is lying about both.

On the third day the widow’s son became betrothed to
the cantor’s daughter. His mother was torn between joy
and anxiety. She knew that it was all God’s doing, but
she had not really expected that things would happen so
quickly and that she would with her own eyes behold her
son’s bride, and her new-found daughter. Before a
month had passed they had celebrated the wedding,
with no elaborate preparations and with rather few
guests, not as one would have expected for the daughter
of the cantor of the congregation. Those who stood near

the poles of the bridal canopy saw neither clouds of
morning nor of evening. Both bride and groom felt
perplexed and bewildered. Six months later the young

woman bore a son, but the delivery was difficult and she
died.
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Now there was a man of good birth, who was of
unblemished reputation and a modcl of integrity. He
had a sweet, adorable wife who was loved by all. The
couple lived happily and harmoniously giving bread to
the poor and whoever came to their door could not but
bless them. It chanced one day that the wife climbed on
a chair to knock a nail into the wall in order to hang a
picture. Her foot slipped and she fell, knocking her head
on an object on the floor, and injuring herself. The
wound festered. A doctor came to attend to the wound
and treated it badly. She developed a high fever which
consumed her body and within three days she was dead.
The man took a tiny bone, like a barley seed from her
body, placed it in his knapsack and travelled with it
from town to town and district to district crying out;
*“There is no justice and no judge. If a God does dwell in
heaven, then His work is iniquity and He is not just. See
how He slays for no transgression and separates those
who cleave together. He casts them down and humiliates
the decent and blinds the eye of the sun. Why should
you praise Him, why laud Him and ascribe sovereignty
to Him? He has no clear purpose and no method. His
right hand gives and His left takes away again. He cuts
down the beloved of your soul in your very arms. He

shatters the life of the son or daughter to whom you have
given birth. You plant a garden and He uproots it. You

till your land and He withholds the rain. On high there
is nothing but falsehood, violence instead of justice. And
yet we are expected to worship the God of Truth!”’ —
Thus he railed against Heaven and whenever he recalled
what divine providence had stolen from him, he would
beat his head against the wall, weep and wail and refuse
utterly to be comforted. Our Yeruham too, mourned a
long time and could not solve this mystery.

[11]

XXVII

It once happened in a far off land that recluses of one of
the Israelite tribes swore vows to the House of God, on -
the Temple Mount. They travelled for a long time

through desert lands hoping to reach the City of Pricsts

and offer sacrifices on the altar of the Almighty. They

reached Mount Scopus and saw a pillar of smoke in the

distance and thought it was smoke rising from the wood

on the altar. Then came a messenger who said, “The

sanctuary has been burnt, all the sons of the Levites

have been slain, the city of the scribes is destroyed and

its foundations utterly razed.” They rent their garments

and began to roll in the dust.

Something of this kind happened to me. I am engaged in

the birthpangs of creating a memorial for the people of
my generation, to give a pen-picture of life in the towns

in which I was reared. Many thoughts were mine,

emotions of my youth surged up in me, my mind was

thronged with different faces and ecvents, transient

personalities, shadows of the warp of life and the woof of
former things. Son am I of the men of the exile and from

this timc-old goblct I have drunk my fill. And behold,

the destroyer came to all these towns, swooping down

upon that life and those books. A period of total
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destruction fell upon all those places where my hopes
and my muse have revealed their tender buds. My native
town was laid waste, the enemy’s hand ruined all that
was dear to me. The God of righteousness relentlessly
swallowed up all the habitations of my people, He had
even desolated the souls of His instructors® - My harp
sounds an obsequy, my spirit moans, mourning con-
sumes soul and flesh. Lamentation is all I know now.
How shall T tell the tale of a young girl, of everyday
incidents, snatches of the song of everyday life. Only a
few brief pages are left to me and I shall set them before
the reader in turn and they will be all that remains.

In the lower city, at the time I really left it, never to see
it again, lived a certain man called Reb Shlomo, the
Elder. He was a descendant by direct lineage of one of
the martyrs of Nemirov, who had died to sanctify God’s
name in the year 1648. This venerable Jew used to fast
each year on the 20th of the month of Sivan from sunset
to sunset. He would read the sad records of those evil
days, which have still not passed, and would dissolve
into tears because the Mighty One of Jacob has no pity
on the remnant of His people, and constantly abandons
them to the hand of the enemy eager to annihilate them.
Where is the Guardian of Israel? He asked this question
over and over again. The promises of the prophets and
seers have not been fulfilled, God gives the lie to His
Book. This saintly man, too, fell into a reverie and thus
saw the smoke from the altar pyre rising up and soaring
high, and looking here and there saw that there was no
altar and no burnt offering. He sought to leap into the
midst of a cloud and found a yawning abyss at his feet.

I, too, as I busy myself with my work, find my spirit
storm-tossed. God has turned His sword against the
children of my tribe and none can deliver them from His
hand. The throne is toppling. “The Divine Presence is
confused and ashamed.” - There are stones on my
shoulder, my heart is bursting as I copy down events of
long ago.

XXVIII

I shall relate the story of a whale which I read in an old
book. :

In the ocean lived a great whale who had only one eye in
his forehead. He used to swim six months from the East
to the remote boundaries of the West and would return
in six months from the West to the East. The whale had
no female spouse and no near kin. Whatever he met on
his way he devoured. A scarlet fluid streamed from his
nostrils and caused the waters to seethe. Billows as high
as mountains were raised up when he threshed about
with his tail. Once, between summer and winter, he fell
asleep and reached dry land where his head became
wedged between two rocks. He awoke after his months of
hibernation and behold, the whole of existence was
nothing but darkness. Little pebbles kept falling into his
mouth and cutting his tongue. A fish came out of his
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back and another from his belly and they began to leap
about and spread out over him and surround him on all
sides. He shook his tail and it became a thousand times
its original length. It surrounded all the limits of the sea
and coiled out without measure or end. The whale tried
to release his head and found that his teeth too had
grown large and had cxtended to become entangled with
all the terrifying mountains and trees of the forest. The
elements above and below mingled together, root with
branch. Every fin bludgeoned at nature, every scale
covered a star. Creation moaned with fearful desire and
there was no light to this day.

I will tell you yet another story about a flower and a seed
that I read in another old book.

There was a flower growing in a field, shining amid the
grass. Its appearance was ruddy from the light of the sun
and it begged compassion from the god of the sun.
Grasshoppers leaped around it; mosquitoes and ants
marshalled in regular formations and battled around it.
The world was holding converse with the Creator and
sporting with the Creator. Night came and brought its
offering from beyond the sacred veil. Morning succeeded
and trumpets sounded for the morning prayers. Now
beside the flower lay a seed, moist within and dusty on
the outside, which at times was jealous of the flower. It
happened one day that the burning hot sun, its rays
flaring across the firmament, scorched and dried up the
flower even as the seed ripened, burst and cast its shell.
It took root and there grew a lofty tree with green

foliage. The tree was false from within. — It was hollow
from the bark inward. A long human hand could grope

inside it digging out its skeleton with its finger-nail. The
tree sang with a raucous voice. On flat ground there rose
a hill. The ants have their hill, the mosquitoes their
wings. There is no strife, only fellowship. There are no
different languages, but one common speech. - And
this too is the kingdom of darkness. There is no God, but
Satan, half male and half female. He consumes and
vomits forth flowers. To him everything is a game. He is
as cruel as an ostrich in the wilderness.

All these things I read in an old book by candlelight. I
dozed off into slumber and awoke.

XXIX

Miriam’s spirit soared aloft on wings of imagination but
it was also hemmed in against the wall. Long are the
nights and days but they all have a beginning and an
end. There are many thoughts and opinions; there are
motivating forces, Nature has its ways, and morality its
paths. You are not alone. You may not have absorbed in
learning even one drop of the vast ocean of what is to be
comprehended and known. You have not grasped the
ways of society and no door has opened for you into the
chambers of the soul. Jews and Christians live in a
common environment. The former have a God in writing
and the latter a God in image. These pray by uttering
words and those worship by making the sign of the cross.
The Russian people are a people with a dogmatic faith,
the Jewish people live by their customs. To which should
one give allegiance? To which should she dedicate her
life; to which did she belong? One question immediately
provokes another, a thought draws yet another in its
train. Nothing is clear, she feels no inner certainty. She
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seems to have no place in the universal scheme and
nothing to hold on to. Where should she go? Where can
she find enlightenment? The longings of Miriam’s soul to
know and comprehend completely immersed her. A
small shadow seemed permanently to haunt her brow
and it enhanced her charm. The purity of her beauty
was incomparable.

She stood at the courtyard gate of her abode and gazed
at the large empty square. An army officer rode by on
his thoroughbred horse with two soldiers riding behind
him like shadows stretching behind a tree.

The onc that gives the orders has a powerful personality,
and those who obey him are insignificant in comparison.
The eagle soars into the empyrean and the creatures that
crawl upon the ground are there only to be trodden
down by its feet. Miriam’s mind was agog with ideas
and emotions. There are day dreams, too. You lift the
veil and things are engraved there which you do not
know how to read. The will is summoned up and recedes
but it is in fact just a tool of one’s desires. Never before
have you been so attentive or sensitive of hearing as now.
There is no one to talk to. You turn to go backwards and
the world is a blank wall. Hens peck in the yard, a white
goose stands at the side. Miriam is weary and downcast
in spirit.

She goes back into the house. In the corridor she meets
Gedaliah who is surprised by her appearance. He had
been sitting with her twice a day at mealtime but she is a
new riddle to him every time he sees her. Her hands
have an eerie transparency, which at table is like a flame
in daylight.

XXX

It was a bright morning. The sun had wiped out all
traces of mourning in the world and suffused every place
with its full splendour. The heavenly bodies take care of
what belongs to them day by day and sustain their
orbits. There are those who continually call upon the
treasures of the Almighty, who is continually bestowing
and giving while we are just bodily finite creatures, even
though we may be made in God’s image. I shall not talk
in riddles.

Miriam found it constricting to stay in her room. She
tied a fine white kerchief about her head and went out.
There was nothing special she needed or thought about.
The road stretched out to the right and left. The houses
stood in a row and she could see no purpose in anything.
She had an urgent desire to talk and converse with some
knowledgeable person about the why and wherefore of
life and the hidden things of the soul.

Have not all men a destiny and is there not an answer to
every question? Who was there to reveal the meaning of
life> Where could she find the key to philosophies and
definitions? She felt the insignificance of her way; never-
theless the secret place of her soul was continually
exalted. A tabby cat jumped in front of her as she
walked and she felt a great pity for all living things. She
would learn natural history and would examine the
Almighty’s crcatures. There is one principle but differing
structures, therc are pressure and relaxation, desire and
will. She reminded herself of her father, of her mother
also, but they were not there. What would she say to
them if she met them? And what could she say to her
relative when she was again seized by the desire to go
wandering far away? She had wants but no way of
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fulfilling them. She had no cohesive energy to marshal
her faculties. An entrance opencd before her, and when
she went in, there was yet another entrance.

She still retained a faint recollection of the maskil,
Yeruham. If she met him now she would ask him to go
for a walk with her and she would talk with him. The
Jewish people was disintegrating and the Russians were
in the vanguard. She went down into the valley, stepped
on to the bridge and looked at the waterfalls. Wave met
wave in forceful flood. Nature has a mouth and a
pent-up strength. Who is the servant of whom? Who
gives the orders, who decides and who dominates? A
servant girl was standing barefoot in the water washing
white clothes and repeatedly beating the shirts on the
rock. She does not think at all, yet she has a soul, a spirit
and expressive eyes. There is an affinity between man
and nature. She must have concepts and thoughts. She
also does not know where she is going even though the
world had something to give; there are rewards and
recompenses. Miriam wanted to weep but had not the

strength to do so.

XXXI

It was a summer evening. Yehiel Eichenstein sat on the
steps in front of his house immersed in his thoughts. A
man sundered from the world of business with nothing to
do, living away from the rest of the community and
almost forgotten by them... If a man is not taken up with
material things then his spirit awakens. When the
tumult of day is still, the evening speaks. The voice of
the majestic stream is heard from afar. The frogs croak
and open up the heart of man with their sadness.
Eichenstein remembers his wife, gone to her eternal rest.
He recalls how the hand of God raises up and casts
down. He thinks of many things he has experienced in
his lifetime and probes and looks into his past. What is
left seems stable at first sight but the present always
becomes empty and what tomorrow will bring will also
perish. Here you stand among the many and are inter-
twined with them, you lcave them and they abandon
you. Evil is powerful; it consumes but is not consumed,
while good is feeble. There is no measure for measure,
there is no weighing up and evaluation. But despite all
there is providence and reward and punishment. You
begin by sinning and then you repent. You dwell in the
shadow of the Most High, and scek Him, find Him and
again turn aside from the way. A poor man is of no more
account than a dead man, and a rich man has cause for
concern; the righteous man founders and the wicked
flourishes. Had Ychicl been a cantor he would have
raised his voice in prayer, cleansing himself beforc the
Omnipresent, and would have cried out and wept before
the God of hidden mystery.

He went into the dining room which also served as
Miriam’s bedroom, in order to place a lamp on the
table. He saw her sitting there desolate, a circlet of spun
silk binding her hair, her face like the moon. He stepped
a trembling pace back from her lovcliness with tottering
knees. He was like a priest who enters the sanctuary and
suddenly the Cherub above the veil has the likeness of a
young girl... Yehiel had never been a merchant, never
served Mammon, never laboured in his life and never
sought to come near his God. A new soul sprang from.
his plain soul. There was a special soul within it and
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that soul had spirit, which opened the heart, quickened
all the senses and confused them at the same time.

He retreated without saying a word, becausc he was
shaken to the core...

XXXII

Honyrad had three days of rain the like of which it had

never experienced since it was first founded. The sky was
dark with black clouds. The horizon had contracted and

was suffused with the smell of brimstone. Lightning
flashes rent the black bowl and shed an ecrie light while
thunderclap afier thunderclap was heard from all sides
making a dcafening assault on the ears. The skies
opened up and shects of rain began to fall, streaming
down from on high and piercing like needles. These were
not bencficial rains but a downpouring of wrath and

" cosmic hatred.

The world could not be tranquil but was warring with
isclf and venting its wrath on all who dwelt in it from
man to beast.

Isaac Batlon, the teacher, lay on an old rug and covered
himself with his winter overcoat because he felt cold. His
mind was emptied of all ideas and thoughts except for
one obsession. Who knew whether he would again see in
his lifetime that wonderful young girl he had looked
upon at the cemetery? Would not she too be destroyed
by the flood of water? The dry land is only like an island
in the sea and above it are reservoirs which have opened
up.

God has no sense of touch. He is like a long pipc which
gulps up nothingness and brings it forth in crude masses.
Batlon had once read a theory like that in a book which
came from mighty Germany. He was afraid of such
theories. —There is a big difference if you are clothed or
standing stark naked. He roused himself and got up from
the rug, ran his hand through his hair and said to
himself, “All things have an end and a finality, the sun

will shine again.” He felt stronger when he was standing
on his feet. He had the feeling that he was carrying the

whole world on his shoulders without feeling the weight
at all. He would find what he was seeking! Something
new had become clear to him. -

Isaac Batlon found an escape in science. In the four
corners of the world dwell people and tribes, some of
whom are uneducated and some of whom are enlight-
ened. Education and knowledge are the inheritance only
of the enlightened. On the other hand there were once
enlightened nations that now no longer exist. He was
afraid that there was a limit to development. Sometimes
the intellect progressively increased and at times it seems
to become quite inbred, like a wheel revolving on its
axis. Are the laws of the mind like the laws of nature or
have they a quite different character? It seemed likely to
him that there were filaments extending from the brain
case to the ventricles of the intelligence. A human being
lives and feels and other living things have feelings and
instincts. The ox knoweth its stall. The dog recognises its
master. The cat may be a wild animal but it also feels
affection for the house in which it lives.

Now you read a book which a man has written and he
becomes your instructor, teaching you understanding.
You close it*and open it again and you draw idea after
idea from it. Some things you forget and some you
retain. You press the hand of your neighbour but you
are unimportant to him. Batlon did not believe in
mankind but he did believe in the tenderness of women.
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That was another phenomenon. Happy is the one who
has found requited love and woe unto him who remains
alone in life. He would go upward. As God lives, it was
in his own hand to achieve higher education. All he
needed was a helpmate and spiritual support. Two who
are one are more than just double. He would not rest or
relax until he had attained his goal. Honyrad and all its
masses were in one pan of the scales but he would
outweigh them all. -

Batlon sat in his narrow room looking out at the empty
street and his heart was like a stone. He rose from his
chair, closed the book which was lying open on the table,
straightened the tablecloth and began to count the days
of the month. A dreadful loneliness seized him. He
wanted to put on his hat and go out, but had not the
energy to move his body. He did not know where he was
in time. His mind was rent in two. He had a feeling as
though he were holding something in his hand, like a
panting dove from the roof for whom they had set a trap.
If he had some matches in his pocket he knew that if he
struck one there would be light and perhaps a shred of
hope in his heart. But he also knew this, that from fire,
blood emanates and this adds wound to wound.
Suddenly his spirits revived. He began to walk round the
table and beat it with his hand. The glass of water which
stood there danced. So did the bottle.

XXXIII

Batlon achieved his heart’s desire. He began to teach
Russian to Eichenstein’s grandson Gedaliah, and so

crossed the threshold of the house where the hidden light
was shining. The world is half-clad and half-naked. With
a vessel you draw up living water from a well; but turn
your face around and you have a desolate wilderness.
You have held your heart’s desire in your arms, breast
presses close to breast and heart cleaves to heart — when
suddenly you are bereaved, maimed, and to your right
and left, above and below, is empty air. God has
removed His Divine Presence from nature and suddenly
light shines again. Light irradiates out of the crevices of
the universe, engulfs you, brings your soul exhilaration
and moves your spirit deeply. You are walking by the
way, all is silent, the sky is tranquil, the earth is still,
when an abyss opens at your feet and you fall to
perdition. There is no one who remembers you, no one
asks after you by name, no one knows that you have
been blotted out from the muster of the living and that
from the infinite number, one digit is missing. Then lo! a
voice calls to you and just to you. You are on an infinite
plain. You are saved from the abyss.

Batlon met Miriam on many occasions when he came
and went from the house to give his lesson. He spoke to
her, chatted with her; she asked questions and he
answered. Sometimes he would ask and she would not
answer, but would look with startled, wondering eyes on
this discerning man who knew the underlying explana-
tion of things and could clarify ideas. Notions which one
derives from a book are not as decisive as those transmit-
ted verbally. This teacher expounded everything accord-
ing to its own terms. He would begin an explanation
indirectly, then adduce a particular consideration, or
some historical event, and proceed immediately to
adumbrate a system or establish principles. The vessel of
his reasoning never capsized. After he had gone, Miriam
would continue to think about him.
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The heart is uplified and is bewildered. There is no
searching out human beings nor any limit to what does
or does not happen. The world becomes illumined and
near but the blessing does not come from yourself but
from another. Isaac Batlon loved Miriam. It was quite
clear to him and he firmly believed it to be so. His soul
responded to her superlative grace and yet he experi-
enced tension. She was right for him, was created for
him. He adored the flutter of her eyes, the shape of her
face, her every movement. Every crease in her clothes
was poetry to him. When she set down her foot, the very
ground came alive. But he was not and could not be
hers. She shared his thoughts, he was a man of learning
in Honyrad, but there was a distance between them. If
he were to go and prostrate himself before her she would
not want him. If he wandered far away and she saw him
no more, it would be complete desolation.

You may not understand the soul of a young girl, but
Batlon did, knew it so well that his soul was completely
maudlin and depressed.

XXXIV

A disquiet such as she had never previously experienced
took hold of Miriam. She could discern a path through
the enigma of life but at the same time it remained
blocked. It had all been woven into a pattern but had
disintegrated again. She was drawn intellectually by the
conversation of the teacher and his words of scholarship,
but she continually retreated from him. She was afraid of
him, yet went to meet him or waited for him. There are
stars in the universe and windows in the world. Man has
a mouth and his fellow has an ear to listen to him. One
heart takes hold of another, then it slips away or
becomes closed. In all things there is conjunction and
separation. There are tribes and peoples, camps and
fellowships, families and homes; and behold there is also
loneliness. The day goes on and is swallowed up by the
night which, too, slips away before morning. There is no
stability in the universe, only change.
Miriam struggled vainly to make herself sympathetic to
the teacher, to be a companion to him. What and who
did she have in the world? The memory of her parents
had almost faded from her mind and she would not stay
with' her relative in Honyrad for ever. How would she
earn her living? What purpose could she establish for
herself in life? She had already conceived some notions
about property, labour, economics and liberty. Tyrants
rule to the detriment of other men. The rich man
oppresses the poor and even the day-labourer is deprived
of his wage. She had already heard tell of Lassalle and
Proudhon. She had also read in a book about St. Simon
and Rousseau. Their complete denial of the value of
culture secmed terrible to her. — On the other hand she
did understand the worth of naturc. Was not the life of
the rustic superior to that of the city dweller? On the one
side was innocence and simplicity and on the other
man’s artifice.
No! She would not strip herself of the diadem of logic
and knowledge and cast it bchind her. She would not
deny recognition and contemplation. She made up her
mind to argue with Batlon and force him to revcal the
ultimate mystery to her and lay bare the universal
secrets. What she could not grasp — he had the power to
show her. Were not his statements clear? Nevertheless
when she had parted from him and thought them over,
they werc no longer so clear.
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On onc occasion when he was talking to hér, he took
hold of her hand and she trembied and did not know
what was the matter with her. He was explaining the
ways of the universe and wanted at the same time a
personal relationship. She had rcad about that sort of
thing in books, and now here was a man standing before
her whose appearance was distasteful but who posscssed
a tongue.

That same cvening she went walking far from the mill
housc and scarched her mind for an explanation of all
these things. She sat on the stump of a tree to rest awhile
and stared down at the caps of her shocs.

XXXV

Miriam lifted her head and there was Batlon standing in
front of her. The girl shivered and stood up. He stretch-
ed out his hand to her, his eyes fixed upon her. Life and
death were now in her hands and he was driven out of
the world, a passerby now seeking grace and compassion
from her. From east and west, north and south, the ways
were tortuous with treacherous rocks. Woe to the man
whose soul is consumed with famine and anguish while
before him is a delicate rose, a soul breathing in the
body of a goddess. By the living God! There is no other
girl like this in the whole wide world, and here she is
near him and in his power.

She has no desire for his company and he pours out his
heart to her. He had prayed for someone like her all his
life; she was the dream of his soul. He would completely
rearrange his life. He had his bearings in the field of
knowledge. He would complete his studies in ancient
languages; in sociology and psychology. If she would go
with him, he would go abroad where there was a freer,
broader and more intellectual atmosphere. It would be a
terrible crime if she rejected him and refused to be his
partner in life. He spoke in an excited ceaseless torrent,
Joining his azm to that of the terrified girl who begged
him to let go of her. Any moment he would embrace her
and join his mouth to hers. However, something stopped
him from doing that. He felt completely at a loss. He
had been born a generation too soon or too late. He took
hold of both her hands and tried to penetrate her soul.
He pleaded and entreated her with a flood of words and
passionate supplication and she remained silent without
uttering a single word. Around them was stillness. If he
had had a knife in his hand he would have plunged it
into his heart. If he attacked her and strangled her, who
could call him to account? The world extends in all
directions, yet he was alone, and she was alone facing an
abyss over which there was no bridge.

No! He would not let go of her. Either they both went
back to the city together or they would not return at all.
Miriam begged him to accompany her to her relative’s
house so she would not be late. In his heart he entreated
her but she did not hear. '
“Miriam!” he passionately implored, “I beg of you. Do
not leave me alone. I came here only to sec you and let
you know what was seething in my heart. Let us join our
lives together or just blow them up. Without you there is
nowhere in the world to turn. And you too will be
destroyed, destroyed, destroyed...”
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XXXVI

Miriam did not answer him one word. She was trem-
bling all over. Every word he uttered hit her like a blow.
She was helpless to aid either herself or him. What did
he want of her? He had waylaid her far from her homc in
a place where she had come to find a refuge and she only
wanted one thing of him: “Leave me alone. It is too
much for me!” She walked along slowly and he paced
beside her. He had been overhasty in approaching her,
revealing what was in his heart. He should have waited a
few months, a few weeks until he had won a niche in her
heart and she had rcally begun to understand him.
Would she only forgive him? Could she not forget
everything he had said and let things be just as though
they had never occurred. He would talk to her again
about science and the ways of society after his lesson
with his pupil and he would again be content to look at
her beauty and cherish her in his heart. He would go on
doing this for years and years until he was old and grey.
— As for the girl, she would be an eternal symbol. Who
drove him to this pass? Who took him by the hair of his
head and flung him into the raging sea? Who was it first
destroyed all the restraints of his world? His heart was
broken, his mind was deranged, cvery member of his
body was trembling and driven mad. He would not let
her go back. When they got to the bridge he would
throw her into the water and jump in after her. The
pangs of decath might be icy; there was a dreadful
desolation in loneliness. There was no freedom anymore,
only uncontrollable impulse, impulse and perdition. “Go
away from me,” Miriam implored him almost demented
with terror. - “Leave me to go back alone.”
The overwrought teacher blocked her way with his arm.
He was remorseful about everything he had said and
done. He would have been happier if only he had stayed
in his room and had not encountered his heart’s desire at
this time and opened up his soul to her. But what he had
done he had done, and now he would have no forgive-
ness. He had lost absolutely everything that he had ever
had. He had made one slip and no one could help him
retrieve it. He would be happy if the depths covered him,
and everything ended in dark destruction. For a moment
he stood motionless completely at a loss. He tried to
bring out just one more word but he had lost his tongue.
Batlon had not lost his reason but his soul was gripped
with iron pincers. He continued to walk back with
Miriam to her abode. They were both silent. Not a word
was spoken. They came to the bridge which led to the
mill. Night had fallen on the world. Suddenly Miriam
slipped and fell into the water. And he — some say he
had pushed her — did not hasten after her to rescue her.
Indeed he fled away as though in peril of his life. He had
never shown cowardice all his life. What had happened
to him? '
As evening had come, he had gone insane over a lovely
girl and the radiance of a body had destroyed him. He
was overcome by a black, utter depression the like of
which had never been known. His teeth chattered and
his voice changed. His landlady, with whom he had
lodged for a year and a half, hardly recognized him. She
cried out as she met him, “Oh God and his son!”
Miriam screamed. The mill workers rushed to pull her
out of the water. She fainted with terror as her wet
garments pulled her down. They carried her to the
house. When Yehiel heard from a distance what had
happened, he had a heart attack and succumbed without
regaining consciousness. His house was plunged into
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bitter mourning.

The next day he was buried amid a great throng of
mourners. The grave was closed over a man, respected
in the community who had not left his like behind. The
house where this throbbing soul had dwelt was left
empty. Its occupants were once again bereaved and
desolate.

XXXVII

Three days and nights Batlon ran along footpaths and
roads. He crossed through wheat fields, slept in thick
forests and neither ate nor drank. His hair was matted
with dust, his eyes were red from stress, misery and grief.
His soul had disintegrated, shattered by mental and
emotional stress while his outside world had fallen apart.
Where are the ravening wolves? Where are the young
lions to eat him alive? But he had neither flesh nor
bones.
What had happened? What had he done? He fled and
everything seemed to pursue him. He turned right and
bruised himself; left and was thrust aside. He was one of
the sons of Cain. He read again the beginning of the
Bible and the Books of Kings in Russian. The covers of
the books opened and a voice cried, “Thou hast mur-
dered but not taken possession. Cursed is the ground
because of you, cursed are the waters of the stream,
cursed are the living and the dead.”
Clouds darkened the sky. Batlon crawled into a cave
hewn out in a stone quarry which had long been left
without a watchman. He stretched out on dry grass and
blood flowed from his nose. The bleeding would not
stop. He did not try to wipe it with a handkerchief. He
did not staunch it. He said, “Let me die and lie rotting
here like a neglected corpse.”
He turned himself over and buried his face in the grass.
The world went black from one end to the other. He fell
into a decp torpor and slept for hours in the pool of
blood. Stones dropped down, lightning flashed from time
to time and illumined the darkness for a moment until it,
too, was lost in eternal blackness.
In the morning he rose early, his hair in wild disorder.
The world was hiding its face. He was more bewildered
than during the past two days. He stumbled around in a
narrow circle, his eyes staring at the ground. Silence
bore in upon him from every side, something was tearing
at his spirit, choking up his throat while his whole body
trembled. Suddenly he started to weep and he burst into
violent sobbing, his heart twisted with the crying
anguish of his broken soul. No one answers or listens,
not even an abyss opens up to swallow that worm, the
son of man. The world is empty of its God. There is no
purpose nor goal any more, just frustration and
hopelessness. His tears flow unrestrainedly and the
weeping has a rasping sound. Were he to get to the bank
of a river he would throw himself into the water. If he
had a rope he would hang himself from a tree. If he
found some poison on the way he would swallow it at
once. The fetters of his soul were loosened and misery
and distress had returned to their source. The emptiness
was not to be filled.
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As Batlon was passing through a certain village, he was
stopped by a policeman and placed under arrest because
he had no identity papers. He refused to give his name
and was taken in fetters together with two peasants who
had committed some offence, to the prison at Balta.
There he was thrown into a cell. He made no protest
and accepted his guilt. The desire to live had disinte-
grated. He did not wish to persist any longer. Let Satan
come and blind everyone’s eyes and destroy every stretch
of ground. Let the earth no longer bring forth grass or
herb. Let the ox no longer know its master. Let the sun
be confounded and shine no more.

In the depth of the night when all those sentenced and
cast away in the prison could be seen every man lying on
the ground a prey to lice and fleas who with avid
enjoyment sucked the blood from their emaciated flesh,
the teacher, too, rubbed his head and his body. Despite
the darkness his eyes saw what a man does not see when
he is awake. There is a small place in the soul which
only opens to a person on the verge of death. When it is
opened then we descend into the depths, we sink into the
deep and behold there is the great whale of the universe
crawlihg o its belly, twisting eternally and horrendous-
ly. At that time man’s consciousness is overthrown. The
extortioner is finished. We are the children of a banished
idol.

XXXVIII

Miriam tossed on her bed for a whole month. She was
very ill. They put her bed in a room to which the sun
penetrated every morning and it made her feel better.
They brought her hot soup or warm milk. From time to
time, Dr. Koch came to visit her, felt her pulse and
spoke gently to her. When he went away, the room was
empty. She was wandering in a wilderness bereft of
speech or thought. Who was it that pushed her into the
water, who had rescued her, who was it who was healing
her? Her uncle used to care for her and was her patron
and protector and now he had gone far away. If she
called him now, he would not come from the next room
to be near her. It is difficult to understand the question
of death. One soul grows near and closely intertwined
with another; who can know the beginning and end of it?
Wha is it that says to one man, ‘Arise’ and to another
man, ‘Lie down’® The grace of the young girl, covered
with a white sheet and with eyes eloquent with inno-
cence and compassion struck a chord in Koch’s heart
when he came to visit her in the afternoons. When he
took hold of her hand, he also touched her spirit. The
mystery of youth and old age is also a matter of poetry.
We open doors in a wall and we close doors; there is a
window in the room and over the window a curtain is
drawn, the wind murmurs and is silent. God has left His
dwelling place and spreads Himself throughout creation,
seen neither by him who is near, nor by him who is far

away. .
At the end of the room a tall man clothed in a white robe

appears. His eyes are closed, his shadow surrounds him
and he himself resembles a shadow. Miriam was afraid
to raise her head and was terrified of this apparition
which manifested itself by day. She had spoken with this
man,; that she knew. She still had another question. Her
speech disappeared into the lofty air. There were bright
flecks of blue, the man moved and lowered his arm, his
robe dragging along the ground. He was one of the sons
of death; he was not dead, but neither was he alive. Deep
sleep fell on the girl and she woke up emerging from the
throes of anguish and wonder.
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XXXIX

It is sunset on the day of rest.
For Dr. Koch this is an hour of surcease from the toil of
the week. He does whatever he can to be of service and is
a barrier to extinction. All who live are the debtors of
death and you, the doctor, confront the creditor. There
is a remedy for sickness, alleviation for pain. You remove
poison from the body and strengthen the heart. You
return a mortally ill child to its mother. You give
sustenance to the hungry. Whoever quarrels with his
neighbour or oppresses him is not a man, but a worth-
less fellow. Nevertheless, you must take care even of him
who piles wealth upon wealth and hastens to become
rich.
The poor are like weakened lambs and you are the
shepherd in the midst of the flock. You dwell between
two tribes, the Jews and Christians; there is eternal
rivalry between those who worship God and those who
worship His son. The first is the living God and wanders
with His people; the second was crucified and died and
lived again and went up to Heaven and his spirit
remained on earth.
Old memories rise up in Koch’s mind: One morning, he
was riding his horse among the craggy Caucasian hills.
He was then about thirty. He looked up and there was a
vulture flying in the sky, its golden wings outspread and
its long tail soaring upwards. He too was exalted and
said, “If only I had wings, I would fly.” The horse
stumbled on a stone and hurt its leg. He got down to
bind it up when a wild boar came charging at him,
foaming at the mouth. He shot at it with his rifle and
killed it, piercing a hole in its belly through which the
dung came out. The vulture came down from the sky,
began to tear at the corpse and pierce out its eyes. The
horse was suddenly immobile, stood there like a stone
and he could not get it to budge from its place. The skies
darkened with clouds and a heavy sleep fell upon him.
He slept three days and three nights, and when he
awoke, the whole vision had disappeared. He was lying
weary and exhausted on his bed. A tall girl was standing
beside him, offering him water from a flask. He thought
she was his daughter. In fact she was the daughter of a
peasant couple from that village. He did not press her to
his heart. He arose that evening, went away and never
saw her again.
Koch felt a profound melancholy. He no longer had any
purpose and was completely desolate. He had healed
hundreds and thousands of people. He had found his
work in the world but was only a cog in a machine.
There was no difference between right and left, but some
things are wrapped in mystery while others are bared for
all to see. We look for some expression for our soul and
for some cover for our body. The chasm in the world
becomes wider and wider, but at times it is closed up.
The loneliness at night, when there is no-one about and
no-one to speak to, is a heavy yoke.
Once again a memory arose in his mind.
He was on his way from the borderlands to Greater
Russia. A world passes by and a world opens up. He was
lodging in a village with its overseer, one of the Russian
Orthodox faith, a man very set in his opinions and ways,
and prone to talk a lot with his visitors. The master of
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the house had a long, flowing beard while he, Dr. Koch,
was clean shaven. He had never before argued about
religious matters. This time some hint of the divine
Messianic era and its rebirth of the world caught his ear.
The life of all the generations is just a preparation for the
Day of Redemption. Happy is the man who is purged of
his sins, and woe to the man who dies in his iniquity. It
was then that he heard an explanation for the murder of
Abel by Cain and the reason why a fleod came to
destroy all flesh. He considered going to a priest and
secking pardon from him for his deeds. One morning he
woke early and bowed down to the God of the sun. He

felt an inner illumination for many days and longed for
light.

XL .

After Eichenstein’s death his household began to crack
up. It was as though everything was going downbhill.
Once in motion there was no stopping. Miriam was as
one stunned and bereft of purpose. The thought of
returning to her father’s house appalled her. To serve as
tutor at a nearby estate was unacceptable. She had no
one to whom she could open her heart. She was an
orphan with no kith nor kin, no brother nor redeemer.

She read one of the books about religion and morals by
the novelist, Tolstoy, and a new world opened up for
her. The mysterious God traces out a path in the
universal scheme, while men who should be executing
His lovingkindness profane Him. They have become
corrupt and serve idols of their own fashioning. They
yield themselves up to lust and social depravity. They
worship beauty, hedonistically intoxicated with absorb-
ing every kind of pleasure and delight, despite the fact
that the earth is not just a garden and there are other
things in the meadow besides flowers. Do not eat your
own flesh and blood. The day of God begins to establish

itself through His Son. Break through windows to the

kingdom of Heaven. Throw away the abominable idols
you have fashioned. Let man become conscious of his

neighbour’s trouble; let him share his piece of bread
with everyone who is unrelated to him and inferior. Let
him forget family relationship and the indulgence of the
flesh. Every rich man is poor. Even if you cram your
treasure-house full, you will find nothing but treacherous
disillusionment. The bright morning does nothing but
dazzle. The sacrifice the poor man makes is what the
gods feed upon. — If you are worthy — you are worthy; if
not — you are a demon, companion to the Lord of
Destruction. Happy is he who paves a way for himself,
and bears the stones of creativity on his shoulder.

It happened towards evening. With a small bundie
under her arm, Miriam departed from the house where
she had stayed. She went to the courtyard of Doctor
Koch, waited until the last patients had Icft and then
entered the examination room, having left her bundle at
the entrance. The old man stood up after his day’s toil
and stretched out his hand to her with feelings of
compassion and affection. She, for her part, looked down
bashfully and said, “I am your handmaid. Let me help
you take care of the sick and I shall serve you truly.”

He kissed her on the forchead and said, “You are my

daughter. Great is your kindness to me.”




