has written hungireds of articles
ﬁ"‘"b‘g?,? thirty books during the last forty

and 850 f of offerings, in six parts, is

s IQ'Z:::)Z in fields to which Dr. Patai
P de contributions: folklore and litera-
.mam,opdogy; Zionism, Israel, and the
- anEasr and the Ancient Near East.
“'dd-l e t part'contains an appreciation of his
tm g;sscription of his work, and a bibliogra-
e, of his published writings.

Jubilee volumes are for.spemal occa-
ons, but the event for this book is not
b ar'ent from the title page, preface,
appreciaton, or anywhere else in the front-
matter. The Fest of the Festschrift is finally
dentifiedina footnote on page.85 asa “_sm-
cere tribute to him [Patai] on his seventieth
pirthday.” et ; .

The essays in this volume vary in quality;
some are dull, others will appeal only to the
specialist, still others are interesting and
will attract the general reader concerned
with Jewish culture. Some are warmed-
over and some that could have made a
contribution, are too short to offer anything
solid. In general, they are long on
scholarship and short on novelty.

Dan Ben-Amos advocates a fresh exam-
ination and observation of folklore ‘‘as it
exists in social reality” because it is a
“culturally unique mode of communica-
tion."” Since the author does not include

Jewish folklore and fails to relate his
theories to Jewish creativity in lore or myth,
his essay is inadequate for this collection of
studies that deal mostly with Jewish
themes.

In this overall poor collection, the essays
by Robert Gordis and Livia Bitton-Jackson
stand out. By shedding light on four Yiddish
usages that reflect internal and external
factors in the life of Ashkenazic Jewry of
Eastern Europe, Dr. Gordis makes a solid
contribution to Yiddish etymology.

Livia Bitton-Jackson chronicles the pres-
entation in fiction of-the Jewish hero from
the mid-eighteenth century to our times.
Her essay is interesting and detailed
enough to attract both the general and
specialist readers. *

The long article by Walter P. Zenner
describing the world of the Syrian Jews in
Brooklyn in the 1950's and early 1960's,
was previously incorporated into his dis-
sertation and offered in other publications.
Jacob M. Landau's essay on the Young
Turks and Zionism, and Simha Kling's
portrayal of Haim Arlozorov, are of high
quality. Landau offers material from Turkish
sources not readily available in English
about three Ottoman Jews who could have,
but did not, influence the leaders of the
Young Turk movement (between 1908 and
1919) to moderate their antagonism toward
Zionism. Reviewing Arlozorov's brilliant
career, Kling mentions a secret letter
written to Chaim Weitzman in 1932 in which
Arlozorov suggested that the Jews take
over the government of Palestine and sus-
pend democracy till they became the
majority population. According to Ishaq ben
Ami, author of Years of Wrath, Days of
Glory: Memoirs of the Irgun (New York:

Shengold, 1983) this was seven years
before the Jabotinsky plan for rebellion in
Palestine that was set for October 1939.
Kling's is an interesting article offering
many details not widely known.

Cyrus H. Gordon's essay on the theoret-
ical structure of Israelite society is too short
and offers material that was already pub-
lished in the 1960's. In the Hebrew section,
Tuvya Preschel’s essay on a strange seder
custom and its origin is a warmed-over
version of one published in the Hebrew
weekly Hadoar of 9 Nissan, 1972. The
author never mentions his old version
anywhere in the article. His elucidation of
this custom is not satisfactory, since he
confuses two customs, and, in this review-
er's opinion, does not-get close enough to
the root of the problem to explain it fully.

Altogether a jubilee volume too modest
for a man of Dr. Patai's stature. He de-
served a better one, one of more lasting
value. George Wolf

The Forms of the Old Testament
Literature: Vol Xlll: Wisdom Literature:
Job, Proverbs, Ruth, Canticles,
Ecclesiastes, Esther

Roland E. Murphy

Wm. E. Eerdmans Publishing Co. $12.95pb

This book is the first of a series of 24 vol-
umes which are intended to present a form-
critical analysis of “‘every book and each
unit” of the Hebrew Bible. Form-criticism
seeks to determine a text’s genre, structure
and setting. These basic questions precede
and delimit the work of exegesis, but in
actual practice it is sometimes difficult to
separate the two. Indeed, these are the
most interesting cases.

It is often in its stressing of the need for
determination of genre, structure and set-
ting that form-criticism performs its most
useful service, rather than its often blind
and one-sided application. As Prof. Murphy
points out: “The most exact and careful
analysis of forms and motifs must be car-
ried out with a sense for the broader per-
spective. The mere occurrence of certain
genres is not enough to determine the lit-
erary genre of the work.” (p. 17) This new
handbook.should help in that task by easing

the time expended on such classification.
—VY.E.

Follow The Moon

Yaffa Ganz

lllustrated by Harvey Klineman
Feldheim Publishers, NY $8.95

There are any number of children’s
books on Jewish holidays, but only this one
covers the whole calendar. Yaffa Ganz’'
fluid text is as bright and easy to follow as a
full moon over Sinai. While the diction and
sentencing are appropriately basic, more
obscure terms like “‘ushpizin” or *‘parshas
shekalim' are not avoided. All such terms
are deftly explained in context and in an
ample glossary. Because Ganz challenges
the intellect and education of the young

from
Harvard
University Press

Against the Apocalypse
Responses to Catastrophe
in Modern Jewish Culture
David G. Roskies
David Roskies places the Holo-
caust, and the literary responses
of victims and survivors, in the
context of generations of Jewish
response to persecutions,
pogroms, and communal
catastrophes.

Louis D. Brandeis
Justice for the People
Philippa Strum

This full-length biography
employs newly available archival
material and pays more careful
attention to Brandeis’ Zionism
than have previous books.
“A truly distinguished work on
Brandeis that at last will portray
the man in all his magnificent
range and versatility, as well as
his humanity and intellectual

$20.00

qualities.”
—James MacGregor Burns
$27.50
Adorno
Martin Jay

“An admirable introduction to the
thought of an inordinately com-
plex writer. It presents that
thought in lucid outline, while
avoiding the sort of facile simplifi-
cation that Adorno himself would
have detested.” —H. Stuart Hughes
$15.00 cloth; $5.95 paper

Danzig: Between East
and West

Edited and with an introduction
by Isadore Twersky
Distinguished scholars explore
select aspects of the Jewish histor-
ical experience in modern times
from the unique perspective of
“East and West.”
Harvard Judaica Texts and Studies, IV
$21.00 cloth; $14.00 paper

Write for our brochure on Jewish Studies

79 Garden Street
Cambridge, MA 02138
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