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PRELIMINARY:

Both Dins end I should like to express our deepest gratitude
to those concerned for giving us this opportunity to visit our
people who ere in Soviet bondsge. We consider it s privilege
and sn honour to have served them, even in the most minimel wey,
We shesll continue to further their c¢suse by every mesns st our

dispossal.

1. CUSTOMS,

We arrived in Moscow on September 17, 8 rsiny Fridsy sfter-
noon, This wes the Psn Americs flight from New YTork by wsy of
Copenhagen., We immedistely encountered Soviet buresucracy st its
worse., Approximately five customs officiels were in charge of
inspecting the baggege of gixty-odd people. In genersl, we
noticed the following petterns:

A, The first people through the line were checked fer
more carefully then those in the resr,

B, Stewsrdesses snd the flight crews were not checked
et sll,

C. American Kegroes were given e cursory check,

D. Members of tours were trested more leniently thsin
individusl tourists, especislly when their Intourist guides
beceme impatient. |

E. Returning Soviet citizens received the severest treatment,

OQur bsgs were not opened, The officisl asked us if we were
carrying eny booke, to which Dins replied: "Only school books,."
We sincerely regretted not hsving brought more books slong, but
then, how were we to know?

We believe that precticsl conclusions cen be drewn from

these observetiona, such ss, for instsnce, contecting Jewish
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airline stewsrdesses snd Negroes snd heve them bring books injg
informing Jews who tresvel to the Soviet Union on orgsnized tours
of what books to bring; snd sbove 8ll -~ to be sure that future
shlikhim stsnd st the beck of the line., (On the sirplsne to
Leningrad, we met 8 medicel exchange student foom Cslifornis
who wes making his fourth trip to the Soviet Union, The Sen
Prencisco Soviet Jewry Coumittee geve him 8 tape recorder and
other materisls which he successfully delivered to sn sddress

in Moscow, We slso met Larry st shul in Leningrsd.)

2, THE HOTEL.

Wie steyed in the new "Intourist" Hotel, one block from the
Kremlin, We found thst st no time was sgpeciel sttention peid to
us either by the floor sttendsnt or by the desk clerks, This wss
true of our entire trip. In fsct, most of the officiasls were so
harried by their psperwork snd by the compleints of individusl
tourksts, that they wished to see as little of us &s possible,
Tourism, we were told, is booming to such s degree, thet for the
first time ever, 211 the hotels were bocked solid through Zept.
As tourists trsvelling first cless, we were provided with one

free excursion per city, Thet waes the extent of our "orgenized"®

sctivity.

%+ The "Intourist" Hotel is fifteen minutes wslk from Arkhipovs
Street. Thenkfully, we had a8 street msp of Moscow prepsred by
Alexander Lipson which includes the synsgogue in his list of
sights., Arkhipovs does not sppesr on any officisl Soviet map,.
Dins and 1 d4id g lot of talking in fronttof the shul,
Despite the two-three KGB men, in full uniform who were slwsys
present, people spoke to us rather openly, Jews questioned us
eagerly sbout Jewish life in Americsen end in Isrsel. Cften, we

were unsble to enswer the more specific questions such as:
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How many synasgogues ere there in New York city, how meny kosher
resteursnts; What salery does sn engineer esrn in Isreel; Do
elderly Jews sutometicslly receive & pension from the Isrseli
Gov't etec. We would hsve appreciasted s fset booklet with such
informetion before lesving for the Soviet Union,

Some of our conversstions went into grest depth: sbout
Yiddish culture in the US and in Israsel, ebout the Jewish student
movement, sbout Negro~Jewish relations, Isrseli cinems and thestre,
gbout the Hebrew University, the Rsbbinete in Isrsel and even
sbout Hebrew prosidy in the Middle Ages! Hazd we not been know-
ledgesble in these sress, we would have had precious little to
offer these Jews, so sterved for informstion., It is slso incon-
ceivable to us how enyone not knowing Yiddish or Russisn could
communicete with them, We spcke Yiddish with nine out of every
ten Jews, including young Jews., On yontef, Dins end I often stood
for » - 4 houvrs at a time, surrounded by s tight circle of Jews
who firedvquestions at us., In genersl, they knew not to esk
peliticel questions,

We were grstified thst we hsd brought slong some ten mez-
uzoth -~ on our own initistive. These very very important, aspe-
cislly to elderly Jews (the younger ones sll seemed to heve one
end wore them quite ostentatiously). We were ssked for mezuzoth
far more often thsn for books or siddurim. Young people, though,

sometimes considered the mezuzoth or the pens e bad Joke,

3+ AARON KHESIN,

The moment we errived st shul on Shabbet morning, we were
spproeched by Asron Khesin, Enclosed is his letter to Prime
Minister Trudeesu which I myself em unsble to resd., I took it
upon myself to smuggle his letter out despite Arie Kroll's

warning, The original hes been sent to its sddressee, Asron
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spesks 8 fluent Hebrew, He is st the centre of 8 group which
includes Avigdor lLevit, Leonyd Zolotushko and msny other young
people, He hss been receiving money from Jews in Europe, money
which he distributes to fsmilies in need of support. The KGB
follows him sround snd interrogates his friends concerning him,
He lives with his mother, @ very cesutious elderly women, He
sttends shul regulsrly in order to be seen, He has kept his job
in the puppet thestre becsuse Obrestsov, the director, is s

libersl-minded man,

4, THE DUTCH ENBASSY

Asron, Leonyd snd msny others compleined bitterly sbout
relstions witi the Dutch erbsssy,., Originally, Heinemsn sgreed
to meet with Jews outside the embessy qwerters. He has never
followed up on his promise, whenever & Jew calls him, he refers
the cell to a Russisn-spesking secretsry, thus rendering ell
communication impossible, Guerds ere stetioned at every entrance,
Leonyd received s personal invitetion from Heineman, but the
Russisn police refused to honour it, David Weiner, & desperste
young msn, ssked us to c¢sll or visit the embassy to find out
whether his invitetion hed errived. We refused, thinking such
sction would not be sdvissble, Plesse inform future shlikhim
about how to sct in such a situstion., Is it indeed fessible
for tourists to intervene with Heinemesn on behslf of Jews? Most
people we talked to were swere of the financisl sgreement with

the embLassy.

5« INVITATIONS,
In Moscow snd Leningred, receiving invitetions wes indeed
a8 crucisl problem, People we telked to rejected the ides of

steging future protests in front of the Post Office. They said
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| thet the protest initistive should come from the sender, In Rigs,
on the other hand, where s demonstrstion in front of the Post
Office hsd tesken plsce some weeks sgo, the results were fsvou-
reble. In Cctober, seversl Rige Jews received invitstions thst
hsd been sent out in June -« July. In Vilns the problem wss
usgnified by the fsct that esch time one spplied for sn exit
viss -~ no more then once 8 yesr -- 8 new set of documents had
to be presented, Although fsulty invitstions cen be corrected
8t the Dutch embsssy, people felt thet there wes such little
chance of being sdmitted, that they preferred to wsit for new
invitetions to be sent,

ULPANIM:

There are st lesst five of them in Moscow., Avigdor Levit
snd his friend Zvi, both yordim, seem to be the ones in charge.
The shortege of books wss lesst severe in lMoscow, quite severe
ir Leningred -~ hundreds of beoks were destroyed last yesr during
the triels -~ and virtuslly unsveilsble in Rigs end Vilns, We
heard reports of s lsrge Hebrew class in Kovno (Ksunas) but
could nbt substentiate them, In Moscow we met three young Jews
from Minsk who study Hebrew together.

We sre convinced thst ulpsnim sre the best mesns of pre-
pering Jews for aliysh snd for eliminsting those who sre unfit,
Bringing more books in is of utmost importasnce, In addition,
finencisl support should be congsidered, We gave Avigdor Levit
50 rubles to pey the Oct. rent for their ulpsn-spertment (it
may be thet he took the money for himself). He snd Zvi sre
setting up the first children's ulpsn in October., Both of them
live off the money they "esrn" teaching Hebrew, money that is
collected from the students, most of whom sre employed in

menial labour, The apertment is also psid for in this way,
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Moscow was the only plece where we met msny young people
fluent in Hebrew. Everywhere we went, people pasked us for Hebrew

bcoks, but we had given ours swsy to our Americen contects, ss

errsnged,

STUDENTS

We met s number of students who fsce a specific predicesnment.
One fellow, empbdy#dg nuclesr physics, wes incredibly nervous
while speeking to us, since he is forbidden to meke contect
with foreigners., He wes one among meny who wish to complete
their studies before epplying for visass. Their resson: the moment
they were expelled from university, the srmy would get them,
That would mesn two yesr's service followed by s three~yesr
querentine, There were rumours, however, thet heving one's
diplome mede it far more difficult to leave, There wses even

telk of paying some 300 rubles for cne's diploms on lesving.

AVIGDOR LEVIT,

He is certsinly known to you es the speaker on the enti-
Zionist Hebrew progrems brosdcest from Moscow some time sgo,
Now he hes become 8 be'al teshuve and is one of the centrsl
ectivists. He 8lso worked in the ssme Middle Esst Institute ss
Mishs Zsnd. He hed complete sccess to the Isrseli press snd
compiled s file on "Zionism" which is now locked up as classified
informstion, Avigdor wses smong 800 people fired from their jobs
on the eve of the 24th Psrty Congress, Avigdor is concerned
sbout reports thet the Soviet government is negotisting the
return of seversl fsmilies from Isrsel, This, he feels, will
be & terrible blow to Jewish morsle, In response to this problem,
Avigdor ené others hseve begun to discuss the difficulties
inherent in sliysh with those Russisn Jewg who seem to be

enotionslly or ideologicslly lscking. Obviously, he says,
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the finsl selection is determined by the State, but pre-~
vious prepsrstion c¢sn do no herm., (In Vilns we hesrd of s
femily -~ fether, mother snd son —- who did return from
Isrsel, Not only ere they psrishs within the Jewigh community,
but the government refuses to employ them until esch writes

8 denunciation of Isrsel., So far only the fsther hes complied.)

THE MARKISH FAMNILY.

& symbol of resistence to Soviet Jews, Both mother and
son sre absolutely fesrless. She is driven by the hope of
publishing the complete works of Teretz Markish -~- in Isreel,
Dins and I visited their home twice. The first waes 8 purely
socisl visit. On the second I delivered e 45-minute lecture
on modern Hebrew culture. Present were: Esther, Devid snd Irins
Markish, Esther's older brother, the dasughter of Shlomo
Mikhoels, the filu director Moisei Kslik snd 2 Russo=Jewish
writer kho hee fought snd won 2 case sgeinst entisemitism,
Kalik toléd us gleefully thet every week he does something to
hsrrags the government, Thst week he hsd ssked his bank to
forwsrd rubles to the Israeli Associetion of Film Directors (?)
to pey bis membership dues! The benk sent him sn officiel
letter, ststing thst it would lock into the metter,

At the Msrkish's we discovered thst the State uses the
telephone ss & listening device when it is on the hook, The
way of foiling it is to turn the disl gll the wsy sround snd
lodge it in plsce with 2 pencil or stick. The Markish's do this
with complete nonchslence, ss of they were turning on the lights,

The Masrkish's ere slways to be seen st shul on Shsbbat
end on holidays, They satay cutside, We slso met them st the

third relly in front of Communist Party headquasrters on Monday
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afternoon September 22, Approximstely 100 people were there.
They stood for six hours until 8 Soviet officisl came out to
tell them thet the stete did not recognize the national rights
of Jews to emigrete to Isreel, but would decide on each r
petition individuslly., The previous rslly, the week before,
hsd lssted eight hours without eny result.

The lerkish's pointed out to us thet receiving the viss
did not necesserily guersntec sn exit, Coretimes the viss was
given to test the individusl: whet would he do next? This wss
pert of s calculated psychologicel werfere. The XGE 8lso
spresds conflicting rumours in order tc breed confusion snd

fslse hopes.

PEEFEPRESS IN MOGSCOW.

On Erev Resh Hsshenne we sow three people errested by
pleinclothesmen, One of them wes & young fellow named Victor
Mekeimyenko. In generel one felt closely watched thet evening,
end smbulances mede it e point to drive up the crowded street
et reguler intervels,

The next merning, Dins snd T went to register our names
at the US embessy. We assked for snd received s list of American
correspondents snd proceeded to csll seversl of them to inform
them of the srrests, This wes, sdmittedly, & rssh move on
our pert, but we felt thet word had to get out. FMuch to our
surprise, the UPI Jjournslists we contscted, Mr, Jackson vel,
243-96-%20 snd Devid Negy tel, 243-61-02, were not only esger
to hesr our news, but slresdy knew 2ll zbout it! Later we
discovered thet Leonyd Zolotushko wee Jeckson's contact,
Leonyd wss subsequently errested for meeting Jeckson in
public. The police confiscsted meny of his belongings, in-

cluding letters from Isrsel., Both Zolotushko snd Masksimyenko
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were released asfter s short while,

EOL YISRATLL
As instructed, we questioned meny people ebout their

reections to Kol Yisreel, ¥e found thet:

L. Jews of ell sges listened on e regulsr bssis;

B. Virtually ell young pecple criticised the progrsms
for being "primitive", "nesive" end not on their level while

C. older Jews were quite setisfied with the progrsms;

De Some people felt thet 11;30 wes much too lete to
broadcest the second hsalf of the Hebrew progrsm since most
people went to work esrly.

Z. Statisticsl, fectusl informetion on every saspect
of Isreeli life, such ss Arts, liusic snd ledicine, wss lscking;

7. Letters received from Soviet Jews should be resd
or st least scknowledged on the sirj

G. David Sferd's progrsm in Yiddish was well received;

H., There was some desire for & children's progremg

1. There wes some desire for more frequent Hebrew
lessons with one repetition during the week;

J. There wss criticism of the Russisn commentstors,

not all of who sre fluent or sophisticated,

ISRAELI CITIZENSHIP,

Ixcept for one person, Roris Kuzonec of Riga, no one
we met expressed sny interest in obtsining Isrseli citizenship
through the newly-passed lsw., The resson: there wass no
evidence whatsoever thst hsving Isrseli citizenship would in
eny wey hesten their lesving; moreover, it could jeeperdize

pensions end other services from the Stste,

LENINGRAD,

Nothing of greet significance happened to us in Leningred,
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We met two other Americsn shlikhim, the Cohens from NYC, They
pointed out to us that the younger people were keeping their
distsnce because we were slways surrounded by the older,
Yiddish-spesking generation. in genersl, one sensed much more
fear in Leningred thsn in Moscow, obviously on account of the
trisls. In fec;, 8 tril was going on while we were there, A
young Jew was sentenced to three snd s hslf yesrs for owning
two Hebrew books,

RIGA.

We found the shul without sny difficulty. It is four
blocks away from the "Rige" Hotel where we stayed, As in Moscow
and Leningrad, the interior of the shul had Jjust been repsinted,
8t the expense c¢f the congregstion, Ths State charges the shul
5 « 10 times the normel rete for electricity. It was the
beginning of s rsiny October snd there wses no heet -- snother
State monopoly. On Lrev Sukkoth there were about 25 0ld men
in shul. The Rosh Hsokahel is very unpopulsr, ‘he comnunity
had decided to throw him out but the Stete intervened, He
made sure thst I would not get en sliysh (not thet it msttered
much to me)., There was one esrog and one lulsv for sll the
congregents,

The mext day, Dine discovered s hesidic minyen in the
basement of the shul which included the Levin fsmily and
other younger Jews, They had an esrog/lulsv of their own.

We spent sn afternoon with them in their private suiksh,
Moshe Levin lester introduced us to his (seculsr) friends
Boris Kuzinec and Vlsadiuwir Abrsmson, loshe Levin's greatest
concern waa whether he should pey four rubles to transport
each and every sefer he owned -~ geversl hundred in sll,

We assured him thst post of these works were gvaileble in
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Isrsel for ressonable prices., He hss decided, however, to pey
the necessery 150 rubles to trensport a8 sefer torgh to Isrsel.

Although we met people who were continuelly being frus-
treted in their efforts to lesve, the general mood was one of
optimism, Invitotions were coming through end ® 8 few families
were lesving esch month, The Shames of the shul, "a baleba-~
tisher yid," had spplied to leave snd was refused, Hebrew study
seemed to be minimsl, elther for lack of bocks or leck of
teachers, or both.

60% of the populstion of Rigs is non-Latvian. The Let~
visns ssy: "You get rid of the Russisns; we'll know how to taeke
care of the Jews" (we heerd the same phrsse in Vilns).
Recently, & locsl peasant women broke into the home of sn
elderly Jewish couple who hed spplied for visss snd best them
severely., At first the goy wes acquited, but the Jews resised
such zn outcery, thet the court is prepsring ¢ new btrisl, e
8lso heard of on sttempted Yizkor gsthering et Rumbula, the
ness-murder sight outside of Rigse.

INCIDENTS 1k VITHA,

No youns verson hss received s vise since before the 24th
Party Congress. On June 24, 1971 Vilna Jews steged o hunger
strike simultaneously in lMoscow snd Vilmns, in front of the
centrsl Post Office. There were %0.people et the Vilnas strike.
The KGR used clesning lsdies snd hooldgens to harasss end provoke
the group; some of the hoolhgsns, who surrounded the group
on 8ll sides, shouted: "ot enough of you Jews were murdered
at Ponar!”

There were two mess rsllies this yesr at Peonsr, The first,

with 300 participsnts, took place pescibly on Merch 1, On
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Tishs B'Av, however, when 200 Jews approsched the msss murder
sight, plsinclothesmen blocked their way, explsining thet e
film crew wes coming to teke pictures., The Jews set down by
the roadside end weited., liemnwhile, hesvy trucks drove by
them cesselessly. An hour pessed, Finally, on sccount of the
trucks, sn elderly msn, spokesmen for the group, stood up to
leeve snd everyone followed. The group decided to wslk back
to the city, some five kilometres, barefoot. As they walked,
more trucks closed in on them from sll four sides, The older
people psnicked and ran, Then Red Cross trucks drove through
the crowd and eight young Jews were thrown in, including one
young ledy. Inside the trucks, the srestees were "roughed up"
by the police, Dech wes taken to s sepsrste cell, where they
were imprisoned together with convicted murderers, prostitutes
and the like., The police tried to convince each one of them
to Jdenounce his friends in return for clemencys. Only one of
them wes taken in by this, They received up to twelve days

in jeil snd were then releesed,

SHMULL CVILON,

All this wss told to us by Shmuel Cvizon, one of those
srrested. He is 8 remrkeble young men who ected zs our trsns-
lator (Yiddish - Russian) with Eyten Finkelshtein end friends,
Shmuel's wife was sllowed to lesve before the Party Congress.
When he spplieé to be reunited with his wife, the officiels
told him: "Don't worry, you'll forget sbout her end merry
someone else." ihe ssme tsctic wes used with enother family
in which the perents were relessed and the children stayed
behind, Said the officisls: "Such parents who desert their
children don't deserve to hsve them reunited," lMany of those

in the asctivist group took pasrt, at one point or other, in



Vilne "Folks FEnsemble" thet lest performed ss recently as o
yeer sgo, Shnuel led the singing snd dancing inside the shul
on Simhst Torsh,

EYTAN FINKELSHTEYN,

Hig spsrtment had been searchsd., He proudly displayed
the officisl police report to us. "Anti-Soviet litersture,”
it stated, He is 8 seriovs individuel, in contrasst to Shnuel's
Joviality, Shmuel s8id thet nothing could heve been orgenized
without him, It wse Eytsn, for instence, who was responsible
for the Ponsr rellies. He snd his friends were among the most
ideslistic Jews we met, They were asking; "How, when we go to
Isrsel, con our contributicn to the Jewish “eople be one of
historic dimensions?" Mecnwhile, lebrow study is mininsl,
There are few bocke z2rd even less free time, They 21l work
extremely hard trying to meintein themselves, Those with
femily in Isresel receive meil and even telephone cslls from
them on & regulsr bgsis. However, even when the phone cell
is peid for in Israel, the receiver must e#lio pay the full

price, 3nd reception is not slways cleor,

VILNA IN GENERAL.

There were no young people st 211 in shul for yontef
(Shebbet Hol Hsmoed, Hoshene Rabba, Shmini Atseret). We met
one mon who was 8 Hebrew teacher in a “Yesvneh" school before
the wer, hed been imprisoned for msny yesrs es e Zionist end
hag been trying to get out for six yesrs, He hes 2 dsughter
end son, He was extremely fesrful, snd I never even mensged
to get his name, He tesches 2 few students Hebrew, but has
virtusllyyno books, The stmosphere in shul wes freer thsn

in Rigs -- witness the fsct thet here I wes given on sliyah.
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on Simhat Torsh, of course, the youth showed up in full force.
The shul wes full, but not overflowing. A group of young
people, led by _“humuel dnaced the Hore end seng Isrseli séngs
during the hskefoth, The celebration ended rather early,
Future shlikhim should be werned sgeinst & young Jew who asked
us to take from him 8 play written in Yiddish by his fsther.
When we refused, he ssked if we would tske his address so ss
to be sent an invitstion. We were sbout to eccept when Shmuel
dregged us swsy expleining thet he wss & provoceteur, The nexb
day he "hsppened upoun us" in & café, but left shorily there-
after,

All«n-gll, we mode eight visits to privete homes, not
including those aldrecses We hsd received from my parents,
Most of whet we lesrned was glesned from these meetings, At
first we were reluctsnt to sccept invitetions, recslling Arie's
werning, But two considerstions outweighed this hesitsncy:

1) those who invited us were not afrisd, then by whet right
should we be snd 2) we hed nothing else to do! Fortunastely,
neither we nor our hosts suffered sny consequences on sccount

of our visitse, 8s fsr ss we know,

CUSTOMS s

The Custous ofiicisls were waiting for us on the way
out. Four ¢f them pounced on our bsge, leaving one officer
in cherge of sll the remsining pessengers, They checked every
scrap of peper, every souvenir, every tube gnd medicine
bottle. Tktey confiscsted five pezintings (for which we hed sn
official export stamp), one frsmed lithogreoh, 30 photos of
Peretz Markish's life given to us by his widow snd s Yiddish

trenslaetion of I'reud published in Vilne ir 1937, shile this
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wes going on, I shouted snd srgued with them, boping that
these objects would be the kappsrsh for whst we were really
hiding. They kept us for 25 minutes., Then one officer turned
to the other snd ssked in Russisn: "Should we cneck them as

well?" "No," replied the other, “there's no need."



