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Bivilozravhy of Nafteli Gross Folk-Tales.

| Gros, Nafiall (Cross, Naftoli) - Mayselekbh un Msholim, or Tales and

Parableg, illusty. by Khaim Gros (brother), weoaerkixiiiing
Wiednewm. » Abey Press, New York, 464 pp. Copyright by N.Gross.

Ugtueg: Tales and parables. First printed in the "Porward”, fwom 1946
0 1952.
Size: It is 8 full-gize book: mf hard-cover.

Forewords: Spp.

Srmkeriuxrsizr Table of Contentss: 1p.

gontents: B350p.

Nemes of shteblekh where tales wevre heard: Ip.

Nemes of contributorse 2p.

Critics of his works snd theircritielism: 13pp.

Method of Collsectiony

Sent in by weaders of "Porward™, printed almost delly fox & yos,

Some appeared in “Kunds®™ by him, after World Wer I. Also in

ehildrends #ukiz Jjournals, and in dsily Dewspupers.

From other printed material, as, N.H.Sperber (pseud.)

He tyranslated from other languages

Hosrd at first hand ®in der heim™ -~ jate, mame, zeyde-bobe,
neighbors, durving "mleve malke"at htme, in khedewr,

Got Prom®Zesmlers, forsher, shrayber, aleyn geshribn.”

Fram_swigimai-inf@rm&ﬁﬁs in Koldmaylk-{Galicie}, when on. four .. ..

during the 1920%, - *fun folk's mogl”. “Dirvekt farshribn®.

America - mosts btales “geshribo.un favshribn®, - alse from leo's

of veaders fron America, Conada, and other gouniries.

Mos% stopyies told “blal pe® in"Eashern Europe, - Poland,

Galicia, Eitw, Ukrsine, Lithusniz, Roumanis, Bessarable,

‘Russisn, Hungary, of forty@toleighiy vearw ago, as told by

those who first heard it then (the lost world of shietlekh).
Heard from family: (b'sl pe)l ‘

Seyde - meyselekh far kinder, from 0tinje, in the Caypathians
5% Esst Calieis and Bukovine. About 1860 femines Polish upe
§“simgg and the Thirty-Years® War.

Tate - gt night, before sleep, oxr on holidays, - nayses from
genore, - 0r at’mlave-malke”, togetherwith neighbors, teld
oftgute-yidn®. Tales of Chortkover Rebe’s Hoyfe of pritsim,
both Jewish and non=Jewish, and of "chikave® meetings and
khagidic ways.

Mamg = Tgles ofvitsler Greydinger, oder fun dem yusifon un
shavathetgiong her bobe-seyde; rebes and rebitsinsg of B
Meshele Khtever, Berdishever, (N.Gros wrobtes song: "R‘Moyshele

- Ritever Perl®jand she gave me the two brothers {(Nafiall and
Khaims the famous soulptor khasidishe mayse-bikher, glviag

gach a kreone fop veading a stery in i%.

“Reb Ayzik (a “horev”), whittled $oys for them while telling tales
e gf "geandoniag kariikes, ang shrebelski

In kheder in Kolomews . -
From boys, fvom his vebe (B'Meishels alsteler,.and R°Vovik Kugl).
The vebe's book of blank page: into which sach boys wrote each
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Contents:
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Tanakh tales
Khumesh
Sferim: Shoftim and Shmuel
- N'viim  (meyselekh and msholim to explaind these &)
Midrashin
Tales of gfvuro and of kings

7. Magidim (Vilner goen, Dubner magid)
8. Khagidim anrd thely rebes
9. Tales of v ‘wlokhes, and balagoles™
10, Mlamdim & ive~bokhuyinhn
11l. Khoggnip
12,9 GV.‘E.E? jm G
3..3& Sgykh"
14, A}?ik
lﬁe Vi?
16. M- a~-haze un oylom-habo.
1%7¢T Ziw arenders, un yishuvnikes, un poyerim
Ko I P it
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situations

leaders.

'+, even ‘the goyish ehanged o Jewishness: (2 yidish ponim).

desn Jedish tales.

2 describes gualities of Jewish tales: no idelatry, no govishe-
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Yidish tales have a "yidishn kheyn"§ themes arve of "ekhte yidn“g

mostly: Jewish ways are rootedd in agadas from gmore and midrashg ne
brutel force in them: (even & gazlen may feel ashamed if a rebe xmwm
proves him and he mends his ways)s they extol the "talmud khokhem§
the"bal-tsdoke® a8 well as “gute mides, Toyre, un erlekhkeyt™:they
Bpek the “kamtsen®, the “nouveau-riche”; the "grobsr-y@ing un der am-
horete™s they pity and extel the weak, the oppressed, the lonely widow
and orphan, and the one with 2 simple hesyt that is pures they praise
the worker and the “folks-mentsh®, and prefer honesty and goodness ag
against sham and evil. They are "kurts, poshet, mit & moralishn tsil®
to make light of suffering. Only few tales are not folk-tales, but
they have the folketale quality, and may be a true event.

have been changed inte the Jewish “flaver® (his word), in Yewish
spirit. Some have several versions IRXRARXEMEREXXTECHASXEERRIEL
wibel ave kame, thpugh they come from diffexe

Some taies are a direct borvowing from other country's tales, but
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However, there are only a few variants, though cannot tell place of
origine.

Some are found in other collectbns: ex.s "A Meserl mit mayles®
Olshvanger: only three mayles.
Ravnitekys Jfour mayles
Gross: (p.288) 8 mayles..

Seder (Order)s No divisions into any sort of orderly fashion. The

unity lles in the fact that they are all from the old logt world..

Gross describes shtetl as "a qual vos royshi® = a never-ending srping

for ereativity of folk-tales, a "matseve™to & lost world.
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Index: No divisions into logical parts
Foreword: Gives all the information about nature, method of ecollectien,
sources, plage, ete., also babliography.

Footnotes: none. .

Illustrations:s Sewveral, by his brother, K -aim Gross, seulptor,artist.
C;Mgg§;§§;g§%were\wriﬁten down direct, but some taken from prinied sources,

(Repertoirs;

Annotationgs None

Fogug: No particular genre, except as shtetl types and many genres,
guch ag tales, legends, vitsn, anecdobes,

Bagis of orders "Der seder is der shpigl fun shtetl=-1lebn®.

Analysiss Anthropological analysis. Says the tales show life of a
1i7e long lost: can see its past in the tales as in a mirrver.
Reviews: OFf this book and of his other books (of XYidn, 2 books;
Psalmens Finf megiless Maysesy DebssBilder dem yidishn arbed
debn in smerikeViadimir medemt
Reviewers: Biallik, Niger, Reyzin, Mekdoni, Raviish, Dr.Shlome Bikl,
Glants-Leyeles, Ben Tsion Goldberg, Glatshieyn,Starimean.

Iangusge useds:

Aecording $o critics: “Zsyn reyne-yidisher loshen; der ershier
- 708 hot dem _motiv (dl adle heym) oyfgenumeny -gelseriliymgess——m=
‘khovet un arayngetirogn vi a lebedikn "igh® in der yidisher poesie?
(Mordkhe Yafe, in £fidisher Kempfer, New York, 12423428, )
Nayse-interesant: shprakh- oysgetssykhnis reyn, veykh, 2aftik,
gﬁﬁg}pgs Dex dikhier lost zikh filn. (B.Tz.Goldberg, Der Tog.
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