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Births fump,
9 Months After
N.Y. Blackout -

NEW YORK — (P — Sev-
eral New York hospitals re-
_ported. a. sharp increase in
births Monday and Tuesday,
nine months after the 1965
blackout in the U.S. Northeast
and a large part of Ontario.
~ Six major hospitals reported
delivery and labor rooms con-
stantly occupied. The birth
increases ranged from 33 to
255 per cent above the hos-
pitals’ average for one day.

The New York Times, in a
“survey of the hospltals, re-
ported 28 births at Mt. Sinai
Hospital Monday, a record.
‘The average there is 11 a
_day.

At Bellevue, where 11 were
born a week ago, the nursery
had 29 newcomers Monday.

Sociologist Paul Siegel, who
is directing a National Opinion
Research Council study on '

the impact of the 1965 black-
out on 1,300 persons, said:
~ “The lights went out and
the people were left to inter-
act with each other.”

Other sociologists and obste-
tricians were reluctant to
attribute the increase to the
blackout. Some, however, ven-’
tured the opinion that the |
dxsruptmn in routine and
‘absence of television might

[ have coniributed to the pheno-
menon.

 The blackout started be-
tween 5 and 6 p.m. Nov. 9.
The power failure left almost
- all of New York City, parts of
eight states and much of On-
tario in the dark. Some
30,000000 people were af-
fected. In some areas the
_power was off until 7 a.m. the
- next morning.

I’n areas where the hghts

~f

were restored in’ two to three
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