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Rehwey, New Jersey July I5, Ig52

My dear Mrs Lichg:

r

l

L oe

Periodically one of these enauiries turns up and right
now I cennot remember whet small town in Maine Henry is living in, but
I will check with & friend of his in New York who may know end forwsasrd
your letter for I g=x sure it will please him,

' | Yes, I knew Henry from the time he was sbout nineteen
until he was in his middle thirties very well indeed; he was not precisel;
& student in my first tesching years but was & member of a poetry club
I ren at ®. *. Y, very eerly in my own career. I helped him for some
time get at himself snd his writing.He wés & very poor and a very
ingrown anda insecure boy as I think the book indicates &nd he hsd written
nothing but his tslk endhis love af words led me to believe he could

ané meantime to learn every faucet of wrltlng rapldly_JThe book
was sold to seconc hend stores after Bglasue went out of business, but
also not until another book haz: d been accepted by Scribners , was
almost done. A story from this, or chapter did appear in e megezine, I
think it wes the Bartlcan Rev1ew and I will try to find it for you, for.
I undoubtedly heve it in my files as most of Henry's reviews , etc are
stillthere. Two or three New Yorker stories, good, but not iis kind
eppeared later when for a brief time he tried to wrlte for money.,
The second book whgich I, saw the full writing of wes much grester than
the ‘first because|{it was not sutobiggrephicel but made the connection

between minority suffering and lsbor orgenizastion. By this time Henry
hgdbecome identified with s klnaoi fether-pfigure who was very active
in waterfront work into which, for & time Henry also plunged.

[As the book began to draw to gether, Henry in a ver§
‘high strung and nérvous stateg felt( as he hed in the earllenone)
defeated. There followed & curious and very complicated sort’of
split in his interests. HEe had decided he wanted to marry snd support
children snd had fallen in love with Muriei Perker, a minor but
somewhat talentec composer. Mainly, &né late, I guess, he plunged into
growing up and teking responsibility. Between streins &s tojobs and
strains as to his work, he broke pretty much with all his past
His sister ( enc I knew the rfemily 8ll of them) told me he destroyed
in some fit of rejection the msnuscript of the second book. Hemsrried
has two lovely boys snd went to Msine bought a ferm, is faraing snd
working es a mele _sttendsnt in sn insane asylum, He nev r seems to hsave

been able to write since. Once sbouttwo yesrs ormore ago there was sone
telk of & weaslthy friend helpinzg him to return to New York but this frien
diec eand I do not xnow whaet the results would ha ve been, Hehsgs
integreted iis life in completely different patterns now. Scribners

still hgs rights to the second book &nd was to reprint the first but

so meny yeers have gone by and the Egitor( Tom VWolfs elso) who was
interested in him through in pe:t me, is dead., I aaree with y.u &and

worked w1th the conv1ctlon for many years, thet Henry's talent was the
highest. I've pleced many students books and known & good méeny writers :
my own somewhat older age anc his, none csmencear his intensity.

But the intensity racked hi m and a feeling of financial insecurity elso
rackeg hin o\'he is father, husbsnd , landowner, eand the last 1 heard
most 1nterested 1n & boy much llke himself &nd hl“ son.
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It wss for Bhis son tho hséd begun to stutter due to en uneven
development mentsally and emotionsll who sent the fsmily to Msine
( wnere sevcral summers Henry hed written) becsuse it w:as & oul eter
life or psychistry whichwas needed. In the pest few years I've
seen very little of ths family enc heard very little, but did heve
pictures of them enc the place. If I can run down this materisl
-- end s genersl uphesvel ofny life end files snd books to the country
and the rebuilding of en old ferm here nesr ny husbend-- hss
gotten sll ny belongings into & wild uproasr for I've had full teeching
mesntime enc a sick mother - in- lew and comnuting. But papers are
graduslly turning up. : * : :
As I sisd, I know it woulc please them all to have your letter
end I shell make sn effort to track that little town down agsin end

!

you mey yourself hesr from Lenry. -
: Yours . :

B Eq@ Lou Wglton
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