wHzpn X
Yo OEN I P .ehy obr YRE LT BT TR —

D LY P 8 PUNBE PR UME ST DB 9 0T DR Ut
oM OYET TR I MUY N T K DA g0 8
vagL S8 TpT DY e b oEn M A b din B

l'“‘ fo 1800 1D DIGHMITYI FNK 20 DT ERUR M N 0T T
4 WphstY TR Y6 ¥ 1B WIETT PR vmyn § — 274907 ¥
» ALY ok PR B YIINY M M DI ANITITHI K 8 PR ne

< (5 1% wzen 16 fowna o5 w0 TEROME TR — PO T8 TS 8
[T x pa yiba o by ik 1 TR om0y 31 BEY

e o JBOYIREE TS0 MNIBKI MK TOPYLOR BIVYL DNV PR NE ¥
Clow 0 10123) 80 DIMD LAPFFARS FUM JIBN DDIN FIFITK OFN

{-c.._,-ﬁ,& TEN W3 G PYIYS TN B3, 10Y DOV 130 NOY 42 ITWM
wib g vINS B WA D IR CTONR TR JynD ee TR U
OYT 13 3§71 T 2BOM TR M A TR
ATE Ty Mg M L nlaye P b8p P pravk bayh ogn
ATISD ¥ DY LNYpwD A3 T DYYTID DY PR MR
frehd- "k ammbo vT PR st T T m o nsbyn oyey IR Y tym
Musmpz O8N TR woiyn & ovm ogn D= — €10 QUM 17 Anway
U n om oo w3 T iy priasmp (TR § R0 5 68
*3 'T TR 38T D OOPYTIIT AT TR AT STYEL, D1 BOYST W
gy ! - ke talking do himgel € “. T § THR T3
“h’“'“/—-“"v’r%:gr—m&:rw-wum—m-vnu;n— :
Cohr 0 IR PR Y0OED YT B3 DR LISED 18 ANNG P 0N §
Sferkis] TP T TR — TR T T TR P00Y0 M T
ofe s Y £ g
o - EYDIT YIWTINK TN (TN PRD — TR AT — DY —
Mlmfnf.

— PR 33— RRE PR'D DITYENED TR 0T T — TR AT
WTTID B TW T

M DY T o ub
WO 8 PR I SIVEPETIFT = 0T DAE - RPN —
; DT

YT § U UMYD O TR

&7 PR'D WD PR'D T LDVIR TR YT 0¥t nb napn
b KPNT PR AVYPIIONK MK MWD PR M JIWTPY PP
PR'D PR T DB apw vk ApYIITRE X oM Amne
WA TR W AYH IR D gt bR TR I8 e pw
AESY Y1 — BNZUYYY TIK .. TOYSMWONYP, 0T YN T 0N

T vgn ogn 3 DX DB YIYTAR YT o1 Ip vhn

T AT AT O PR DYDR DOPIYTIYL TR MR LDO8pD
TR Y OEN PR (D TN LPIvn WESEE YIPTE YT LT

QYL Betw nvan W W PR mOupee mast oy

TAGKR T fire 73 T IS PO B UM DIZD = RN MWD TID '3
TR YT D3P DR DOTND STRR BEP 8 TR0 8 T T
VYN T OPPEYRRA M L ALY RN ~— TYIN NK Lo
IPUPT TIMEAD PR Pk 6 ogn Kwp ¥ Py T X
B T YR DY T DYTIER PR YD T 18 yvoha b

~

+ alone with your Talmud!” she says.

o avnna gamb v v M AUDIYH TIYD
e 'Ti A0UM PR IYER WA DY TR N [P ogN O Do |

on ShddA™ o a2 emn T PR ST PR M P Do TR TR

payl MDY 1PN PN == S 0°HA T PR T by —

IBYIE PR 1N 102 N 1O8T TPTIDD YN TIRY o

AT DU 8% 8T T 1YL oY YIat1oa g HYArew wabnws

.\3';‘ * uYET WLLWDB 9T DB O EEEP 8 — ° T MWA 2 Y s m

YTISRYD-YYA TIN PR Baaph yo oM opym soys nb i TR
bo3 10YYR IR B SR B oUW NB ovYTmE Nb YY)
OYTE TP IS TIRWY PP PYNE TUr bigbh ¥n nImbK TR
n3D D VDY OV LODYTMA YRR MK DMK T DIYIhEn ¥
oYU YN NP DD 1D DOYENES 10rakh Nk NYMoa v
QMR T PR b Yphhw PP 18 BNl YD P TIEE TN
¥ O 3P PR MR THYTIMTIRD DpYT g P vy yn
~T13p (Y™ — 2 m Am N 23

ST R OPRITIRE “EM W N WATR 1 BETMEPa
DIYPYY /T TR JVINT 16 LIM Dwn SmdY & oyEY Spam
AZIP B MR BPIDYVEEE B VPR PR OOY .OET ok Dy
T TOR TR P2 GRYD LOYUED 1201 PR T Y o oy b
_IUTILE PR P00 [T ) KIA DYT I DYINN JoMR Do
K TIE7 12 TWTIE LT ST W DR Apn Snow s R
BT PRI T DETIEE 1T RNTRED UMY DEN JURE
NPT ALEMETS WTTRY vEt b 1R R T D unb
K MWL SBYP DI N LRI Y JYDUYL DU B'K DR W Tybm
PR YD JAET Snvw oy tovn preye JSeyp ta
Sphiyh 8 N 0K TPRD LY W SwEyd vIe K DA
RO X LI R OIVP B SPOTUN B~ 1IR3 URRT TR
S35 R — Yo g o xPn B RS s ot
Sy MR baymwe
; nE D ban PR wsh TR ayn ® T vEyTw DY i
VP DISBDIXTY 13383 ¥ STIND YD DXT DIPINIES pUWwaMa
m UKD TR YT P MY DR NIYLYR0 ™R yue iR
*1 b TR DYy DB YT NG TORTLN PR PR WMWY 9T
PR D0 MR NTTY TR M UM DY OEN DT YRy

| a man of faith, as you know, I have no complaints against God. &+

@n/p.;.ﬁﬁo)g. .

D '&nthm of FA ag inklowdor o oA ferronat Natas
but Coming Guny 3 i FRett wortel faan Tobtes = an infimnie
$‘|¢ra of M inteeotr {od. ,;:’( l“l)

HODL
v

-
-

[l

Weak n
-fa« q‘

wheaal

You've been wondering, have you, Pani Sholem Aleichem,
where I've been all this time? Tevye's changed quitea bit, you say,
grown suddenly gray? Ah, if only you knew the troubles, the
heartache, that I've been through! It's written that odom yesoydoy
mi'ofor vesoyfoy le'ofor, that a man can be weaker than a fly and .
stronger than steel—1 tell you, that's a description of me! Maybe “”',T "
you can tell me, though, why it is that whenever something goes “HE ®
wrong in this world, it's Tevye it goes wrong with. Do you think o +
that's because I'm a gullible fool who believes whatever he's told?

If only I'd managed to remember what our rabbis said a thousand

umes, kabdeyhu vekhoshdeyhu—a man musn’t trust his own dog...

But what can I do, [ ask you, if that's my nature? And besides, I'm &<ty

A
Not that they would do me the least bit of good if I had them! .
Whatever He does must be for a reason, though. It's like the iwplick¥e
prayer book says, haneshomok lokh vehaguf shelokh—what does a % Juter sas>
man ever know and what is he reatly worth?My wife and 1 quarrel €ts o
about that. “Golde,” I'm 3] telling her, "it's a sin even to think“?eom-‘"51
such things. There's a story in the Talmud thai—" “Leave me bolde o
“We have a daughter to marry- Jerko him
off, and after her, touch wood, two others, and after them three bak i
more, if first they don't break a leg . . .” “You musn't talk that way,
Golde,” 1 say. “Our rabbis warned against it. In the Talmud it also
says—" But she never lets me finish. “A house full of growing
daughters,” she says, “is all the Talmud I need 1a know! Go
argue with 2 woman, I tell you!

In short, I don't have to remind you that I have, fouch wood,
some fine goods at home, each better-looking than the other. God
forgive me for boasting. It's not a man's job to praise his own
daughters, but you should hear the whole world tell me what
knockouts they are! And most of ali mywho!'s next after
Tsaytl, the one who fell for the tailor, if you recall. I can’t begin to
tell you how gorgeous she is—] mean Hodl, my second daughter;
she’s like the Bible says of Queen Esther, ki toyuas mar'eh hi—
prettier than a picture! And if looks aren't bad enough, she has

‘.,

bCer

v:“i like
e brains to go with them; she reads and writes both Yiddish and ‘&EM i

Russian and swallows books like hot cakes. What, you may ask, do /A
a book and a dairyman’s daughter have in commonf Well, I ask™} d
them the same riddle—I mean all those nice Jewish youngsiers '™
who, begging your pardon, don’t owa a pair of britches for their
backsides, yet only want to study all day long. Kulony khakhomim,
kulonu nevoyram, as it says in the Haggadah—nowadays everyone
wants to be a student. Where? How? Why, a cow can sooner jump
over a roof than a Jew get into a Russian university! Al tishlakh
yodkko: they guard their schools from us like a bowl of cream from
a cat. Not that it keeps us from studying anyway—and plain ordi-
nary boys and girls oo, the children of tailors and $hoemakers,
God help me if I don’t see them everywhere! They leave home for
Yehupetz or Odessa, they live there in attics and garrets, they eat
the ten plagues of Egypt with the eleventh for dessert, they go for
months on end without seeing a scrap of meat, a single roll and 2
herring is a feast for a dozen of them. Vesomakhto bekhagekho—life
for them is one big holiday . . .
Well, one such character turned up in our neck of the woods, a
real vagabond, too. In fact, I once knew his fathey, a man who &) -
peddled homemade cigarettes and was a r seven times over- ) —
But that's a whole other story—and besides, if the iﬁud tellsus ¢ 4
that Rabbi Yochanan the Cobbler made a living patching shoes, a
person can be permitted a father who didn’t make one selling
cigarettes. What annoyed me was something else: where did 24) ~
uper like him get off thinking he was a student? Not that he was
%mmmmmwmd a good head on
his shoulders. And though his name was Pertchik, we all called
him Peppercorn, |because that's exactly what he m a
small, black, puny litde ragamuffin. Still, they donlt come any'n

ve— &

brighter, and when he let loose with hi{tongu¢). . . whew, you had §) +
better step backl  fuach - [iat- -

Listen to how I met him. Vayehi hayoym, one fine day I'm on
my way home from Boiberik, having sold a bit of merchandise,
a whole wagon full of cheese, cream, butter, and other such g s
vegetables. As usual I was thinking about the world’s problems,

such_as why in Yehupew they had it 50 good, whether Tevye ”":f"’?' "
ever would, what my horse wouid say If he could; and so on philo,
and so forth. [t was summertime; the sun was shining down;
the flies were biting; and the whole wide world seefmed such a

besins w/s0cial Tne?walh‘a — o whyy i} it he cont
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by the side of the path, a bundle under ONnE arm
falling off his feer,
cailed out to him, "Toms to think of it, hap aboard: I'm going
your way and my wagon is empty. You know what the Bible says:
help the jackass of your neighbor if you Pass him on the road, and
your jackass of 3 neighbor to0,”

He laughed and Jumped into the wagon without having 10 be
asked twice.

“Where might a young fellow like you He coming from:" |
asked.

“From Yehupetz,” he says.

“And what might 2 young fellow like youl be doing in Yehu-
pewz?” [ ask,

“A young fellow like me,” he says, “is Preparing for his entrance
€Xams,”

"And what,” | ask, “might a young fellow iike you be Planning
to study?"

“A young fellow like me,” he says, “hasn't decided that yet.”

“In that case,” I ask, “why’s 2 young fellow ke you beating his
brains out?”

“Don't you worry, Reb Tevye,” he says. “A young fellow like me
knows what he's doing.”

“Tell me,” I say, “since you seem to be a personal acquaintance
of mine, just who exactly are you?" . 8

“Whoam I?" he says. “A human being." & 7= conn G k: Iy

“1 already guessed as much,” [ said, “because you didn't look ~ ¢
like a horse to me. Whay I meant was, w ild are yoy3”

“Whose child?” he says. “I'm a child of God's."

“I knew that too,” | say. “After all, it's written, vaya'as eloyhim-—
and God made cvery creeping thing. I mean, who's your famjlys
Are you from hereabouts oigg_m ﬁgf_gn/rg‘erc?"

“My family,” he says, "is the human race. But I was born and
raised around here. You even know me.”

“Then out with i]" | say. “Who is vour fathers"

“My father,” he says, “was named Pertchik "

“The devil take youl” I say. “Did you have ro take all day o tel
me that? Are you Perichik the cigarette maker’s bby, then?”

“Yes,” he says. “I'm Pertchik the
“And you're truly 2 student:” [ 4
“Yes,” he says. “I'm truly a student.”

“And what exactly do you live on3” Iask,

“Llive,” he says, “on what I ear.”

. for you!” | say. “Two and wo js four, four anq four is
eight, and ate anq ate and had 3 tummy ache. By te)f me, my fine
friend, what exactly is it that yoy ea¢p”

“Whatever I'm given,” he says,

“Well, at leas; you're not choosy,” | say. “If there's food, you ear,
and if there isn', you bite your lip and go (o beg hungry. | sup-
POse it's worth all thay 1o be a studen. After ail, why shouldn'; you
be like the rich fews of Yehuperz? Kuiom ; rim, as it
says...”

Sometimes | Jike Lo cite a verse or 3
Pertchik took i lying down?
to see the day when ') be like them,

“Why, bless my soulif you don't seem to have something against

them,” | say. “I hope they haven't gone
father’s esate. ”

“It's their estates,”
everyone's some day.”
“Yqu know whar" | say. "-I'd leave that sorg of taiki to your worst

garette maker’s boy."
k.

he says, “that wij] be yours, 3nd mine, and

deby e
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| came out of it then, such wild, crazy ideas,
- and upside down with its feet sticking up in

You can be sure I didn't have 1o repeat the invitation. My young
at dinnértime sharp, Jjust when the
borscht was on the table and the knishes were sizzling in the pan,
“You've timed it perfectly,” I said, “If you'd like to wash your
hands and say the Lord's blessing, go ahead, and if not—that’s
fine with me woo, I'm not s policernan. No one’s going to whip
me in the next world for your sins in this one.”

Well, we ate and we talked-—in fact, we talked on and on, be-
Cause

something about the littde fellow appealed to me. I'm \~ WV!
damnmmmmd W .
- aman [ can have a Jews word with; here a verse from the Biblet pnp 5“%
;eu a ime ;rom % ;:;!-rmug, even agt oi pE% E ;

sophy or what- | .y
_ave-you; Tcan P Being who rom then on the (_.,g\)
boy began dropping in regulags. X oon as he finished the pri-

vate lessons that he gave for a living dach day, he would come to
us 1o rest up and have something to eat. (Mind you, [ wouldn't
wish such 2 living on anyone, because in the most generous of
cases, I assure you, our local squires pay eighteen kopecks an hour
to have their sons taught, for which they expect their letters 1o be
addressed, their telegrams corrected, and their errands run in the
bargain. And why not? Doesn't it say bekhoyl levovkho uvekhoyl naf.
shekho—if you expect to eat, €xpect to pay the bill 100!} The boy
could count himseif lucky to take his meals with us and tutor my
girls in return for them. An eye tor an eye, as it says—one good
turn deserves another. Before we knew it, he had all but moved in
with us; whenever he arrived, someone would run to bring him a
glass of milk, and my wife made sure be always had z clean shirt
and two whole socks, one for each of his feet. It was then that we
staried calling him Peppercorn. He really did seem like one of the
family, because at bottom, you know, he was a decent SOrt, a
simple, down-to-earth boy who would have shared all his worldly
possessions with us, just as we shared ours with him, if only he had
hadany ...

The one thing I didn't like about him was his habit of disap-
pearing now and then. Suddenly he wpuld vanish—uehayeled ey-
nenu, Peppercorn was nowhere to be found. “Where have you
been, my wanderbird?” I would ask him when he came back.X gpeatc
Pepper: i » thoughi I don't know about YOUApgfire T

but secretive people annoy me. Even s € San
world, did it out loud, or else we know all about it? But
Will say this tor Peppercorn: when he opened his mouth, it

erupted like a volcano. You wouldn’t have believed the things that
everything backwards e
the airfA rich Jew, for S 1w}
instance—thar’s how warped his mind was!-—wasn’t worth a row T

of beans to him, but a beggar was a big deal, and a workingman— eyplde of
why, a workingman was king, he was Gogl's gift to the world—the FEn Y|

| reason being, I gathered, that he worked, [rtest -
“Stll,” T would say, “when it comes to livelihoods, you can't
compare work to making money.”
s
mdto

That would get him so mad tharhe'd go all out to convince me
thay"money Was the rool of all evil. \ll the monkey business in
the World, he said, was due (ﬁ T ;nd nothing honest could ever

&)
come of it. And he woul E.e me t¢n thousand proois and
demanstrations that stuck to me like 2 radish to a wall. “Stop
talking like a madman,” 1 wouid say. “l suppose it's dishonest of
my cow to give milk and of my horse to pull my wagon for me?"

I had some idiot question like that for every idiot statement that
he made; trust Tevye not to let him get away with anything. If
only Tevve hadn't trusted Peppercornl. .. And he wasn't em-
barrassed to speak his mind, either fOne evening, for instance, as
we were sitting on the front stoop of my house and philosophiz- A4
ing away, he says to me, “You know what, Reb Tevye? You have “oa“
some wonderful daughters,”

“You don't say!" I said. “Thanks for letting me know. They
have a wonderful father to take after.”

“Especially your second eldest,” he say$. “What a head she has!
She’s perfection itself.”

T Seto Feliy | a inticchinl wih
<. traagk Soe him ao :wsuﬁ:‘ﬂt ® H‘d-a C»LW'M-:
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“So what else is new?" I say. “The apple fell close 1o the tree ”
Between you and me, though, my heamt swelled with pleasure.
Show me the father who doesn't like to hear his kids praised! Was
I a prophet that 1 should have known what a crazy love affair
ouid come of it? Liste * ouall 5 i

In a word, vayehi erev vayehi toler=pne allérnoon as [ was
making my rounds of the Boiberik dachag, someone hailed me in
the street. 1 looked around to see who if was—why, it's Efrayim
Die Matchinaker) Efrayim the Matchmaker, you should kiow. 1s a
Jew who makes marches. "Begging your ?ardon, Reb Tevye,” he
says, "but I'd like to have 2 word with you.

“With pleasure,” I say, reining in my horse. *] hope it’s a good
one.”

“Reb Tevye, you have a daughter,” he salys.

“I have seven, God bless them,” 1 say.

“I'know you do,” he says. “So do ."

“In that case,” I say, “we have fourteen between the two of us,”

“All joking aside,” he says, “what 1 want 1o talk to you abou is
this: being as you know a matchmaker, I have a match for you—
and not just any match either, but somdthing really exclusive,
extraprime and superfine!”

“Perhaps you can tell me,” I say, “what's hiding under the label,
because ifit’s a tailor, a shoemaker, or 2 schoolteacher, he can save
himself the trouble and so can 1. Revakk vebatsoloh ya'amoyd layehu-
dim mimokoym akher—thank you very kindly but I'll look for a
son-in-law elsewhere. It says in the Talmud that—"

Alpw
1ok

“Good Lord, Reb Tevye.'bl.lte says, “afe you starting in on the
Talmud again? Before a body can talk with you, he has 1o spend a
year boning up. The whole world is nothing but 2 page of Talmud
to you. If [ were you, I'd listen 10 the offer I'm about to make you,
because it’s going to take your breath away.”

And with that he delivers himself of an after-dinner speech ®
about the young man’s credentials. What can I tell you? Cham-
pagne and caviar! In the first place, he icomes from the best of ¢ 1H%?
families, not from the hoi polloi—and that, I want you to know, is
what matters most to me, because although we have all kinds in
my family, akudim nekudim uvrudim—well-off folk, working folk,
even some pretty common folk—FI'm far from a nobody my- @
self . . . Secondly, Efrayim teHs meJhis man can parse a ith intullechd,
the best of them, he knows how to read the small }Erim—uand that’s aur,.‘}
no trille with me either, because I'd sooner eat a buttered pig than
sit down to a meal with an illiterate. A Jew who can't read a Jewish
book is a2 hundred times worse sinper. ] don't give a hoot if
you go to synagogue or not; I don’t even dare if you stand on your
head and point your toes at the sky; as long as you can match me
quote for quote and line for line, you're a man afier my own
heart, that’s just the way Tevye 1;‘} .. And finally, says Efrayim, ®
the fellow is rolling in money; why, he rides about in a droshky We>'™
pulled by a pair of horses who leave a trail of smoke wherever
they go—and that, I thought, is certainly o crime either. Any way
you look at it, it's an improvement on being poor. How does the (s
Talmud put it? Yo'oh aniyuso leyisro'epl, nat even God likes a beg- v

ar. And the prool of it is that il He liked them, He wouldn't

'%Eﬂxem beg... ¥

“Is that all?” I say. “I'm waiting to hear more.”

“More?” ke says. “What more can you want? He's crazy in love,
he’s dying to have you. That is, [ don't mean you, Reb Tevye, [
mean your daughter Hodl. He says he wants a beawty . . ."

“Daes he now?” | say. “He should only deserve to have her. But
just who is this hotshot of yours? A barhelor? A widower? A
divorcé? Or the Devil's own helper?”

“He’s a young bachelor,” he says. “That is, he's not so young as
all thai, but a bachelor he certainly is.”

“And what might his God-given name bg?” I ask.

That, though, was something I couldn’( get out of him for the
life of me. “Run your daughter down to Boiberik,” Efrayim says,

“and I'll be glad to tell you.” E""] éj“
“Run my daughter down 1o Boiberik?” [ gay. “D ink she’s W

O

of
fove

a hale in the ground; we agreed that afier the Sabbath 1 would
run my daughter down to Boiberik. I can't tell you what sweet
dreams that gave me. I imagined Hod| trailing smoke in a
droshky, and the whole world burning up too, but with envy—
and not just for the droshky and the horses, but for all the good I
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would do once I was the father of a rich woman. Why, I'd become
a real philanthropist, giving this beggar twenty-five rubles, that
one fifty, that one over there an even hundred; 1'd let everyone
know that a poor man is a human being too . . . That's just what I
thought as I traveled home that evening. “Giddyap,” I told my
horse, giving him a taste of the whip. “If you want your oats
tonight, you'd better dance a little fastet, because im eyn kemakh eyn
Tayroh, by me there’s no something for nothing.”

In a word, there I was talking to him in Horsish when who do | (k)
see slipping out of the forest but a young couple, a boy and a girl,
deep in talk and walking so close that they're practicaily hugging.
Who can that be in the middle of nowhere, I wondered, squinting
into the setting sun at them, Why, 1 could have sworn it was
Peppercorn! But who was the schiimazel out with at this hour? 1
shaded my eyes with my hand and lopked again: who was the
female? My God, I said to myself, can that be Hodl? Yes, it's her,
all right, or else I'm not a Jew... sd these are the grammar
lessons he’s been giving hert Ah, Tevye, I thought, are you evera
Jjackass—and I stopped my horse and cilled out to them, “A good ,
evening to you both! What's the latest war news from Japan? I“‘Uﬁ:‘
hope it isn't too nosy of me to ask what you're doing here, because be Py
if you happen to be looking for pie in the sky, it's already been
eaten by Brodsky .. .”

In short, I gave them such a hearty greeting that the two of
them were lefi speechless, loy bashomayim veloy ba'orets, neither here
nor there, embarrassed and blushing all over. For 2 moment they
Just stood there, staring down at the ground. ‘Then they looked up
atme, so that now we were staring at each other.

“Well,” 1 said, half in apger, half in jest, "you're looking at me as
though you hadn't seen me in a donkey’s years. I can assure you
that I'm the same Tevye as always, not a hair more or less of me.”

“Papa,” says my daughter Hodl to me, blushing even brighter.
“You can wish us a mazel tov.” Cel

“I can?” I say. “Then mazel tov, you should live to be one
hundred and twentyl Only what might I be congratulating you FefeA
for? Have you found a buried treasure in the forest or beenMd¢

rescued from some great danger?” brazen
“You can wish us a mazel tov,” says Peppercorn, “because we're thyn
engaged to be married.” Hotl

“You're engaged to be what?” [ say. “What are you talking
abour?”
“To be married,” ke says. “Isn't that a custom you're familiar
with? It means that I'lt be her husband and she'lt be my wife.”
That’s just what he said to me, Peppercorn did, lgoking me
straight in the eye. So I looked him straight back and said, “Ex-
cuse me, but when was the engagement party? It's rather odd that
you forgot to invite me to it, because if shell be your wife, I just
might be your father-in-law.” [ may have seemed to be making a
Jjoke of it, but the worms were eating my heart. Say what you will,
though, Tevye is no woman; Tevye hears it out to the end. “I'm _ .
afraid IEELW?H“FI said. “Whoever heard of a match ti¢o in
without a matchmaker, without even a betrothal?>” *
“What do we need a matchmaker for?” says Peppercorn. “We're 2%/
as good as married already.”
“Oh, you are?” I say. “Will wonders never cease! And why have
you kept it such a secret until now?”
“What was there to shout about?” he says. “We wouldn't have
told you now either, but seeing as we're about to be parted, we
decided to make it official.” e 10
That was already too much for me. Bo'v mayim ad nefesh, as it Guota, 49
says: [ felt cut to the quick. That he should tell me they were as
good as married already—somehow 1 cpuld still put up with that, %o
how does the verse go? Ohavti es adoynif'es ishtighe loves her, she thiw The
loves him, it's been known to happen before. But make it official? Pin
What kind of Chinese was that?
Well, even my young man must have jeen how befuddied I was,
because he turned to me and said: “You see, it’s like this, Reb
Tevye. I'm about to leave these parts.”
“When?"
“Any day now."”
“And just where,” I asked, “are you off to?"
“I can’t tell you that,” he says. “It’s conffidential.”
Would you believe it? Confidential: put that in your pipe and
smoke it!{Along comes a black little ragamuffin of a Peppercorn

Holel more adive Than E"J- et sems Aer
JoR e male g obder g
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a7 Y3 TID B PR TIO & — Q'R I3 TR WP — KD —
087 B§ ST [rUTRE 15 I8 PH 13 L0 YA PR . we of ks e MWt & ki, Wit
BO"a T T JEED B — PR M — wRIYR K TET bo%d 1 and mfm_'ms me all_' one breath tha l}e‘s my son-in-law, and that
pEp M BEW P2 MR B PrPIFSTLINE TR IPPIRPLIIR he's making it official, and that he’s going away, and that where is

confidential! It made my gorge rise. JLook here,” I said to him, *1
TR vEon pobg 1T I TS — 7 — 0T o 4 ’, A ’
J9PT 100 TR DYN7E B w TR understand that a secret is a secret—in fact, you're oné big secret

DN D TUNY T8 IRE T 1M DK PUIRL & JP3L 22 YBINE (o me. . . But just tell me one thing, brother: you pride yourself
— TR M — P YpUw K MUvpagbRLIYE TP PT DI DOMA on your honesty, you're so full of humanity that it’s comning out of
«JTIEPAPLIR W YNNI VYN TH DORA 1T DN your ears—how can you marry a daughter of mine and fun out on
¥y Y g
PEYN 1T — DT DOVA YIET 1D 18 T DINT — IYORY — her the same day? You call that honest? You call that human? |
g Nt

T JAET VD ORN Y TR OPR YT D WY Mo suppose I should count myself lucky that you haven't robbed me

VDT K BRI — 1 DIT — TANR P2 PA'D IO DYND DIRIFIOMN and burned my house t00.” ,
- TWYS T TEED AYIE D JEIWD DYNb ‘Papa!” says Hodl to me. “You don't know how happy it makes
: . us to finally tell you the truth. It's such a load off gur minds.
N6 *1 T3 OIRW TH MM JBED HIKW0FI e B0 Come, let me give you a kiss.” And before I know it sh¢ grabs me

% 18 B DI Yn PR BN IPITTR WY Nb Oy O P

from one side, he grabs me from the other, and we dli begin to
aMP X LYBOR 0N NE R M TR TR TH YT TN X ks so hard that pretty soon they're kissing each othér. A scene
TR 3T AN ¥ DT (0P 2 MMET TTIWME YT T from the theater, I tell you! “Don't you think that's enpugh for a

DT DB WONYY B R while?” 1 finally managed to say. “It’s time we had  practical

T W A — PR A~ P W poEm wnEY — talk.”
Jrhon mon M Oyby b “About what?" they ask.
2% 3 — WYan TyOsN mMan — “Oh,” I say, “about dowries, trousseaus, wedding cests, every-
SE7 ANDRTTIWDA Lvpnabn — TR BT -= T3 Mo — thing from soup to nuts . ...
YOYSE BYINI UPEY TP “But we don't want any soup or nuts,” they say.

“What do you want, then?” [ ask.
“An official wedding,” they say. Did you ever hear of such a
thing in your life?
Well. [ don't want to bore you. All my arguments did as much nr
— 4‘ STV TEN L — T R — 18T R — good as last winter’s snow. We had an official weddir‘:i; Take my
g «1IPVIEN BIPA ﬁ"( word, it wasn't the wedding that Tevye deserved, but what doesn’t
/ 18Y8NY> D DEA OF T PO UM TR TN TR P pass for a wedding these days? A funeral would have been jollier.
vos —FE vbyooy: 987 190 10 WP NG WT M And 10 make matters worse, 1 have a wife, as you know, who can
S NIX BEm bR PR bYNT OEN ORTOR BN & 0O be a royal pain. Day in and day out she kept after me: how could f”]'a” [HR
8 .SNDH FOUD & LRI ¥ TR TW JSUWOY av M ever pen?li't such a higgledy‘-piggledy_, such a slapdash affair? Go p, . 4o
K R TR DIST M 2YM K IS0 THI PR T PR .M DR try ?pla;mqg }:o a woman hth;:l time is of _tt;le cs:fuenclfelu;l'lf:te)t e b.\?:as Bolde. -
o7 PR CUT 381 T3 TR 9N TR 71 BYUN YORYI § M nothing for it but to smooth things ever with a tiny ht about Rt
vOpRD 1% BY DM A URNBRI BRYCEED VR OYRY a childless old aunt of Peppercorn’s in Yehupetz, oodles of #*3%00
& R w ¥ money, a huge inheritance that would be his one bright day in the dhe taniiry |
PEUBE LNBY3 TR 380 TR AR 30 DEN RIFIT PO IR FWTN mi_c!dle of the night—mar.lything to take the heat off me... enables him
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daughter, and my heir-in-law, piled into it and drpve to Boi-
83 YD WO ¥ BOVA DYT O WINI YPEL R 9703 MR T 1

5 PR SUENTR-TIGE BET TOR PR REW JBW WINT W berik. As I sat there steal g% lance at them, 1 thought, how
aFT MY PR T PR PR AOTR 08T LUTIRANET AR T JIwE clever it is of Goq to run His world .act:'ording to the latest fash-
{83 W1 W B — ¥ ITIM AW TN TR DD 40TV ions! And the weird types He puts in it! Why, right next to me
) ,mw“ PN Py b B NN priEt PN PP was a freshly married couple, still wet behind thel ears, so 10

preee speak, one of them setting out for the Devil knows where and
e D TR 7B [PUIST IV TIA 0 PP X TR TR | e giher not shedding a tear for him, not even pne for the

™ BPE W T YITED M TR 138D P LS 100 8 WE record—but Tevye was no_woman.. Tevye would wait and

0¥ LEKNI TN e anwn o»n WD O¥N PR BUOM e . At the station were a few youngsters, born-and-bred Kas-

7B TEN M2 PUREIED ¥ TOK TR DEA DY 1K P2 P IPLYS rilevkites to judge by the state of their boots, who had come to pet

DR UM W WEL YT pY Y bl o s W say goodbye. One, wearing his shirt down over his panis and BIM .u‘;ca
YoBi TTEY ONT YN YB PR — %1 wam-parba % PR pam  looking more like a Russian than a Jew, stood whispering with
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“What do I care about your working class,” I said, “if it's such a
military secret? There's an old sayin » you know, that if you
scratch a secret, you'll findathiel. Tell me the truth, now: where
Wmmmgoing thered”

“Ask me anything but that,” she says. “Better yet, don't ask me
anything. Just pray that there'll be some good mews soon . . "

“Amen,” | say. “[ only hope God's listening. My enemies should
worry about their health as much as I'm beginning to worry about
the little game that you and your friends are playing . . .”

“The trouble is, you don’ understand,” she sdys.
PR . + A

uw e Pt
harder things.”

“It’s not something you cag(grasp with just your head," she says.
“You have to feel it—you have to feel it with all your h art!”

And on she went, mﬁ‘mfgﬁi_aﬁ her eyes
burning as she talked. What a mistake it was to go and have such

daughters! Whatever craziness they fall for, it's head and heart
and body and soul and life and limb all together. . .

aderstapd

Well, let me tell you, a week went by, and then another, and suill
another, and another, and another—eyn kayl ve'eyn kosef, there's
not a letter, not a single word. That's the Jast of Peppercorn, 1
thought, looking at my Hodl. There wasn't a drop of blood in her
poor cheeks. All the time she did her best to keep busy about the
house, because nothing else helped take her mind off him—yet
couldn’t she have said something, couldn't she at least have men-
tioned his name? No, not one syllable: you'd think that such a
fellow as Peppercorn was a pure figment of my imagination . . .
One day when I came home, though, I could see that my Hodl
had been crying; her eyes were swollen with tears. I asked around
and was told that not long before, a character with long hair had
been in the house and spoken to her in private. Oho, I said to
myself, that must be our fine friend who goes about with his shirt
hanging cut and tells his rich parents to jump in the lake! And
without thinking twice I called my Hodl out to the vard and put it
straight to her. “Tell me,” 1 asked her, “have you heard from

him?" our -

“Yes,” she said. M
“And where,” I ask, “is your true love?” e '*-'Lu
\ I’P “SALs

“He’s far away,” she says.

“And what,” I ask, “might he be doing there>"! k'afm-r hwm

“He’s doing time,"” she says. Shat oud

“Time?"

“Time."

“But where?" I ask. “For what?”

Hod! didn't answer. She looked straight at me|and said nothing.

“Just explain one thing to me, Daughter,” I said. “I don't need
you to tell me that he's not doing time for horse theft. And if he
isn’t a thief and he isn't a swindier, what good deeds has he been
put away for?” )

Ewn_Esther s—mum’s the word! Well, | thought, if you

don’t want o talk, you don't have to; he's your bit of bad luck, not

mine; may the Lord haCe‘r%lgrcy on him! . . . My heart didn’'t ache

any less, though. After all, she was my daughter, You know whz:t '
it says in the prayer book: kerakheym(Gw)al bonim—a father can't
help being a father . . . Mnb‘l\r’ e peoml ol in whae be Wit
In short, the summer passed, the High Holy Days came and ek
went, and it was alreadythe last day of Sukkos.
It’s my habit on holidays to give myselFand my Korse a breather, a;m T
just like it says in the Bible: atoh—you yourself} veshorkho—and p 5;°"°
your wife; vekhamorkho—and your horse too . .. Besides, there's +e
nothing to do then in Boiberik anyway; as soon as Rosh Hashanah ol Vew
comes along, all the dacha owners take off like a pack ofhungry .o hors 1n
mice and Boiberik turns into a ghost town. It's a good time to stay Mo ot
home and relax 2 bit on the front stoop. In fact, it’s my favorite btk
season. Each day is a gift. The sun's not as hot as an oven anymore (Jasm Jai‘o(
and has a mildness about it that makes being out-pf-doors a plea- wi God
sure. The leaves are still green, the pine trees giveoff a good tarry
smell, and the whole forest is looking its best, as if it were God's
own sukkah, a tabernacle for God. It’s there that He must cele-

A

pRstoral

radise, the pky such a deep
blue and the stars twinkling, sparkling, winking on and off at you
like eyes; sometims one shoots through the air as fast as an ar-
row, leaving behind a green trail—that's a sign that someone’s
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luck has run out. Every Jew has his stag . . . why, the whole sky is
Jewish . .. ll:}nzoﬁe_um.mim_mm_&ﬂ‘mﬁd.mddenw
thinking of . Lately she'd seemed cheerier, livelier, more her
old seli again. Someone had brought her a letter, no doubt from
her jailbird. 1 would have given the wotld to know what was in it,
but I was blamed if I was going to ask. If she wasn’t talking,
neither was I; I'd show her how to butter up a lip. No, Tevye was
no woman; Tevye could wait . . .
ell. no sooner had I thought of my Hodl than she appeared
by my side. She sat down next to me onthe stoop, looked around,
and said in a low voice, “Papa, are you listening? [ have to tell you
something. I'm saying goodbye to you wanight . . . forever.”
She spoke in such a whisper that 1 could barely hear her, and
she gave me the strangest look—such a look, I tell you, as I'll
never forget for as long as I live. The first thing to flash through

my mind was that(;he was g@h&’l drawn herself . .. Why did 1 f"qd’
think of drowning? Because there was once an incident not far f Da.
from here in which a Jewish girl fell inJove with a Russian peasant £,
boy, and, not being able to marry him . ). but I've already told you .Y
the end. The mother took it so hard iHiat she felt ill and died, and P‘-J 1®
the father let his business go bankrupt. Only the peasant boy got
over it; he found himself another and married her instead. As for
the girl, she went down to the river and threw herselfin . . .

“What do you mean, you're saying ggodbye forever?” I asked,
staring down at the ground to hide my face, which must have
looked like a dead man's.

"I mean,” she said, “that I'm going away early in the morning.
We'll never see each other again . . . ever.”

That cheered me up a bit. Thank God for small comforts, I
thought. Things could have been worse—though to tell you the
truth, they conceivably could have been better . . .

“And just where,” I inquired, “are you going, if it's not too
much of me to ask?"

“I'm going 10 join him,” she said.

“You are?” I said. “And where is he?”

“Right now he’s still in prison,” she said. “But soon he's being
sent to Siberia.”

“And so you're going to say goodbye 1o him?” 1 asked, playing
innocent.

“No,” she says. “I'm going with him.”

“Where?” 1 say, “What's the name of the nearest town?”

“We don't know the exact place vet," she says. “But it's awfully
fur away. Just getting there alive isn't easy.”

She said that, did my Hodl, with grest pride, as if she and her
Peppercorn had done something so grand that they deserved a
medal with half a pound of gold in it. I sk you, what's a father to
do with such a child? He either scolds her, you say, or spanks her,
or gives her an earful she'll remember. But Tevye is no woman; it
happens to be my opinion that anger is the worst sin in the book. 3
And so I answered as usual with a verse from Scripture, "1 see, W N ,_\

Hodl,” 1 told her, “that you take the Biblg seriously when it says, al ¢

keyn ya'azoyv ish es oviv ve'es imoy, therefore a child shall leave its

father and its mother . .. For Peppercorn's sake you're throwing bt PT
your papa and your mama to the dogs and going God only knows

where, 10 some far wilderness across the trackless sea where even 1S

LE 4 »
Alexander the Great neal}y d%wncd the time he was ship- Wo"’j

wrecked on a desert island inhabited by cannibals . . . And don't
think I'm making that up either, because I read every word in a
book . .."

You can see that I tried to make light of it, though my heart was
weeping inside me. But Tevye is no wemgan; Tevye ke iff
upper lip. And she, my Hodl, was not tp be outdone by me. She
answeres whatever I said point by point, quietly, calmly, intelli-
gently. Say what you will about them, Tevye’s daughters can
talk! . . . Her voice shook dully, and even) with my eyes shut, I felt
that 1 could see her, that I could see my Hodl's face that was as
pale and worn as the moon . . . Should | have thrown myself on
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her, had a fit, begged her not to go? But I could see it was a lost
cause. Damn them all, every one of those daughters of mine—
when they fall for someone, they do it hook, line, and sinker!

In 2 word, we sat on the stoop all night long. Much of the time
we said nothing, and even our talk was in bits and snaiches. Some-
times ! listened to Hodl, and sometimes she listened 10 me. |
asked her one thing: whoever heard of a girl marrying a boy for
the sole purpose of following him to the North Pole? I'tried using
Teason to convince her how unreasonable it was, and she tried
using reason to convince me that reason had nothing to do with it.
Finally, I told her the story of the duckling that was hatched by a
hen; as soon as it could stand on its feet it toddled down to the
water and swam away, while its Ppoor mather just stood there and
squawked. “What, Hodl, my darling, do you have 10 say about
that?” I asked. “What is there to say?” she said. “Of course,  feel
sorry for the hen; but just because the hen squawks, is the duck-
ling never to swim?" , .. Now, is that an answer or isn't jt? | tell
you, Tevye's daughters don't mince words!

Meanwhile time was going by. The dawn began to break. Inside
the house my wife was grumbling. She had let us know more than
once that it was time we called it a night+—and now, seeing all the
goud it had done, she stuck her head out the window and bawled
with her usual tact, “Tevyel What in God's name do you think
you're doing out there?”

“Ssshhh, don't make so much noise, Golde,” I said. “Lomoh rog-
shu, says the Bible—have you forgotten that it's Roshana Rabbah?
On the night of Hoshana Rabbah one Isn't supposed to sleep,
because it's then that the Book of Life is shut for the year . . . And

now listen, Golde: please put up the santovar and let’s have tea,
because I'm taking Hodl to the station.” And right on the spot [
made up another whopper about Hodl having to go to Yehupetz,
and from there 1o somewhere else, on atcount of Peppercorn’s
inheritance; in fact, she might very well have to spend the winter
there, and maybe even the summer, and possibly the winter afier
that—which was why she needed a few things for the trip, such as
linens, a dress, some pillows and pillowcages, and whatever else a
young lady had to have . . ,

Those were my orders—the last of which was that there betier
not be any tears, not when the whole world was celebrating Ho-
shana Rabbah, “No crying allowed on a holiday!" 1 said, “Ir's
written in the Talmud, black on white.” It cpuld have been written
in solid gold for all anyone listened to me. Cry they did, and when
the time came to part, such a wailing broke put as you never heard
in all your life. Everyone was shrieking: nty wife, my daughters,
my Hodl, and most of all, my eldest, Tsaytl, who spent the holiday
at our place with her Motl. The two sisters, hugged each other so
hard that we could barely tear them apart . .

I alone stayed strong as steel—that is, I sieeled myself, though I
was about as calm as a boiling kettle inside. But do you think I let
anyone see it? Not on your life! Tevye is no woman . . . Hodiand I
didn’t say a word all the way 10 Boiberik, and only when we were
nearly at the station did 1 ask her one last titme 10 tell me what her
Peppercorn had done. “it's got to be something!" I said.
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She flared up at that; her husband, she swpre, was as clean as
the driven snow. “Why," she said, “he’s a persen who never thinks
of his own self! His whole life is for others, for the good of the
world—and especially for the workers, for the workingman ., "

Maybe some day I'll meet the genius whd can explain to me
what that means. “You say he cares so much about the world?” |
said. “Well. maybe you can tell me why, if he and the world are
such great friends, it doesn't care more about him . .. But give
him my best wishes, and tell your Alexander the Great that I'm
counting on his honor, because he is the very soul of it, isn't he, 10
see to it that my daughter isn't ruined and that she drops her old
father aline now and then . . .*

I was still in the middle of the sentence when she hugged me
and burst into tears. “We'd better say goodbye now,” she said. “Be
well, Papa. God knows when we'll see each other again . . ."

q

That did it! 1 couldn't &'ep it in a second langer. You see, just
then I thought of my Hodl when I held herasa baby inmyarms . . .
she was just a tiny thing then . .. and I held her in these arms . . .
please forgive me, Pani, if . .. if I ... just like a woman ... but ]
want you to know what a Hodl I have! You shpuld see the letters
that she writes me . . . she’s God'’s own Hodl, Hodlis . . . and she's
with me right here all the time . . . deep, deep dpwn . . . there's just
no way to put it into words . . .

You know what, Pani Sholem Aleichem? Lets talk about some-
thing more cheerful. Have you heard any news of the cholera in
Odessa?

(1904)

*ﬂd-’"{ entapgulalls Fah/aluwﬁ"n of fh
lau!ldz../ fews Fadi..k'-f«':shklc.




