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NCE there was a rabbi who had no children. Finally, he

had an only son. He raised him and married him off.
The son used to sit in an attic room and study in the manner
of rich men and he always studied and prayed. The son had
already performed a2 commandment by which he reached the
aspect of “the small light.” And yet he felt that there was some
imperfection in himself, but he did not know what it was, so
he felt no delight in his study and prayer. He told it to two
young men and they advised him to go to a certain zadik. And
the only son went to tell his father that since he did not feel
any delight in his worship (his praying, his study, and other
commandments) and felt something missing but did not know
what, he wanted to go to the zadik. And his father answered
him: “Why should you want to go to him? You are a greater
scholar than he, and of a better family than he. It is not fitting
that you should go to him. Turn away from this road!” Thus
he prevented him from going.

The son returned to his study and again he felt that
imperfection. Again he took counsel with those men, and they
advised him as they had before to go to the zadik. And again
he went to his father. His father dissuaded him and prevented
him as before. And so it happened several times. The son felt
he was missing something and he longed very much to fulfill
this imperfection but did not know what it was. So he came
once more to his father and implored him till his father was
forced to go with him, because he did not want to let him go

Patently the most polemical of these tales, “The Rabbi's 'S?n” portrays the
spiritual struggle of a brilliant son of a traditional non-Hasidic rabbi of great
learning and family lineage. Tbe son is attracted to the charismatic leadership of the
2adik because be feels that something is missing in bis spiritual life, which bas been
devoted to intensive study and ordinary ritual piety. Storics of this sort are legion in
Shivhe HaBesht (The Praise of the Baal Shem Tov) which often discusses the
resistance of the potential Hasid to the new spiritual leader. _

In this Bratslav tale, the struggle takes on cosmic dimensions and ends in
tragedy with the son’s death. Supernal forces seem to attract the son to the zafiik, but
they are blocked —as in the previous story —by the will of Samael who realizes that

- the spiritual union of this young man with this specific zadsk will bring the messiab

and render Samael irrelevant. Samael, who appears in the guise of a reputable
merchant, persuades the fatber to return bome with bis son by accusing tbe.z‘adxk of
frivolous bebivior. an unspecified but standard accusation leveled a zedikim.

Only after the son's death, when the deed cannot be remedicd, is it revealed to
the rabbi in a dream by the zadik himself that the rabbi’s obstinacy and incredulity
not only caused the son’s death, but prevented the initiation of the messianic age.
This obstinacy was the work of Samael.
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by himself since he was an only son. And his father told him:
“I shall go with you, and show you there is nothing real in
him.” They harnessed the carriage and set out.

His father said to him: “This is how I shall test. If the
journey proceeds without mishap, it is from heaven. And if
not, it is not from heaven and we shall return.” They set out.
They came to a small bridge and one horse fell down and the
carriage turned over and they almost drowned. The father
said: “You see that this journey does not proceed without
mishap and is not from heaven.” And they returned home.

The son went back to his studies and again he saw his
imperfection and did not know why. He came again and im-
plored his father as he had done before and the father was
forced to go with him again. When they set out his father
established the former test: “If it proceeds without mishap
.++.” And it happened that while they were traveling, the two
axles broke. And his father told him: “You see that it does not
proceed as if we should go, since, is it natural for two axles to
break? They have traveled so many times with this carriage
and nothing like that has happened!” And they returned
home.

The son returned to his way of life, that is, to his studies,
etc., and again felt that imperfection. And the men advised
him to travel. The son told his father that they should not
establish such a test, since it is natural for a horse to fall
sometimes or for axles to break, unless there is something very
bizarre.

They set out and came to an inn to spend the night. They
found a merchant there, and they started talking to him like
merchants, but they did not reveal to him where they were
going, because the rabbi was ashamed to say that he was going
to the zadik. They talked about the affairs of the world, until
in the course of the conversation, they reached the subject of
zadikim, and where zadskim were to be found. The merchant
told them there was a zadik there, and there and there so they

started talking about the zadik they were traveling to. Then
the other answered, in amazement, “But he is frivolous! I am
coming from him now, and I was there when he committed a
sin.” The father answered and said to his son: “Did you see,
my son, what this merchant has reported while speaking
plainly with no intention to malign? And he is coming from
there.” And they returned home.

And the son died. And he came to his father, the rabbi,
in a dream. When he saw his son standing in great anger, he
asked him: “Why are you so angry?” He answered him that he
should go t~ the zadik whom they had intended to go to, “and
he will tell you why Iam angry.” The father woke up and said
it was just a coincidence. Afterwards he dreamt again as be-
fore, and he said this, too, was an idle dream. And this hap-
pened a third time. Then he understood that there was some-
thing in it and he traveled there.

On the way he met the merchant whom he had met
before when he had traveled with his son, and recognizing
him said to him: “Aren’t you the one whom I saw in that inn?”

He answered him: “Of course you saw me.”

The merchant opened his mouth and told him: “] can
swallow you if | want to.”
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He said to him: “What are you talking about?”

And he replied: “Do you remember? When you traveled
with your son, first the horse fell on the bridge, and you
returned. Then the axles broke. Then you met me and 1 told
you that the zadik was frivolous. And now that I have done
away with your son you are allowed to go on. For your son
was in the aspect of ‘the small light,” and that zadik is in the
aspect of ‘the great light,” and if they had united the Messiah
would have come. But now that I have done away with him,
you are allowed to travel.”

In the middle of his words he disappeared, and the rabbi
had no one to talk to. The rabbi traveled to the zadik and he
cried: “What a pity, what a pity! A pity on those who are lost

and will never be found! May the Lord, blessed be He, return
our exiles shortly, Amen.”

(That merchant was Samael himself, who disguised him-
sclf as a merchant and led them astray. Afterwards, when he
met the rabbi again, he teased him for having heeded his
advice, because this is Samael’s manner, as is known. May the
Lord, blessed be He, save us!)



